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SECTION 1. That sections 7.10, 7.16, 109.57, 109.572, 109.71, 111.16, 121.22, 122.6511, 

122.66, 122.70, 122.84, 125.182, 147.01, 147.011, 147.03, 147.032, 147.051, 147.07, 147.08, 

147.141, 147.371, 147.51, 147.52, 147.53, 147.542, 147.591, 147.60, 147.99, 149.311, 149.43, 

315.251, 319.203, 319.28, 323.78, 325.14, 349.01, 349.03, 349.14, 501.07, 503.162, 503.41, 504.02, 

504.03, 504.12, 504.121, 504.122, 504.123, 504.124, 504.126, 504.21, 505.07, 505.10, 505.17, 

505.26, 505.264, 505.28, 505.37, 505.373, 505.55, 505.73, 505.75, 505.76, 505.82, 505.86, 505.87, 

505.871, 507.05, 511.03, 511.04, 511.12, 511.21, 515.01, 515.04, 517.07, 517.073, 517.12, 517.22, 

519.06, 519.08, 519 09, 519.12, 519.15, 519.99, 521.03, 701 7 7 7.011, 755.13, 971.12, 971.99, 

1706.712, 1901.31, . 2, 2303.26, 2329.01, 2329.44, 21.42, 3345.56, 3376.01, 3376.02, 

3376.03, 3376.04, 3376.06, 3376.07, 3376.08, 3781.34, 3781.36, 4501.21, 4503.16, 4504.18, 

4504.181, 4507.50, 4507.51, 4507.52, 4582.30, 4735.181, 4913.15, 4913.17, 4928.01, 4939.07, 

5103.0310, 5103.0329, 5103.05, 5120.59, 5139.511, 5549.21, 5571.011, 5571.20, 5573.02, 5573.10, 

5575.01, 5575.02, 5579.05, 5709.73, 5713.30, 5713.31, 5713.34, 5721.20, 5725.98, 5726.98, 

5729.98, 5739.01, 5739.02, 5739.03, 5741.01, 5747.98, 5751.033, 6101.16, and 6101.44 be 

amended; sections 504.126 (504.125) and 3345.56 (3376.11) be amended for the purpose of 

adopting new section numbers as indicated in parentheses; and new section 147.54 and sections
109.7412 

5.61, 109.7411{ 147.49, 147.50, 305.021, 503.54, 511.51, 511.52, 511.53, 2151.46, 2151.461, 

2151.462, 2151.463, 2151.464, 2151.465, 2151.466, 2151.467, 2151.468, 2151.469, 2151.4610, 

3301.95, 3313.6414, 3376.09, 3376.10, 3376.12, 3376.13, 3781.361, 3792.07, 3902.63, 3902.64, 

4503.541, 4503.888, 4735.80, 4743.06, 4905.301, 5103.052, 5103.053, 5103.054, 5103.055,
5180.35------------------------· I

5103.056, 5103.057, 5103.058, 5103.0510, 5103.0512, 5103.0513, 5145.1611, 5180.40; 5725.38, 

5726.61, 5729.21, 5741.072, 5747.86, and 6101.47 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as 

follows: 
Sec. 5.61. The twenty-fourth day of August is designated as "Ukraine Independence Day" in 

Ohio, in recognition of that day in 1991 when the parliament of Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada, 

formally declared an independent, sovereign, and democratic Ukrainian state. 

Sec. 7.10. For the publication of advertisements, notices, and proclamations, except those 

relating to proposed amendments to the Ohio Constitution, required to be published by a public 

officer of the state, a benevolent or other public institution, a trustee, assignee, executor, or 

administrator, or by or in any court of record, except when the rate is otherwise fixed by law, 

publishers of newspapers may charge and receive for such advertisements, notices, and 

proclamations rates charged on annual contracts by them for a like amount of space to other 

advertisers who advertise in its general display advertising columns. 
For the publication of advertisements, notices, or proclamations required to be published by 

a public officer of a county, municipal corporation, township, school, or other political subdivision, 

publishers of newspapers shall establish a government rate. The government rate shall not exceed 
the lowest classified advertising rate and lowest insert rate paid by other advertisers. 

Legal advertising appearing in print, except that relating to proposed amendments to the 
The above boxed and initialed text was 

disapproved. 
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Ohio Constitution, shall be set up in a compact form, without unnecessary spaces, blanks, or 

headlines, and printed in not smaller than six-point type. The type used must be of such proportions 

that the body of the capital letter M is no wider than it is high and all other letters and characters are 

in proportion. 

Except as provided in section 2701.09 of the Revised Code, all legal advertisements, notices, 

and proclamations shall be printed in a newspaper of general circulation and shal I be QLposted by 

the publisher of the newspaper on the newspaper's internet web site, if the newspaper has one. A 

publisher of a newspaper shall not ehm·ge establish a government rate. which shall not exceed the 

lowest classified advertising rate and lowest insert rate paid by other adve1t isers, for posting legal 

advertisements, notices, and proclamations that are required by law to be published in a newspaper 

of general eireulatiofl circulation's digital edition on the newspaper's internet web site. 

Whenever a notice or advertisement is required by a section of the Revised Code or an 

administrative rule to be published in a newspaper of general circulation, or posted by the publisher 

of the newspaper in the newspaper's digital edition on the newspaper's internet web site, the notice or 

adve1tisement also shall be posted on the official public notice web site, established under section 

125.182 of the Revised Code, by the pubIisher of the newspaper. 

Sec. 7.16. (A) As used in this section: 

(I) "State agency" means any organized body, office, agency, institution, or other entity 

established by the laws of the state for the exercise of any function of state government, including 

state institutions of higher education, as defined in section 3345.011 of the Revised Code. 

(2) "Political subdivision" has the meaning defined in section 2744.01 of the Revised Code. 

(B) If a section of the Revised Code or an administrative rule requires a state agency or a 

political subdivision to publish a notice or advertisement two or more times in a newspaper of 
general circulation and the section or administrative rule refers to this section, the first publication of 

the notice or advertisement shall be made in its entirety in a newspaper of general circulation and 

may be made in a preprinted insert in the newspaper, but the second publication otherwise required 

by that section or administrative rule may be made in abbreviated form in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the state or in the political subdivision, as designated in that section or administrative 

rule, and on the newspaper's internet web site, if the newspaper has one. The state agency or political 

subdivision may eliminate any further newspaper publications required by that section or 

administrative rule, provided that the second, abbreviated notice or advertisement meets all of the 

following requirements: 

(1) It is published in the newspaper of general circulation in which the first publication of the 

notice or advertisement was made. 

(2) It is posted by the publisher of the newspaper on the official public notice web site 

established under section 125 .182 of the Revised Code. The publisher shall post the required notice 

or advertisement Oft the web site at no additional cost. 
(3) It includes a title, followed by a summary paragraph or statement that clearly describes 
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the specific purpose of the notice or advertisement, and includes a statement that the notice or 

advertisement is posted in its entirety on the official public notice web site. The notice or 

advertisement also may be posted on the state agency's or political subdivision's internet web site. 

(4) It includes the internet address of the official public notice web site and the name, 

address, telephone number, and electronic mail address of the state agency, political subdivision, or 

other party responsible for publication of the notice or advertisement. 

(C) A notice or advertisement published under this section on an internet web site shall be 

published in its entirety in accordance with the section of the Revised Code or the administrative 

rule that requires the publication. 
(D) If the official public notice web site established under section 125.182 of the Revised 

Code is not operational, the state agency or political subdivision shall not publish a notice or 

advertisement under this section, but instead shall comply with the publication requirements of the 

section of the Revised Code or the administrative rule that refers to this section. 

Sec. 109.57. (A)(l) The superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and 

investigation shall procure from wherever procurable and file for record photographs, pictures, 

descriptions, fingerprints, measurements, and other information that may be pertinent of all persons 

who have been convicted of committing within this state a felony, any crime constituting a 

misdemeanor on the first offense and a felony on subsequent offenses, or any misdemeanor 

described in division (A)(l)(a), (A)(4)(a), or (A)(6)(a) of section 109.572 of the Revised Code, of all 

children under eighteen years of age who have been adjudicated delinquent children for committing 

within this state an act that would be a felony or an offense of violence if committed by an adult or 

who have been convicted of or pleaded guilty to committing within this state a felony or an offense 

of violence, and of all well-known and habitual criminals. The person in charge of any county, 

multicounty, municipal, municipal-county, or multicounty-municipal jail or workhouse, community­

based correctional facility, halfway house, alternative residential facility, or state correctional 

institution and the person in charge of any state institution having custody of a person suspected of 

having committed a felony, any crime constituting a misdemeanor on the first offense and a felony 

on subsequent offenses, or any misdemeanor described in division (A)(l)(a), (A)(4)(a), or (A)(6)(a) 

of section 109.572 of the Revised Code or having custody of a child under eighteen years of age 

with respect to whom there is probable cause to believe that the child may have committed an act 

that would be a felony or an offense of violence if committed by an adult shall furnish such material 

to the superintendent of the bureau. Fingerprints, photographs, or other descriptive information of a 

child who is under eighteen years of age, has not been arrested or otherwise taken into custody for 

committing an act that would be a felony or an offense of violence who is not in any other category 

of child specified in this division, if committed by an adult, has not been adjudicated a delinquent 

child for committing an act that would be a felony or an offense of violence if committed by an 

adult, has not been convicted of or pleaded guilty to committing a felony or an offense of violence, 

and is not a child with respect to whom there is probable cause to believe that the child may have 
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committed an act that would be a felony or an offense of violence if committed by an adult shall not 

be procured by the superintendent or furnished by any person in charge of any county, multicounty, 

municipal, municipal-county, or multicounty-municipal jail or workhouse, community-based 

correctional facility, halfway house, alternative residential facility, or state correctional institution, 

except as authorized in section 2151.313 of the Revised Code. 

(2) Every clerk of a court of record in this state, other than the supreme court or a court of 

appeals, shall send to the superintendent of the bureau a weekly report containing a summary of each 

case involving a felony, involving any crime constituting a misdemeanor on the first offense and a 

felony on subsequent offenses, involving a misdemeanor described in division (A)(l)(a), (A)(4)(a), 

or (A)(6)(a) of section 109.572 of the Revised Code, or involving an adjudication in a case in which 

a child under eighteen years of age was alleged to be a delinquent child for committing an act that 

would be a felony or an offense of violence if committed by an adult. The clerk of the court of 

common pleas shall include in the report and summary the clerk sends under this division all 

information described in divisions (A)(2)(a) to (f) of this section regarding a case before the court of 

appeals that is served by that clerk. The summary shall be written on the standard forms furnished by 

the superintendent pursuant to division (B) of this section and shall include the following 

information: 

(a) The incident tracking number contained on the standard forms furnished by the 

superintendent pursuant to division (B) of this section; 

(b) The style and number of the case; 

(c) The date of arrest, offense, summons, or arraignment; 

(d) The date that the person was convicted of or pleaded guilty to the offense, adjudicated a 
delinquent child for committing the act that would be a felony or an offense of violence if committed 

by an adult, found not guilty of the offense, or found not to be a delinquent child for committing an 

act that would be a felony or an offense of violence if committed by an adult, the date of an entry 

dismissing the charge, an entry declaring a mistrial of the offense in which the person is discharged, 

an entry finding that the person or child is not competent to stand trial, or an entry of a nolle 

prosequi, or the date of any other determination that constitutes final resolution of the case; 

(e) A statement of the original charge with the section of the Revised Code that was alleged 

to be violated; 

(f) If the person or child was convicted, pleaded guilty, or was adjudicated a delinquent 

child, the sentence or terms of probation imposed or any other disposition of the offender or the 

delinquent child. 

If the offense involved the disarming of a law enforcement officer or an attempt to disarm a 

law enforcement officer, the clerk shall clearly state that fact in the summary, and the superintendent 
shall ensure that a clear statement of that fact is placed in the bureau's records. 

(3) The superintendent shall cooperate with and assist sheriffs, chiefs of police, and other 

law enforcement officers in the establishment of a complete system of criminal identification and in 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 315 135th G.A. 
6 

obtaining fingerprints and other means of identification of all persons arrested on a charge of a 

felony, any crime constituting a misdemeanor on the first offense and a felony on subsequent 

offenses, or a misdemeanor described in division (A)(l)(a), (A)(4)(a), or (A)(6)(a) of section 

109.572 of the Revised Code and of all children under eighteen years of age arrested or otherwise 

taken into custody for committing an act that would be a felony or an offense of violence if 

committed by an adult. The superintendent also shall file for record the fingerprint impressions of all 

persons confined in a county, multicounty, municipal, municipal-county, or multicounty-municipal 

jail or workhouse, community-based correctional facility, halfway house, alternative residential 

facility, or state correctional institution for the violation of state laws and of all children under 

eighteen years of age who are confined in a county, multicounty, municipal, municipal-county, or 

multicounty-municipal jail or workhouse, community-based correctional facility, halfway house, 

alternative residential facility, or state correctional institution or in any facility for delinquent 

children for committing an act that would be a felony or an offense of violence if committed by an 

adult, and any other information that the superintendent may receive from law enforcement officials 

of the state and its political subdivisions. 

(4) The superintendent shall carry out Chapter 2950. of the Revised Code with respect to the 

registration of persons who are convicted of or plead guilty to a sexually oriented offense or a child­

victim oriented offense and with respect to all other duties imposed on the bureau under that chapter. 

(5) The bureau shall perform centralized recordkeeping functions for criminal history 

records and services in this state for purposes of the national crime prevention and privacy compact 

set forth in section 109.571 of the Revised Code and is the criminal history record repository as 

defined in that section for purposes of that compact. The superintendent or the superintendent's 

designee is the compact officer for purposes of that compact and shall carry out the responsibilities 

of the compact officer specified in that compact. 
(6) The superintendent shall, upon request, assist a county coroner in the identification of a 

deceased person through the use of fingerprint impressions obtained pursuant to division (A)(l) of 
this section or collected pursuant to section 109 .572 or 311.41 of the Revised Code. 

(B) The superintendent shall prepare and furnish to every county, multicounty, municipal, 

municipal-county, or multicounty-municipal jail or workhouse, community-based correctional 

facility, halfway house, alternative residential facility, or state correctional institution and to every 

clerk of a court in this state specified in division (A)(2) of this section standard forms for reporting 

the information required under division (A) of this section. The standard forms that the 

superintendent prepares pursuant to this division may be in a tangible format, in an electronic 

format, or in both tangible formats and electronic formats. 

(C)(l) The superintendent may operate a center for electronic, automated, or other data 

processing for the storage and retrieval of information, data, and statistics pertaining to criminals and 

to children under eighteen years of age who are adjudicated delinquent children for committing an 

act that would be a felony or an offense of violence if committed by an adult, criminal activity, 
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crime prevention, law enforcement, and criminal justice, and may establish and operate a statewide 

communications network to be known as the Ohio law enforcement gateway to gather and 

disseminate information, data, and statistics for the use of law enforcement agencies and for other 

uses specified in this division. The superintendent may gather, store, retrieve, and disseminate 

information, data, and statistics that pertain to children who are under eighteen years of age and that 

are gathered pursuant to sections 109.57 to 109.61 of the Revised Code together with information, 

data, and statistics that pertain to adults and that are gathered pursuant to those sections. 

(2) The superintendent or the superintendent's designee shall gather information of the nature 

described in division (C)(l) of this section that pertains to the offense and delinquency history of a 

person who has been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or been adjudicated a delinquent child for 

committing a sexually oriented offense or a child-victim oriented offense for inclusion in the state 

registry of sex offenders and child-victim offenders maintained pursuant to division (A)(l) of 
section 2950.13 of the Revised Code and in the internet database operated pursuant to division (A) 

(13) of that section and for possible inclusion in the internet database operated pursuant to division 

(A)(l l) of that section. 

(3) In addition to any other authorized use of information, data, and statistics of the nature 

described in division (C)(l) of this section, the superintendent or the superintendent's designee may 

provide and exchange the information, data, and statistics pursuant to the national crime prevention 

and privacy compact as described in division (A)(5) of this section. 

(4) The Ohio law enforcement gateway shall contain the name, confidential address, and 

telephone number of program participants in the address confidentiality program established under 

sections 111.41 to 111.4 7 of the Revised Code. 

(5) The attorney general may adopt rules under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code 

establishing guidelines for the operation of and participation in the Ohio law enforcement gateway. 

The rules may include criteria for granting and restricting access to information gathered and 

disseminated through the Ohio law enforcement gateway. The attorney general shall adopt rules 

under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that grant access to information in the gateway regarding an 

address confidentiality program participant under sections 111.41 to 111.4 7 of the Revised Code to 

only chiefs of police, village marshals, county sheriffs, county prosecuting attorneys, and a designee 

of each of these individuals. The attorney general shall permit an office of a county coroner, the state 

medical board, and board of nursing to access and view, but not alter, information gathered and 

disseminated through the Ohio law enforcement gateway. 

The attorney general may appoint a steering committee to advise the attorney general in the 
operation of the Ohio law enforcement gateway that is comprised of persons who are representatives 

of the criminal justice agencies in this state that use the Ohio law enforcement gateway and is 
chaired by the superintendent or the superintendent's designee. 

(D)(l) The following are not public records under section 149.43 of the Revised Code: 

(a) Information and materials furnished to the superintendent pursuant to division (A) of this 
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section; 

(b) Information, data, and statistics gathered or disseminated through the Ohio law 

enforcement gateway pursuant to division (C)(l) of this section; 

(c) Information and materials furnished to any board or person under division (F) or (G) of 

this section. 

(2) The superintendent or the superintendent's designee shall gather and retain information 

so furnished under division (A) of this section that pertains to the offense and delinquency history of 

a person who has been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or been adjudicated a delinquent child for 

committing a sexually oriented offense or a child-victim oriented offense for the purposes described 

in division (C)(2) of this section. 

(E)(l) The attorney general shall adopt rules, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised 

Code and subject to division (E)(2) of this section, setting forth the procedure by which a person 

may receive or release information gathered by the superintendent pursuant to division (A) of this 

section. A reasonable fee may be charged for this service. If a temporary employment service 

submits a request for a determination of whether a person the service plans to refer to an 

employment position has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to an offense listed or described in 

division (A)(l ), (2), or (3) of section 109.572 of the Revised Code, the request shall be treated as a 

single request and only one fee shall be charged. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this division or division (E)(3) or (4) of this section, a 

rule adopted under division (E)(l) of this section may provide only for the release of information 

gathered pursuant to division (A) of this section that relates to the conviction of a person, or a 

person's plea of guilty to, a criminal offense or to the arrest of a person as provided in division (E)(3) 

of this section. The superintendent shall not release, and the attorney general shall not adopt any rule 

under division (E)(l) of this section that permits the release of, any information gathered pursuant to 

division (A) of this section that relates to an adjudication of a child as a delinquent child, or that 

relates to a criminal conviction of a person under eighteen years of age if the person's case was 

transferred back to a juvenile court under division (8)(2) or (3) of section 2152.121 of the Revised 

Code and the juvenile court imposed a disposition or serious youthful offender disposition upon the 

person under either division, unless either of the following applies with respect to the adjudication or 

conviction: 

(a) The adjudication or conviction was for a violation of section 2903.01 or 2903.02 of the 

Revised Code. 

(b) The adjudication or conviction was for a sexually oriented offense, the juvenile court was 

required to classify the child a juvenile offender registrant for that offense under section 2152.82, 

2152.83, or 2152.86 of the Revised Code, that classification has not been removed, and the records 

of the adjudication or conviction have not been sealed or expunged pursuant to sections 2151.355 to 

2151.358 or sealed or expunged pursuant to section 2953.32 of the Revised Code. 

(3) A rule adopted under division (E)(l) of this section may provide for the release of 
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information gathered pursuant to division (A) of this section that relates to the arrest of a person who 

is eighteen years of age or older when the person has not been convicted as a result of that arrest if 

any of the following applies: 

(a) The arrest was made outside of this state. 

(b) A criminal action resulting from the arrest is pending, and the superintendent confirms 

that the criminal action has not been resolved at the time the criminal records check is performed. 

(c) The bureau cannot reasonably determine whether a criminal action resulting from the 

arrest is pending, and not more than one year has elapsed since the date of the arrest. 

(4) A rule adopted under division (E)(l) of this section may provide for the release of 

information gathered pursuant to division (A) of this section that relates to an adjudication of a child 

as a delinquent child if not more than five years have elapsed since the date of the adjudication, the 

adjudication was for an act that would have been a felony if committed by an adult, the records of 

the adjudication have not been sealed or expunged pursuant to sections 2151.355 to 2151.358 of the 

Revised Code, and the request for information is made under division (F) of this section or under 

section 109.572 of the Revised Code. In the case of an adjudication for a violation of the terms of 

community control or supervised release, the five-year period shall be calculated from the date of the 

adjudication to which the community control or supervised release pertains. 

(F)(l) As used in division (F)(2) of this section, "head start agency" means an entity in this 

state that has been approved to be an agency for purposes of subchapter II of the "Community 

Economic Development Act," 95 Stat. 489 (1981), 42 U.S.C.A. 9831, as amended. 

(2)(a) In addition to or in conjunction with any request that is required to be made under 

section 109.572, 2151.86, 3301.32, 3301.541, division (C) of section 3310.58, or section 3319.39, 

3319.391, 3327.10, 3740.11, 5103.053, 5104.013, 5123.081, or 5153.111 of the Revised Code or 

that is made under section 3314.41, 3319.392, 3326.25, or 3328.20 of the Revised Code, the board 

of education of any school district; the director of developmental disabilities; any county board of 

developmental disabilities; any provider or subcontractor as defined in section 5123.081 of the 

Revised Code; the chief administrator of any chartered nonpublic school; the chief administrator of a 

registered private provider that is not also a chartered nonpublic school; the chief administrator of 

any home health agency; the chief administrator of or person operating any child care center, type A 

family child care home, or type B family child care home licensed under Chapter 5104. of the 

Revised Code; the chief administrator of or person operating any authorized private before and after 

school care program; the chief administrator of any head start agency; the executive director of a 

public children services agency; the operator of a residential facility, as defined in section 2151.46 

of the Revised Code: a private company described in section 3314.41, 3319.392, 3326.25, or 

3328.20 of the Revised Code; or an employer described in division (J)(2) of section 3327.10 of the 

Revised Code may request that the superintendent of the bureau investigate and determine, with 

respect to any individual who has applied for employment in any position after October 2, 1989, or 

any individual wishing to apply for employment with a board of education may request, with regard 
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to the individual, whether the bureau has any information gathered under division (A) of this section 

that pertains to that individual. On receipt of the request, subject to division (E)(2) of this section, 

the superintendent shall determine whether that information exists and, upon request of the person, 

board, or entity requesting information, also shall request from the federal bureau of investigation 

any criminal records it has pertaining to that individual. The superintendent or the superintendent's 

designee also may request criminal history records from other states or the federal government 

pursuant to the national crime prevention and privacy compact set forth in section 109.571 of the 

Revised Code. Within thirty days of the date that the superintendent receives a request, subject to 

division (E)(2) of this section, the superintendent shall send to the board, entity, or person a report of 

any information that the superintendent determines exists, including information contained in 

records that have been sealed under section 2953.32 of the Revised Code, and, within thirty days of 

its receipt, subject to division (E)(2) of this section, shall send the board, entity, or person a report of 

any information received from the federal bureau of investigation, other than information the 

dissemination of which is prohibited by federal law. 

(b) When a board of education or a registered private provider is required to receive 

information under this section as a prerequisite to employment of an individual pursuant to division 

(C) of section 3310.58 or section 3319.39 of the Revised Code, it may accept a certified copy of 

records that were issued by the bureau of criminal identification and investigation and that are 

presented by an individual applying for employment with the district in lieu of requesting that 

information itself. In such a case, the board shall accept the certified copy issued by the bureau in 

order to make a photocopy of it for that individual's employment application documents and shall 

return the certified copy to the individual. In a case of that nature, a district or provider only shall 

accept a certified copy of records of that nature within one year after the date of their issuance by the 

bureau. 
(c) Notwithstanding division (F)(2)(a) of this section, in the case of a request under section 

3319.39, 3319.391, or 3327.10 of the Revised Code only for criminal records maintained by the 

federal bureau of investigation, the superintendent shall not determine whether any information 

gathered under division (A) of this section exists on the person for whom the request is made. 

(3) The state board of education or the department of education and workforce may request, 

with respect to any individual who has applied for employment after October 2, 1989, in any 

position with the state board or the department of education and workforce, any information that a 

school district board of education is authorized to request under division (F)(2) of this section, and 

the superintendent of the bureau shall proceed as if the request has been received from a school 

district board of education under division (F)(2) of this section. 

(4) When the superintendent of the bureau receives a request for information under section 

3319.291 of the Revised Code, the superintendent shall proceed as if the request has been received 

from a school district board of education and shall comply with divisions (F)(2)(a) and (c) of this 

section. 
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(G) In addition to or in conjunction with any request that is required to be made under 

section 3712.09, 3721.121, or 3740.11 of the Revised Code with respect to an individual who has 

applied for employment in a position that involves providing direct care to an older adult or adult 

resident, the chief administrator of a home health agency, hospice care program, home licensed 

under Chapter 3 721. of the Revised Code, or adult day-care program operated pursuant to rules 

adopted under section 3721.04 of the Revised Code may request that the superintendent of the 

bureau investigate and determine, with respect to any individual who has applied after January 27, 

1997, for employment in a position that does not involve providing direct care to an older adult or 

adult resident, whether the bureau has any information gathered under division (A) of this section 

that pertains to that individual. 

In addition to or in conjunction with any request that is required to be made under section 

173.27 of the Revised Code with respect to an individual who has applied for employment in a 

position that involves providing ombudsman services to residents of long-term care facilities or 

recipients of community-based long-term care services, the state long-term care ombudsman, the 

director of aging, a regional long-term care ombudsman program, or the designee of the 

ombudsman, director, or program may request that the superintendent investigate and determine, 

with respect to any individual who has applied for employment in a position that does not involve 

providing such ombudsman services, whether the bureau has any information gathered under 

division (A) of this section that pertains to that applicant. 

In addition to or in conjunction with any request that is required to be made under section 

173.38 of the Revised Code with respect to an individual who has applied for employment in a 

direct-care position, the chief administrator of a provider, as defined in section 173.39 of the Revised 

Code, may request that the superintendent investigate and determine, with respect to any individual 

who has applied for employment in a position that is not a direct-care position, whether the bureau 

has any information gathered under division (A) of this section that pertains to that applicant. 

In addition to or in conjunction with any request that is required to be made under section 

3712.09 of the Revised Code with respect to an individual who has applied for employment in a 

position that involves providing direct care to a pediatric respite care patient, the chief administrator 

of a pediatric respite care program may request that the superintendent of the bureau investigate and 
determine, with respect to any individual who has applied for employment in a position that does not 

involve providing direct care to a pediatric respite care patient, whether the bureau has any 

information gathered under division (A) of this section that pertains to that individual. 

On receipt of a request under this division, the superintendent shall determine whether that 

information exists and, on request of the individual requesting information, shall also request from 

the federal bureau of investigation any criminal records it has pertaining to the applicant. The 

superintendent or the superintendent's designee also may request criminal history records from other 

states or the federal government pursuant to the national crime prevention and privacy compact set 

forth in section 109.571 of the Revised Code. Within thirty days of the date a request is received, 



Am. Sub. H.B. No. 315 135th G.A. 
12 

subject to division (E)(2) of this section, the superintendent shall send to the requester a report of 

any information determined to exist, including information contained in records that have been 

sealed under section 2953.32 of the Revised Code, and, within thirty days of its receipt, shall send 

the requester a report of any information received from the federal bureau of investigation, other 

than information the dissemination of which is prohibited by federal law. 

(H) Information obtained by a government entity or person under this section is confidential 

and shall not be released or disseminated. 

(I) The superintendent may charge a reasonable fee for providing information or criminal 

records under division (F)(2) or (G) of this section. 

(J) As used in this section: 
(1) "Pediatric respite care program" and "pediatric care patient" have the same meanings as 

in section 3712.01 of the Revised Code. 

(2) "Sexually oriented offense" and "child-victim oriented offense" have the same meanings 

as in section 2950.01 of the Revised Code. 

(3) "Registered private provider" means a nonpublic school or entity registered with the 

department of education and workforce under section 3310.41 of the Revised Code to participate in 

the autism scholarship program or ~ection 3310.58 of the Revised Code to participate in the Jon 

Peterson special needs scholarship program. 

Sec. 109.572. (A)(l) Upon receipt of a request pursuant to section 121.08, 3301.32, 

3301.541, or 3319.39 of the Revised Code, a completed form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) 

of this section, and a set of fingerprint impressions obtained in the manner described in division (C) 

(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall 

conduct a criminal records check in the manner described in division (B) of this section to determine 

whether any information exists that indicates that the person who is the subject of the request 

previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any of the following: 

(a) A violation of section 2903.01, 2903.02, 2903.03, 2903.04, 2903.041, 2903.06, 2903.08, 

2903.11, 2903.12, 2903.13, 2903.16, 2903.21, 2903.34, 2905.01, 2905.02, 2905.05, 2905.11, 

2905.32, 2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.04, 2907.05, 2907.06, 2907.07, 2907.08, 2907.09, 2907.19, 

2907.21, 2907.22, 2907.23, 2907.25, 2907.31, 2907.32, 2907.321, 2907.322, 2907.323, 2911.01, 

2911.02, 2911.11, 2911.12, 2919.12, 2919.22, 2919.24, 2919.25, 2923.12, 2923.13, 2923.161, 

2923.17, 2923.21, 2923.42, 2925.02, 2925.03, 2925.04, 2925.041, 2925.05, 2925.06, 2925.13, 

2925.22, 2925.23, 2925.24, 2925.31, 2925.32, 2925.36, 2925.37, or 3716.11 of the Revised Code, 

felonious sexual penetration in violation of former section 2907.12 of the Revised Code, a violation 

of section 2905 .04 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to July 1, 1996, a violation of section 

2919.23 of the Revised Code that would have been a violation of section 2905.04 of the Revised 

Code as it existed prior to July 1, 1996, had the violation been committed prior to that date, or a 

violation of section 2925 .11 of the Revised Code that is not a minor drug possession offense; 

(b) A violation of an existing or former law of this state, any other state, or the United States 
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that is substantially equivalent to any of the offenses listed in division (A)(l)(a) of this section; 

(c) If the request is made pursuant to section 3319 .39 of the Revised Code for an applicant 

who is a teacher, any offense specified under section 9.79 of the Revised Code or in section 3319 .31 

of the Revised Code. 
(2) On receipt of a request pursuant to section 3712.09 or 3721.121 of the Revised Code, a 

completed form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of fingerprint 
impressions obtained in the manner described in division (C)(2) of this section, the superintendent of 

the bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal records check with 

respect to any person who has applied for employment in a position for which a criminal records 

check is required by those sections. The superintendent shall conduct the criminal records check in 

the manner described in division (B) of this section to determine whether any information exists that 

indicates that the person who is the subject of the request previously has been convicted of or 

pleaded guilty to any of the following: 
(a) A violation of section 2903.01, 2903.02, 2903.03, 2903.04, 2903.11, 2903.12, 2903.13, 

2903.16, 2903.21, 2903.34, 2905.01, 2905.02, 2905.11, 2905.12, 2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.05, 

2907.06, 2907.07, 2907.08, 2907.09, 2907.12, 2907.25, 2907.31, 2907.32, 2907.321, 2907.322, 

2907.323, 2911.01, 2911.02, 2911.11, 2911.12, 2911.13, 2913.02, 2913.03, 2913.04, 2913.11, 

2913.21, 2913.31, 2913.40, 2913.43, 2913.47, 2913.51, 2919.25, 2921.36, 2923.12, 2923.13, 

2923.161, 2925.02, 2925.03, 2925.11, 2925.13, 2925.22, 2925.23, or 3716.11 of the Revised Code; 

(b) An existing or former law of this state, any other state, or the United States that is 

substantially equivalent to any of the offenses listed in division (A)(2)(a) of this section. 

(3) On receipt of a request pursuant to section 173.27, 173.38, 173.381, 3740.11, 5119.34, 

5164.34, 5164.341, 5164.342, 5123.081, or 5123.169 of the Revised Code, a completed form 

prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of fingerprint impressions obtained in 

the manner described in division (C)(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau of criminal 

identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal records check of the person for whom the 

request is made. The superintendent shall conduct the criminal records check in the manner 

described in division (B) of this section to determine whether any information exists that indicates 

that the person who is the subject of the request previously has been convicted of, has pleaded guilty 

to, or ( except in the case of a request pursuant to section 5164.34, 5164.341, or 5164.342 of the 

Revised Code) has been found eligible for intervention in lieu of conviction for any of the following, 

regardless of the date of the conviction, the date of entry of the guilty plea, or ( except in the case of a 

request pursuant to section 5164.34, 5164.341, or 5164.342 of the Revised Code) the date the person 

was found eligible for intervention in lieu of conviction: 

(a) A violation of section 959.13, 959.131, 2903.01, 2903.02, 2903.03, 2903.04, 2903.041, 

2903.11, 2903.12, 2903.13, 2903.15, 2903.16, 2903.21, 2903.211, 2903.22, 2903.34, 2903.341, 

2905.01, 2905.02, 2905.05, 2905.11, 2905.12, 2905.32, 2905.33, 2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.04, 
2907.05, 2907.06, 2907.07, 2907.08, 2907.09, 2907.21, 2907.22, 2907.23, 2907.24, 2907.25, 
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2907.31, 2907.32, 2907.321, 2907.322, 2907.323, 2907.33, 2909.02, 2909.03, 2909.04, 2909.22, 
2909.23, 2909.24, 2911.01, 2911.02, 2911.11, 2911.12, 2911.13, 2913.02, 2913.03, 2913.04, 
2913.05, 2913.11, 2913.21, 2913.31, 2913.32, 2913.40, 2913.41, 2913.42, 2913.43, 2913.44, 

2913.441, 2913.45, 2913.46, 2913.47, 2913.48, 2913.49, 2913.51, 2917.01, 2917.02, 2917.03, 
2917.31, 2919.12, 2919.121, 2919.123, 2919.124, 2919.22, 2919.23, 2919.24, 2919.25, 2921.03, 

2921.11, 2921.12, 2921.13, 2921.21, 2921.24, 2921.32, 2921.321, 2921.34, 2921.35, 2921.36, 
2921.51, 2923.12, 2923.122, 2923.123, 2923.13, 2923.161, 2923.162, 2923.21, 2923.32, 2923.42, 
2925.02, 2925.03, 2925.04, 2925.041, 2925.05, 2925.06, 2925.09, 2925.11, 2925.13, 2925.14, 
2925.22, 2925.23, 2925.24, 2925.36, 2925.55, 2925.56, 2927.12, or 3716.11 of the Revised Code; 

(b) Felonious sexual penetration in violation of former section 2907.12 of the Revised Code; 

(c) A violation of section 2905 .04 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to July 1, 1996; 
(d) A violation of section 2923.01, 2923.02, or 2923.03 of the Revised Code when the 

underlying offense that is the object of the conspiracy, attempt, or complicity is one of the offenses 

listed in divisions (A)(3)(a) to (c) of this section; 
(e) A violation of an existing or former municipal ordinance or law of this state, any other 

state, or the United States that is substantially equivalent to any of the offenses listed in divisions (A) 

(3)(a) to (d) of this section. 
(4) On receipt of a request pursuant to section 2 l 51.86-ffl'-._2151.904, or 5103.053 of the 

Revised Code, a completed form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of 
fingerprint impressions obtained in the manner described in division (C)(2) of this section, the 
superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal 
records check in the manner described in division (B) of this section to determine whether any 
information exists that indicates that the person who is the subject of the request previously has been 

convicted of or pleaded guilty to any of the following: 
(a) A violation of section 959.13, 2151.421, 2903.01, 2903.02, 2903.03, 2903.04, 2903.041, 

2903.06, 2903.08, 2903.11, 2903.12, 2903.13, 2903.15, 2903.16, 2903.21, 2903.211, 2903.22, 

2903.32, 2903.34, 2905.01, 2905.02, 2905.05, 2905.32, 2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.04, 2907.05, 
2907.06, 2907.07, 2907.08, 2907.09, 2907.19, 2907.21, 2907.22, 2907.23, 2907.25, 2907.31, 

2907.32, 2907.321, 2907.322, 2907.323, 2909.02, 2909.03, 2909.22, 2909.23, 2909.24, 2911.01, 
2911.02, 2911.11, 2911. 12, 2913.49, 2917.01, 2917.02, 2919.12, 2919.22, 2919.24, 2919.25, 
2923.12, 2923.13, 2923.161, 2923.17, 2923.21, 2925.02, 2925.03, 2925.04, 2925.041, 2925.05, 
2925.06, 2925.13, 2925.22, 2925.23, 2925.24, 2925.31, 2925.32, 2925.36, 2925.37, 2927.12, or 
3716.11 of the Revised Code, a violation of section 2905.04 of the Revised Code as it existed prior 
to July 1, 1996, a violation of section 2919.23 of the Revised Code that would have been a violation 
of section 2905.04 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to July 1, 1996, had the violation been 
committed prior to that date, a violation of section 2925.11 of the Revised Code that is not a minor 
drug possession offense, two or more OVI or OVUAC violations committed within the three years 
immediately preceding the submission of the application or petition that is the basis of the request, 
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or felonious sexual penetration in violation of former section 2907.12 of the Revised Code, or a 

violation of Chapter 2919. of the Revised Code that is a felony; 

(b) A violation of an existing or former law of this state, any other state, or the United States 

that is substantially equivalent to any of the offenses listed in division (A)(4)(a) of this section. 

(5) Upon receipt of a request pursuant to section 5104.013 of the Revised Code, a completed 

form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of fingerprint impressions 

obtained in the manner described in division (C)(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau 

of criminal identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal records check in the manner 

described in division (B) of this section to determine whether any information exists that indicates 

that the person who is the subject of the request has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any of the 

following: 

(a) A violation of section 2151.421, 2903.01, 2903.02, 2903.03, 2903.04, 2903.11, 2903.12, 

2903.13, 2903.16, 2903.21, 2903.22, 2903.34, 2905.01, 2905.02, 2905.05, 2905.11, 2905 .32, 

2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.04, 2907.05, 2907.06, 2907.07, 2907.08, 2907.09, 2907.19, 2907.21, 

2907.22, 2907.23, 2907.24, 2907.25, 2907.31, 2907.32, 2907.321, 2907.322, 2907.323, 2909.02, 

2909.03, 2909.04, 2909.05, 2911.01, 2911.02, 2911.11, 2911.12, 2913.02, 2913.03, 2913.04, 

2913.041, 2913.05, 2913.06, 2913.11, 2913.21, 2913.31, 2913.32, 2913.33, 2913.34, 2913.40, 

2913.41, 2913.42, 2913.43, 2913.44, 2913.441, 2913.45, 2913.46, 2913.47, 2913.48, 2913.49, 

2917.01, 2917.02, 2917.03, 2917.31, 2919.12, 2919.22, 2919.224, 2919.225, 2919.24, 2919.25, 

2921.03, 2921.11, 2921.13, 2921.14, 2921.34, 2921.35, 2923.01, 2923.12, 2923.13, 2923.161, 

2925.02, 2925.03, 2925.04, 2925.05, 2925.06, or 3716.11 of the Revised Code, felonious sexual 

penetration in violation of former section 2907.12 of the Revised Code, a violation of section 

2905.04 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to July 1, 1996, a violation of section 2919.23 of the 

Revised Code that would have been a violation of section 2905 .04 of the Revised Code as it existed 

prior to July 1, 1996, had the violation been committed prior to that date, a violation of section 

2925 .11 of the Revised Code that is not a minor drug possession offense, a violation of section 

2923.02 or 2923.03 of the Revised Code that relates to a crime specified in this division, or a second 

violation of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code within five years of the date of application for 

licensure or certification. 

(b) A violation of an existing or former law of this state, any other state, or the United States 

that is substantially equivalent to any of the offenses or violations described in division (A)(5)(a) of 
this section. 

(6) Upon receipt of a request pursuant to section 5153 .111 of the Revised Code, a completed 

form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of fingerprint impressions 

obtained in the manner described in division (C)(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau 

of criminal identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal records check in the manner 

described in division (B) of this section to determine whether any information exists that indicates 

that the person who is the subject of the request previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty 
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to any of the following: 

(a) A violation of section 2903.01, 2903.02, 2903.03, 2903.04, 2903.11, 2903.12, 2903.13, 

2903.16, 2903.21, 2903.34, 2905.01, 2905.02, 2905.05, 2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.04, 2907.05, 

2907.06, 2907.07, 2907.08, 2907.09, 2907.21, 2907.22, 2907.23, 2907.25, 2907.31, 2907.32, 

2907.321, 2907.322, 2907.323, 2909.02, 2909.03, 2911.01, 2911.02, 2911.11, 2911.12, 2919.12, 

2919.22, 2919.24, 2919.25, 2923.12, 2923.13, 2923.161, 2925.02, 2925.03, 2925.04, 2925.05, 

2925.06, or 3716.11 of the Revised Code, felonious sexual penetration in violation of former section 

2907.12 of the Revised Code, a violation of section 2905.04 of the Revised Code as it existed prior 

to July 1, 1996, a violation of section 2919.23 of the Revised Code that would have been a violation 

of section 2905.04 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to July 1, 1996, had the violation been 

committed prior to that date, or a violation of section 2925 .11 of the Revised Code that is not a 

minor drug possession offense; 

(b) A violation of an existing or former law of this state, any other state, or the United States 

that is substantially equivalent to any of the offenses listed in division (A)(6)(a) of this section. 

(7) On receipt of a request for a criminal records check from an individual pursuant to 

section 4749.03 or 4749.06 of the Revised Code, accompanied by a completed copy of the form 
prescribed in division (C)(l) of this section and a set of fingerprint impressions obtained in a manner 

described in division (C)(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau of criminal 

identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal records check in the manner described in 

division (B) of this section to determine whether any information exists indicating that the person 

who is the subject of the request has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any criminal offense in 

this state or in any other state. If the individual indicates that a firearm will be carried in the course 

of business, the superintendent shall require information from the federal bureau of investigation as 

described in division (B)(2) of this section. Subject to division (F) of this section, the superintendent 

shall report the findings of the criminal records check and any information the federal bureau of 

investigation provides to the director of public safety. 

(8) On receipt of a request pursuant to section 1321.37, 1321.53, or 4763.05 of the Revised 

Code, a completed form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of 

fingerprint impressions obtained in the manner described in division (C)(2) of this section, the 

superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal 

records check with respect to any person who has applied for a license, permit, or certification from 

the department of commerce or a division in the department. The superintendent shall conduct the 

criminal records check in the manner described in division (B) of this section to determine whether 

any information exists that indicates that the person who is the subject of the request previously has 

been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any criminal offense in this state, any other state, or the 

United States. 

(9) On receipt of a request for a criminal records check from the treasurer of state under 

section 113.041 of the Revised Code or from an individual under section 928.03, 4701.08, 4715.101, 
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4717.061, 4725.121, 4725.501, 4729.071, 4729.53, 4729.90, 4729.92, 4730.101, 4730.14, 4730.28, 

4731.081, 4731.15, 4731.171, 4731.222, 4731.281, 4731.531, 4732.091, 4734.202, 4740.061, 

4741.10, 4747.051, 4751.20, 4751.201, 4751.21, 4753.061, 4755.70, 4757.101, 4759.061, 4760.032, 

4760.06, 4761.051, 4762.031, 4762.06, 4774.031, 4774.06, 4776.021, 4778.04, 4778.07, 4779.091, 

or 4783.04 of the Revised Code, accompanied by a completed form prescribed under division (C)(l) 

of this section and a set of fingerprint impressions obtained in the manner described in division (C) 

(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall 

conduct a criminal records check in the manner described in division (B) of this section to determine 

whether any information exists that indicates that the person who is the subject of the request has 

been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any criminal offense in this state or any other state. Subject to 

division (F) of this section, the superintendent shall send the results of a check requested under 

section 113.041 of the Revised Code to the treasurer of state and shall send the results of a check 

requested under any of the other listed sections to the licensing board specified by the individual in 

the request. 

(10) On receipt of a request pursuant to section 124.74, 718.131, 1121.23, 1315.141, 

1733.47, or 1761.26 of the Revised Code, a completed form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) 

of this section, and a set of fingerprint impressions obtained in the manner described in division (C) 

(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall 

conduct a criminal records check in the manner described in division (B) of this section to determine 

whether any information exists that indicates that the person who is the subject of the request 

previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any criminal offense under any existing or 

former law of this state, any other state, or the United States. 

(11) On receipt of a request for a criminal records check from an appointing or licensing 
authority under section 3772.07 of the Revised Code, a completed form prescribed under division 

(C)(l) of this section, and a set of fingerprint impressions obtained in the manner prescribed in 

division (C)(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and 

investigation shall conduct a criminal records check in the manner described in division (B) of this 

section to determine whether any information exists that indicates that the person who is the subject 

of the request previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty or no contest to any offense under 

any existing or former law of this state, any other state, or the United States that makes the person 

ineligible for appointment or retention under section 3772.07 of the Revised Code or that is a 

disqualifying offense as defined in that section or substantially equivalent to a disqualifying offense, 

as applicable. 

(12) On receipt of a request pursuant to section 2151.33 or 2151.412 of the Revised Code, a 

completed form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of fingerprint 

impressions obtained in the manner described in division (C)(2) of this section, the superintendent of 

the bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal records check with 

respect to any person for whom a criminal records check is required under that section. The 
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superintendent shall conduct the criminal records check in the manner described in division (B) of 

this section to determine whether any information exists that indicates that the person who is the 

subject of the request previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any of the following: 

(a) A violation of section 2903.01, 2903.02, 2903.03, 2903.04, 2903.11, 2903.12, 2903.13, 

2903.16, 2903.21, 2903.34, 2905.01, 2905.02, 2905.11, 2905.12, 2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.05, 

2907.06, 2907.07, 2907.08, 2907.09, 2907.12, 2907.25, 2907.31, 2907.32, 2907.321, 2907.322, 

2907.323, 2911.01, 2911.02, 2911.11, 2911.12, 2911.13, 2913.02, 2913.03, 2913.04, 2913.11, 

2913.21, 2913.31, 2913.40, 2913.43, 2913.47, 2913.51, 2919.25, 2921.36, 2923.12, 2923.13, 
2923.161, 2925.02, 2925.03, 2925.11, 2925.13, 2925.22, 2925.23, or 3716.11 of the Revised Code; 

(b) An existing or former law of this state, any other state, or the United States that is 

substantially equivalent to any of the offenses listed in division (A)( 12)( a) of this section. 

(13) On receipt of a request pursuant to section 3796.12 of the Revised Code, a completed 

form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of fingerprint impressions 

obtained in a manner described in division (C)(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau of 

criminal identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal records check in the manner 

described in division (B) of this section to determine whether any information exists that indicates 

that the person who is the subject of the request previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty 

to a disqualifying offense as specified in rules adopted under section 9.79 and division (B)(2)(b) of 

section 3796.03 of the Revised Code if the person who is the subject of the request is an 

administrator or other person responsible for the daily operation of, or an owner or prospective 

owner, officer or prospective officer, or board member or prospective board member of, an entity 

seeking a license from the department of commerce under Chapter 3796. of the Revised Code. 

(14) On receipt of a request required by section 3 796.13 of the Revised Code, a completed 

form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of fingerprint impressions 

obtained in a manner described in division (C)(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau of 

criminal identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal records check in the manner 

described in division (B) of this section to determine whether any information exists that indicates 

that the person who is the subject of the request previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty 

to a disqualifying offense as specified in rules adopted under division (B)(l4)(a) of section 3796.03 

of the Revised Code if the person who is the subject of the request is seeking employment with an 

entity licensed by the department of commerce under Chapter 3796. of the Revised Code. 

(15) On receipt of a request pursuant to section 4768.06 of the Revised Code, a completed 

form prescribed under division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of fingerprint impressions obtained in 

the manner described in division (C)(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau of criminal 

identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal records check in the manner described in 

division (B) of this section to determine whether any information exists indicating that the person 

who is the subject of the request has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any criminal offense in 
this state or in any other state. 
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(16) On receipt of a request pursuant to division (B) of section 4764.07 or division (A) of 

section 4735.143 of the Revised Code, a completed form prescribed under division (C)(l) of this 

section, and a set of fingerprint impressions obtained in the manner described in division (C)(2) of 

this section, the superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall 

conduct a criminal records check in the manner described in division (B) of this section to determine 

whether any information exists indicating that the person who is the subject of the request has been 

convicted of or pleaded guilty to any criminal offense in any state or the United States. 

(17) On receipt of a request for a criminal records check under section 147.022 of the 

Revised Code, a completed form prescribed under division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of 

fingerprint impressions obtained in the manner prescribed in division (C)(2) of this section, the 

superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal 

records check in the manner described in division (B) of this section to determine whether any 

information exists that indicates that the person who is the subject of the request previously has been 

convicted of or pleaded guilty or no contest to any criminal offense under any existing or former law 

of this state, any other state, or the United States. 

(18) Upon receipt of a request pursuant to division (F) of section 2915.081 or division (E) of 

section 2915 .082 of the Revised Code, a completed form prescribed under division (C)(l) of this 

section, and a set of fingerprint impressions obtained in the manner described in division (C)(2) of 

this section, the superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall 

conduct a criminal records check in the manner described in division (B) of this section to determine 

whether any information exists indicating that the person who is the subject of the request has been 

convicted of or pleaded guilty or no contest to any offense that is a violation of Chapter 2915. of the 

Revised Code or to any offense under any existing or former law of this state, any other state, or the 

United States that is substantially equivalent to such an offense. 

(19) On receipt of a request pursuant to section 3775.03 of the Revised Code, a completed 

form prescribed under division (C)(l) of this section, and a set of fingerprint impressions obtained in 

the manner described in division (C)(2) of this section, the superintendent of the bureau of criminal 

identification and investigation shall conduct a criminal records check in the manner described in 

division (B) of this section and shall request information from the federal bureau of investigation to 

determine whether any information exists indicating that the person who is the subject of the request 

has been convicted of any offense under any existing or former law of this state, any other state, or 

the United States that is a disqualifying offense as defined in section 3772.07 of the Revised Code. 

(B) Subject to division (F) of this section, the superintendent shall conduct any criminal 

records check to be conducted under this section as follows: 

(1) The superintendent shall review or cause to be reviewed any relevant information 

gathered and compiled by the bureau under division (A) of section 109.57 of the Revised Code that 

relates to the person who is the subject of the criminal records check, including, if the criminal 

records check was requested under section 113.041, 121.08, 124.74, 173.27, 173.38, 173.381, 
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718.131, 928.03, 1121.23, 1315.141, 1321.37, 1321.53, 1733.47, 1761.26, 2151.86, 3301.32, 
3301.541, 3319.39, 3740.11, 3712.09, 3721.121, 3772.07, 3775.03, 3796.12, 3796.13, 4729.071, 
4729.53, 4729.90, 4729.92, 4749.03, 4749.06, 4763.05, 4764.07, 4768.06, 5103.053, 5104.013, 

5164.34, 5164.341, 5164.342, 5123.081, 5123.169, or 5153.111 of the Revised Code, any relevant 
information contained in records that have been sealed under section 2953.32 of the Revised Code; 

(2) If the request received by the superintendent asks for information from the federal bureau 

of investigation, the superintendent shall request from the federal bureau of investigation any 
information it has with respect to the person who is the subject of the criminal records check, 
including fingerprint-based checks of national crime information databases as described in 42 U.S.C. 
671 if the request is made pursuant to section 2151.86, 5103.053, or 5104.013 of the Revised Code 

or if any other Revised Code section requires fingerprint-based checks of that nature, and shall 
review or cause to be reviewed any information the superintendent receives from that bureau. If a 
request under section 3319.39 of the Revised Code asks only for information from the federal bureau 
of investigation, the superintendent shall not conduct the review prescribed by division (B)(l) of this 

section. 
(3) The superintendent or the superintendent's designee may request criminal history records 

from other states or the federal government pursuant to the national crime prevention and privacy 
compact set forth in section 109.571 of the Revised Code. 

(4) The superintendent shall include in the results of the criminal records check a list or 
description of the offenses listed or described in the relevant provision of division (A) of this 

section. The superintendent shall exclude from the results any information the dissemination of 
which is prohibited by federal law. 

(5) The superintendent shall send the results of the criminal records check to the person to 
whom it is to be sent not later than the following number of days after the date the superintendent 
receives the request for the criminal records check, the completed form prescribed under division 
(C)(l) of this section, and the set of fingerprint impressions obtained in the manner described in 
division (C)(2) of this section: 

(a) If the superintendent is required by division (A) of this section (other than division (A)(3) 
of this section) to conduct the criminal records check, thirty; 

(b) If the superintendent is required by division (A)(3) of this section to conduct the criminal 

records check, sixty. 
(C)(l) The superintendent shall prescribe a form to obtain the information necessary to 

conduct a criminal records check from any person for whom a criminal records check is to be 
conducted under this section. The form that the superintendent prescribes pursuant to this division 
may be in a tangible format, in an electronic format, or in both tangible and electronic formats. 

(2) The superintendent shall prescribe standard impression sheets to obtain the fingerprint 
impressions of any person for whom a criminal records check is to be conducted under this section. 
Any person for whom a records check is to be conducted under this section shall obtain the 
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fingerprint impressions at a county sheriffs office, municipal police department, or any other entity 

with the ability to make fingerprint impressions on the standard impression sheets prescribed by the 

superintendent. The office, department, or entity may charge the person a reasonable fee for making 

the impressions. The standard impression sheets the superintendent prescribes pursuant to this 

division may be in a tangible format, in an electronic format, or in both tangible and electronic 

formats. 
(3) Subject to division (D) of this section, the superintendent shall prescribe and charge a 

reasonable fee for providing a criminal records check under this section. The person requesting the 

criminal records check shall pay the fee prescribed pursuant to this division. In the case of a request 

under section 1121.23, 1155.03, 1163.05, 1315.141, 1733.47, 1761.26, 2151.33, 2151.412, or 

5164.34 of the Revised Code, the fee shall be paid in the manner specified in that section. 
(4) The superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation may 

prescribe methods of forwarding fingerprint impressions and information necessary to conduct a 

criminal records check, which methods shall include, but not be limited to, an electronic method. 

(D) The results of a criminal records check conducted under this section, other than a 

criminal records check specified in division (A)(7) of this section, are valid for the person who is the 

subject of the criminal records check for a period of one year from the date upon which the 

superintendent completes the criminal records check. If during that period the superintendent 

receives another request for a criminal records check to be conducted under this section for that 

person, the superintendent shall provide the results from the previous criminal records check of the 

person at a lower fee than the fee prescribed for the initial criminal records check. 

(E) When the superintendent receives a request for information from a registered private 

provider, the superintendent shall proceed as if the request was received from a school district board 

of education under section 3319 .39 of the Revised Code. The superintendent shall apply division (A) 

(l)(c) of this section to any such request for an applicant who is a teacher. 

(F)(l) Subject to division (F)(2) of this section, all information regarding the results of a 

criminal records check conducted under this section that the superintendent reports or sends under 

division (A)(7) or (9) of this section to the director of public safety, the treasurer of state, or the 

person, board, or entity that made the request for the criminal records check shall relate to the 

conviction of the subject person, or the subject person's plea of guilty to, a criminal offense. 

(2) Division (F)(l) of this section does not limit, restrict, or preclude the superintendent's 

release of information that relates to the arrest of a person who is eighteen years of age or older, to 

an adjudication of a child as a delinquent child, or to a criminal conviction of a person under 

eighteen years of age in circumstances in which a release of that nature is authorized under division 

(E)(2), (3), or ( 4) of section 109 .57 of the Revised Code pursuant to a rule adopted under division 

(E)(l) of that section. 

(G) As used in this section: 

(1) "Criminal records check" means any criminal records check conducted by the 
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superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation in accordance with division 

(B) of this section. 

(2) "Minor drug possession offense" has the same meaning as in section 2925.01 of the 

Revised Code. 

(3) "OVI or OVUAC violation" means a violation of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code or 

a violation of an existing or former law of this state, any other state, or the United States that is 

substantially equivalent to section 4511.19 of the Revised Code. 

(4) "Registered private provider" means a nonpublic school or entity registered with the 

department of education and workforce under section 3310.41 of the Revised Code to participate in 

the autism scholarship program or section 3310.58 of the Revised Code to participate in the Jon 

Peterson special needs scholarship program. 

Sec. 109.71. There is hereby created in the office of the attorney general the Ohio peace 

officer training commission. The commission shall consist of ten members appointed by the 

governor with the advice and consent of the senate and selected as follows: one member 

representing the public; one member who represents a fraternal organization representing law 

enforcement officers; two members who are incumbent sheriffs; two members who are incumbent 

chiefs of police; one member from the bureau of criminal identification and investigation; one 

member from the state highway patrol; one member who is the special agent in charge of a field 

office of the federal bureau of investigation in this state; and one member from the department of 

education and workforce, trade and industrial education services, law enforcement training. 

This section does not confer any arrest authority or any ability or authority to detain a 

person, write or issue any citation, or provide any disposition alternative, as granted under Chapter 

2935. of the Revised Code. 

Pursuant to division (A)(9) of section 10 t .82 of the Revised Code, the commission is exempt 

from the requirements of sections 101.82 to 101.87 of the Revised Code. 

As used in sections 109.71 to 109.801 of the Revised Code: 

(A) "Peace officer" means: 

(1) A deputy sheriff, marshal, deputy marshal, member of the organized police department 

of a township or municipal corporation, member of a township police district or joint police district 

police force, member of a police force employed by a metropolitan housing authority under division 

(D) of section 3735 .31 of the Revised Code, or township constable, who is commissioned and 

employed as a peace officer by a political subdivision of this state or by a metropolitan housing 

authority, and whose primary duties are to preserve the peace, to protect life and property, and to 

enforce the laws of this state, ordinances of a municipal corporation, resolutions of a township, or 
regulations of a board of county commissioners or board of township trustees, or any of those laws, 

ordinances, resolutions, or regulations; 

(2) A police officer who is employed by a railroad company and appointed and 
commissioned by the secretary of state pursuant to sections 4973.17 to 4973.22 of the Revised Code; 
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(3) Employees of the department of taxation engaged in the enforcement of Chapter 5743. of 

the Revised Code and designated by the tax commissioner for peace officer training for purposes of 

the delegation of investigation powers under section 5743.45 of the Revised Code; 

(4) An undercover drug agent; 

(5) Enforcement agents of the department of public safety whom the director of public safety 

designates under section 5502.14 of the Revised Code; 

(6) An employee of the department of natural resources who is a natural resources law 

enforcement staff officer designated pursuant to section 1501.013, a natural resources officer 

appointed pursuant to section 1501.24, a forest-fire investigator appointed pursuant to section 

1503.09, or a wildlife officer designated pursuant to section 1531.13 of the Revised Code; 

(7) An employee of a park district who is designated pursuant to section 511.232 or 1545.13 

of the Revised Code; 

(8) An employee of a conservancy district who is designated pursuant to section 6101.75 of 

the Revised Code; 

(9) A police officer who is employed by a hospital that employs and maintains its own 

proprietary police department or security department, and who is appointed and commissioned by 
the secretary of state pursuant to sections 4973 .17 to 4973 .22 of the Revised Code; 

(10) Veterans' homes police officers designated under section 5907.02 of the Revised Code; 

(11) A police officer who is employed by a qualified nonprofit corporation police 
department pursuant to section 1702.80 of the Revised Code; 

(12) A state university law enforcement officer appointed under section 3345.04 of the 

Revised Code or a person serving as a state university law enforcement officer on a permanent basis 

on June 19, 1978, who has been awarded a certificate by the executive director of the Ohio peace 

officer training commission attesting to the person's satisfactory completion of an approved state, 

county, municipal, or department of natural resources peace officer basic training program; 

(13) A special police officer employed by the department of mental health and addiction 

services pursuant to section 5119.08 of the Revised Code or the department of developmental 

disabilities pursuant to section 5123 .13 of the Revised Code; 

(14) A member of a campus police department appointed under section 1713.50 of the 

Revised Code; 

(15) A member of a police force employed by a regional transit authority under division (Y) 

of section 306.35 of the Revised Code; 

(16) Investigators appointed by the auditor of state pursuant to section 117.091 of the 

Revised Code and engaged in the enforcement of Chapter 117. of the Revised Code; 

(17) A special police officer designated by the superintendent of the state highway patrol 

pursuant to section 5503.09 of the Revised Code or a person who was serving as a special police 

officer pursuant to that section on a permanent basis on October 21, 1997, and who has been 

awarded a certificate by the executive director of the Ohio peace officer training commission 
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attesting to the person's satisfactory completion of an approved state, county, municipal, or 

department of natural resources peace officer basic training program; 

(18) A special police officer employed by a port authority under section 4582.04 or 4582.28 

of the Revised Code or a person serving as a special police officer employed by a port authority on a 

permanent basis on May 17, 2000, who has been awarded a certificate by the executive director of 

the Ohio peace officer training commission attesting to the person's satisfactory completion of an 

approved state, county, municipal, or department of natural _resources peace officer basic training 

program; 

(19) A special police officer employed by a municipal corporation who has been awarded a 

certificate by the executive director of the Ohio peace officer training commission for satisfactory 

completion of an approved peace officer basic training program and who is employed on a 

permanent basis on or after March 19, 2003, at a municipal airport, or other municipal air navigation 

facility, that has scheduled operations, as defined in section 119.3 of Title 14 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations, 14 C.F,R. 119.3, as amended, and that is required to be under a security program and is 

governed by aviation security rules of the transportation security administration of the United States 

department of transportation as provided in Parts 1542. and 1544. of Title 49 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations, as amended; 
(20) A police officer who is employed by an owner or operator of an amusement park that 

has an average yearly attendance in excess of six hundred thousand guests and that employs and 
maintains its own proprietary police department or security department, and who is appointed and 

commissioned by a judge of the appropriate municipal court or county court pursuant to section 

4973.17 of the Revised Code; 

(21) A police officer who is employed by a bank, savings and loan association, savings bank, 

credit union, or association of banks, savings and loan associations, savings banks, or credit unions, 

who has been appointed and commissioned by the secretary of state pursuant to sections 4973.17 to 

4973.22 of the Revised Code, and who has been awarded a certificate by the executive director of 

the Ohio peace officer training commission attesting to the person's satisfactory completion of a 

state, county, municipal, or department of natural resources peace officer basic training program; 

(22) An investigator, as defined in section 109.541 of the Revised Code, of the bureau of 

criminal identification and investigation who is commissioned by the superintendent of the bureau as 

a special agent for the purpose of assisting law enforcement officers or providing emergency 

assistance to peace officers pursuant to authority granted under that section; 

(23) A state fire marshal law enforcement officer appointed under section 373 7.22 of the 

Revised Code or a person serving as a state fire marshal law enforcement officer on a permanent 

basis on or after July l, 1982, who has been awarded a certificate by the executive director of the 

Ohio peace officer training commission attesting to the person's satisfactory completion of an 
approved state, county, municipal, or department of natural resources peace officer basic training 

program; 
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(24) A gaming agent employed under section 3772.03 of the Revised Code; 

(25) An employee of the state board of pharmacy designated by the executive director of the 

board pursuant to section 4729.04 of the Revised Code to investigate violations of Chapters 2925., 

3715., 3719., 3796., 4729., and 4752. of the Revised Code and rules adopted thereunder. 

(B) "Undercover drug agent" has the same meaning as in division (B)(2) of section 109. 79 of 

the Revised Code. 

(C) "Crisis intervention training" means training in the use of interpersonal and 

communication skills to most effectively and sensitively interview victims of rape. 

(D) "Missing children" has the same meaning as in section 2901.30 of the Revised Code. 

(E) "Tactical medical professional" means an EMT, EMT-basic, AEMT, EMT-I, paramedic, 

nurse, or physician who is trained and certified in a nationally recognized tactical medical training 

program that is equivalent to "tactical combat casualty care" (TCCC) and "tactical emergency 

medical support" (TEMS) and who functions in the tactical or austere environment while attached to 
a law enforcement agency of either this state or a political subdivision of this state. 

(F) "EMT-basic," "EMT-I," and "paramedic" have the same meanings as in section 4765.01 

of the Revised Code and "EMT" and "AEMT" have the same meanings as in section 4765.011 of the 

Revised Code. 

(G) "Nurse" means any of the following: 

(1) Any person who is licensed to practice nursing as a registered nurse by the board of 

nursing; 

(2) Any certified nurse practitioner, clinical nurse specialist, certified registered nurse 

anesthetist, or certified nurse-midwife who holds a certificate of authority issued by the board of 

nursing under Chapter 4723. of the Revised Code; 

(3) Any person who is licensed to practice nursing as a licensed practical nurse by the board 

of nursing pursuant to Chapter 4 723. of the Revised Code. 

(I-I) "Physician" means a person who is licensed pursuant to Chapter 4731. of the Revised 

Code to practice medicine and surgery or osteopathic medicine and surgery. 

(I) "County correctional officer" has the same meaning as in section 341.41 of the Revised 

Code. 

(J)(l) "Fire investigator" means an employee of a fire department charged with investigating 

fires and explosions who has been authorized, in accordance with sections 737.27 and 3737.24 of the 

Revised Code, to perform the duties of investigating the origin and cause of fires and explosions 

using the scientific method to investigate elements of the event including the circumstances, actions, 

persons, means, and motives that resulted in the fire or explosion or the report of a fire or explosion 

within this state. 

(2) "Fire investigator" does not include a person who is acting as a fire investigator on behalf 

of an insurance company or any other privately owned or operated enterprise. 

(K) "Fire department" means a fire department of the state or an instrumentality of the state 
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or of a municipal corporation, township, joint fire district, or other political subdivision. 

(L) "At-risk youth" means an individual who is all of the following: 

(1) Under twenty-one years of age: 

(2) One of the following: 

(a) At risk of becoming an abused, neglected, or dependent child, delinquent or unruly child, 

or juvenile b·affic offender; 

(b) An abused, neglected, or dependent child, delinquent or unruly child, or juvenile traffic 

offender. 

(3) Residing in a state correctional institution, a department of youth services institution. or a 

residential facility. 

(M) 11 Residential facility" has the same meaning as in section 2151.46 of the Revised Code. 
109.7412 

Sec. 109.74ll~ (A) The attorney general, in consultation with the Ohio peace officer training 

commi.ssion and depa1tment of children and youth. shall adopt, in accordance with Chapter 119. or 

section 109.74 of the Revised Code, rules governing the training of peace officers in identifying and 

interacting with at-risk youth. 

(B) The Ohio peace officer training academy shall provide the training described in division 

(A) of this section to peace officers. 

Sec. 111.16. Except as provided in section 1701.041 of the Revised Code, the secretary of 

state shall charge and collect, for the benefit of the state, the following fees: 

(A) For filing and recording articles of incorporation of a domestic corporation, including 

designation of agent: 

(1) Wherein the corporation shall not be authorized to issue any shares of capital stock, 

ninety-nine dollars; 

(2) Wherein the corporation shall be authorized to issue shares of capital stock, with or 

without par value: 

(a) Ten cents for each share authorized up to and including one thousand shares; 

(b) Five cents for each share authorized in excess of one thousand shares up to and including 

ten thousand shares; 

(c) Two cents for each share authorized in excess of ten thousand shares up to and including 

fifty thousand shares; 

(d) One cent for each share authorized in excess of fifty thousand shares up to and including 

one hundred thousand shares; 

(e) One-half cent for each share authorized in excess of one hundred thousand shares up to 

and including five hundred thousand shares; 

(f) One-quarter cent for each share authorized in excess of five hundred thousand shares; 

provided no fee shall be less than ninety-nine dollars or greater than one hundred thousand dollars. 

(B) For filing and recording a certificate of amendment to or amended articles of 

incorporation of a domestic corporation, or for filing and recording a certificate of reorganization, a 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 315 135th G.A. 
27 

certificate of dissolution, or an amendment to a foreign license application: 

(1) If the domestic corporation is not authorized to issue any shares of capital stock, fifty 

dollars; 

(2) If the domestic corporation is authorized to issue shares of capital stock, fifty dollars, and 

in case of any increase in the number of shares authorized to be issued, a further sum computed in 

accordance with the schedule set forth in division (A)(2) of this section less a credit computed in the 

same manner for the number of shares previously authorized to be issued by the corporation; 

provided no fee under division (B)(2) of this section shall be greater than one hundred thousand 

dollars; 

(3) If the foreign corporation is not authorized to issue any shares of capital stock, fifty 

dollars; 

(4) If the foreign corporation is authorized to issue shares of capital stock, fifty dollars. 

(C) For filing and recording articles of incorporation of a savings and loan association, 

ninety-nine dollars; and for filing and recording a certificate of amendment to or amended articles of 

incorporation of a savings and loan association, fifty dollars; 

(D) For filing and recording a certificate of conversion, including a designation of agent, a 

certificate of merger, or a certificate of consolidation, ninety-nine dollars and, in the case of any new 

corporation resulting from a consolidation or any surviving corporation that has an increased number 

of shares authorized to be issued resulting from a merger, an additional sum computed in accordance 

with the schedule set forth in division (A)(2) of this section less a credit computed in the same 

manner for the number of shares previously authorized to be issued or represented in this state by 

each of the corporations for which a consolidation or merger is effected by the certificate; 

(E) For filing and recording articles of incorporation of a credit union or the American credit 

union guaranty association, ninety-nine dollars, and for filing and recording a certificate of increase 

in capital stock or any other amendment of the articles of incorporation of a credit union or the 

association, fifty dollars; 

(F) For filing and recording articles of organization of a limited liability company, for filing 

and recording an application to become a registered foreign limited liability company, for filing and 

recording a registration application to become a domestic limited liability partnership, or for filing 

and recording an application to become a registered foreign limited liability partnership, ninety-nine 

dollars; 

(G) For filing and recording a certificate of limited partnership or an application for 

registration as a foreign limited partnership, or for filing an initial statement of partnership authority 

pursuant to section 1776.33 of the Revised Code, ninety-nine dollars; 

(H) For filing a copy of papers evidencing the incorporation of a municipal corporation or of 

annexation of territory by a municipal corporation, five dollars, to be paid by the municipal 

corporation, the petitioners therefor, or their agent; 

(I) For filing and recording any of the following: 
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(1) A license to transact business in this state by a foreign corporation for profit pursuant to 

section 1703.04 of the Revised Code or a foreign nonprofit corporation pursuant to section 1703.27 

of the Revised Code, ninety-nine dollars; 

(2) A biennial report or biennial statement pursuant to section 1775.63, 1776.83, or 1785.06 

of the Revised Code, twenty-five dollars; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in this section or any other section of the Revised Code, 

any other certificate or paper that is required to be filed and recorded or is permitted to be filed and 

recorded by any provision of the Revised Code with the secretary of state, twenty-five dollars. 

(J) For filing any certificate or paper not required to be recorded, five dollars; 

(K)(l) For making copies of any certificate or other paper filed in the office of the secretary 

of state, a fee not to exceed one dollar per page, except as otherwise provided in the Revised Code, 

and for creating and affixing the seal of the office of the secretary of state to any good standing or 

other certificate, five dollars. For copies of certificates or papers required by state officers for 

official purpose, no charge shall be made. 

(2) For creating and affixing the seal of the office of the secretary of state to the certificates 

described in division (E) of section 1701.81, division (E) of section 1701.811, division (E) of section 

1705 .3 8, division (E) of section 1705 .381, division (D) of section 1702.43, division (E) of section 

1775.47, division (E) of section 1775.55, division (E) of section 1776.70, division (E) of section 

1776. 7 4, division (E) of section 1782.433, or division (E) of section 1782.4310 of the Revised Code, 

twenty-five dollars. 

(L) For a minister's license to solemnize marriages, ten dollars; 

(M) For examining documents to be filed at a later date for the purpose of advising as to the 
acceptability of the proposed filing, fifty dollars; 

(N) Fifty dollars for filing and recording any of the following: 

(1) A certificate of dissolution and accompanying documents, or a certificate of cancellation, 

under section 1701.86, 1702.47, 1705.43, 1706.471, 1776.65, or 1782.10 of the Revised Code; 

(2) A notice of dissolution of a foreign licensed corporation or a certificate of surrender of 

license by a foreign licensed corporation under section 1703.17 of the Revised Code; 

(3) The withdrawal of registration of a foreign or domestic limited liability partnership under 

section 1775.61, 1775.64, 1776.81, or 1776.86 of the Revised Code, or the certificate of cancellation 

of registration of a foreign limited liability company under section 1705 .57 or 1706.514 of the 

Revised Code; 

(4) The filing of a statement of denial under section 1706.20 or 1776.34 of the Revised 

Code, a statement of dissociation under section 1776.57 of the Revised Code, a statement of 

disclaimer of general partner status under Chapter 1782. of the Revised Code, &-a cancellation of 

disclaimer of general partner status under Chapter 1782. of the Revised Code, a statement of 

authority under section 1706.19 of the Revised Code. or an amendment or cancellation of a 

statement of authority under section 1706.19 of the Revised Code. 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 315 135th G.A. 
29 

(0) For filing a statement of continued existence by a nonprofit corporation, twenty-five 

dollars; 

(P) For filing a restatement under section 1705.08, 1706.161, or 1782.09 of the Revised 

Code, an amendment to a certificate of cancellation under section 1782.10 of the Revised Code, an 

amendment under section 1705.08, 1706.161, or 1782.09 of the Revised Code, or a correction under 

section 1705.55, 1706.173, 1706.511, 1706.513, 1775.61, 1775.64, 1776.12, or 1782.52 of the 

Revised Code, fifty dollars; 

(Q) For filing for reinstatement of an entity cancelled by operation of law, by the secretary of 

state, by order of the department of taxation, or by order of a court, twenty-five dollars; 

(R) For filing and recording any of the following: 

(1) A change of agent, resignation of agent, or change of agent's address under section 

1701.07, 1702.06, 1703.041, 1703.27, 1705.06, 1705.55, 1706.09, 1746.04, 1747.03, 1776.07, or 

1782.04 of the Revised Code, twenty-five dollars; 

(2) A multiple change of agent name or address, standardization of agent address, or 

resignation of agent under section 1701.07, 1702.06, 1703.041, 1703.27, 1705.06, 1705.55, 1706.09, 

1746.04, 1747.03, 1776.07, or 1782.04 of the Revised Code, one hundred twenty-five dollars, plus 

three dollars per entity record being changed, by the multiple agent update. 

(S) For filing and recording any of the following: 

(1) An application for the exclusive right to use a name or an application to reserve a name 

for future use under section 1701.05, 1702.05, 1703.31, 1705.05, 1706.07, or 1746.06 of the Revised 

Code, thirty-nine dollars; 

(2) A trade name or fictitious name registration or report, thirty-nine dollars; 

(3) An application to renew any item covered by division (S)(l) or (2) of this section that is 

permitted to be renewed, twenty-five dollars; 

(4) An assignment of rights for use of a name covered by division (S)(l ), (2), or (3) of this 

section, the cancellation of a name registration or name reservation that is so covered, or notice of a 

change of address of the registrant of a name that is so covered, twenty-five dollars. 

(T) For filing and recording a report to operate a business trust or a real estate investment 

trust, either foreign or domestic, ninety-nine dollars; and for filing and recording an amendment to a 

report or associated trust instrument, or a surrender of authority, to operate a business trust or real 
estate investment trust, fifty dollars; 

(U)(l) For filing and recording the registration of a trademark, service mark, or mark of 

ownership, one hundred twenty-five dollars; 

(2) For filing and recording the change of address of a registrant, the assignment of rights to 

a registration, a renewal of a registration, or the cancellation of a registration associated with a 

trademark, service mark, or mark of ownership, twenty-five dollars. 

(V) For filing a service of process with the secretary of state, five dollars per address to be 

served, except as otherwise provided in any section of the Revised Code. 
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Fees specified in this section may be paid by cash, check, or money order, by credit card in 

accordance with section 113.40 of the Revised Code, or by an alternative payment program in 

accordance with division (B) of section 111.18 of the Revised Code. Any credit card number or the 

expiration date of any credit card is not subject to disclosure under Chapter 149. of the Revised 

Code. 

Sec. 121.22. (A) This section shall be liberally construed to require public officials to take 

official action and to conduct all deliberations upon official business only in open meetings unless 

the subject matter is specifically excepted by law. 

(B) As used in this section: 

(1) "Public body" means any of the following: 

(a) Any board, commission, committee, council, or similar decision-making body of a state 

agency, institution, or authority, and any legislative authority or board, commission, committee, 

council, agency, authority, or similar decision-making body of any county, township, municipal 

corporation, school district, or other political subdivision or local public institution; 

(b) Any committee or subcommittee of a body described in division (B)(l)(a) of this section; 

(c) A court ofjurisdiction of a sanitary district organized wholly for the purpose of providing 

a water supply for domestic, municipal, and public use when meeting for the purpose of the 

appointment, removal, or reappointment of a member of the board of directors of such a district 

pursuant to section 6115 .10 of the Revised Code, if applicable, or for any other matter related to 

such a district other than litigation involving the district. As used in division (B)(l)(c) of this section, 

"court ofjurisdiction" has the same meaning as "court" in section 6115.01 of the Revised Code. 

(2) "Meeting" means any prearranged discussion of the public business of the public body by 

a majority of its members. 

(3) "Regulated individual" means either of the following: 

(a) A student in a state or local public educational institution; 

(b) A person who is, voluntarily or involuntarily, an inmate, patient, or resident of a state or 

local institution because of criminal behavior, mental illness, an intellectual disability, disease, 

disability, age, or other condition requiring custodial care. 

(4) "Public office" has the same meaning as in section 149.011 of the Revised Code. 

(C) All meetings of any public body are declared to be public meetings open to the public at 

all times. A member of a public body shall be present in person at a meeting open to the public to be 

considered present or to vote at the meeting and for purposes of determining whether a quorum is 

present at the meeting. 

The minutes of a regular or special meeting of any public body shall be promptly prepared, 

filed, and maintained and shall be open to public inspection. The minutes need only reflect the 

general subject matter of discussions in executive sessions authorized under division (G) or (J) of 
this section. 

(D) This section does not apply to any of the following: 
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(1) A grand jury; 

(2) An audit conference conducted by the auditor of state or independent certified public 

accountants with officials of the public office that is the subject of the audit; 

(3) The adult parole authority when its hearings are conducted at a correctional institution 

for the sole purpose of interviewing inmates to determine parole or pardon and the department of 

rehabilitation and correction when its hearings are conducted at a correctional institution for the sole 

purpose of making determinations under section 2967 .271 of the Revised Code regarding the release 

or maintained incarceration of an offender to whom that section applies; 

(4) The organized crime investigations commission established under section 177.01 of the 

Revised Code; 

(5) Meetings of a child fatality review board established under section 307.621 of the 

Revised Code, meetings related to a review conducted pursuant to guidelines established by the 

director of health under section 3701.70 of the Revised Code, and meetings conducted pursuant to 

sections 5153.171 to 5153.173 of the Revised Code; 

(6) The state medical board when determining whether to suspend a license or certificate 

without a prior hearing pursuant to division (G) of either section 4 730.25 or 4 731.22 of the Revised 
Code; 

(7) The board of nursing when determining whether to suspend a license or certificate 

without a prior hearing pursuant to division (B) of section 4 723 .281 of the Revised Code; 

(8) The state board of pharmacy when determining whether to do either of the following: 

(a) Suspend a license, certification, or registration without a prior hearing, including during 

meetings conducted by telephone conference, pursuant to Chapters 3719., 3796., 4729., and 4752. of 

the Revised Code and rules adopted thereunder; or 

(b) Restrict a person from obtaining further information from the drug database established 
in section 4 729. 75 of the Revised Code without a prior hearing pursuant to division (C) of section 

4729.86 of the Revised Code. 

(9) The state chiropractic board when determining whether to suspend a license without a 

hearing pursuant to section 4734.37 of the Revised Code; 

(10) The executive committee of the emergency response commission when determining 

whether to issue an enforcement order or request that a civil action, civil penalty action, or criminal 
action be brought to enforce Chapter 3750. of the Revised Code; 

(11) The board of directors of the nonprofit corporation formed under section 187.01 of the 

Revised Code or any committee thereof, and the board of directors of any subsidiary of that 

corporation or a committee thereof; 

(12) An audit conference conducted by the audit staff of the department of job and family 
services with officials of the public office that is the subject of that audit under section 5101.3 7 of 

the Revised Code; 

(13) The occupational therapy section of the occupational therapy, physical therapy, and 
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athletic trainers board when determining whether to suspend a license without a hearing pursuant to 

division (E) of section 4755.11 of the Revised Code; 

(14) The physical therapy section of the occupational therapy, physical therapy, and athletic 

trainers board when determining whether to suspend a license without a hearing pursuant to division 

(F) of section 4755.47 of the Revised Code; 

(15) The athletic trainers section of the occupational therapy, physical therapy, and athletic 

trainers board when determining whether to suspend a license without a hearing pursuant to division 

(E) of section 4755.64 of the Revised Code; 

(16) Meetings of the pregnancy-associated mortality review board established under section 

3738.01 of the Revised Code; 

(17) Meetings of a fetal-infant mortality review board established under section 3707.71 of 

the Revised Code; 

(18) Meetings of a drug overdose fatality review committee described in section 307.631 of 

the Revised Code; 

(19) Meetings of a suicide fatality review committee described in section 307.641 of the 

Revised Code; 

(20) Meetings of the officers, members, or directors of an existing qualified nonprofit 

corporation that creates a special improvement district under Chapter 1710. of the Revised Code, at 

which the public business of the corporation pertaining to a purpose for which the district is created 

is not discussed; 

(21) Meetings of a domestic violence fatality review board established under section 307.651 

of the Revised Code; 

(22) Any nonprofit agency that has received an endorsement under section 122.69 of the 

Revised Code. 

(E) The controlling board, the tax credit authority, or the minority development financing 

advisory board, when meeting to consider granting assistance pursuant to Chapter 122. or 166. of the 

Revised Code, in order to protect the interest of the applicant or the possible investment of public 

funds, by unanimous vote of all board or authority members present, may close the meeting during 

consideration of the following information confidentially received by the authority or board from the 

applicant: 

(1) Marketing plans; 

(2) Specific business strategy; 

(3) Production techniques and trade secrets; 

(4) Financial projections; 

(5) Personal financial statements of the applicant or members of the applicant's immediate 

family, including, but not limited to, tax records or other similar information not open to public 

inspection. 

The vote by the authority or board to accept or reject the application, as well as all 
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proceedings of the authority or board not subject to this division, shall be open to the public and 

governed by this section. 

(F) Every public body, by rule, shall establish a reasonable method whereby any person may 

determine the time and place of all regularly scheduled meetings and the time, place, and purpose of 

all special meetings. A public body shall not hold a special meeting unless it gives at least twenty­

four hours' advance notice to the news media that have requested notification, except in the event of 

an emergency requiring immediate official action. In the event of an emergency, the member or 

members calling the meeting shall notify the news media that have requested notification 

immediately of the time, place, and purpose of the meeting. 

The rule shall provide that any person, upon request and payment of a reasonable fee, may 

obtain reasonable advance notification of all meetings at which any specific type of public business 

is to be discussed. Provisions for advance notification may include, but are not limited to, mailing 

the agenda of meetings to all subscribers on a mailing list or mailing notices in self-addressed, 

stamped envelopes provided by the person. 

(G) Except as provided in divisions (G)(8) and (J) of this section, the members of a public 

body may hold an executive session only after a majority of a quorum of the public body determines, 

by a roll call vote, to hold an executive session and only at a regular or special meeting for the sole 

purpose of the consideration of any of the following matters: 

(1) To consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or 

compensation of a public employee or official, or the investigation of charges or complaints against 

a public employee, official, licensee, or regulated individual, unless the public employee, official, 

licensee, or regulated individual requests a public hearing. Except as otherwise provided by law, no 

public body shall hold an executive session for the discipline of an elected official for conduct 

related to the performance of the elected official's official duties or for the elected official's removal 

from office. If a public body holds an executive session pursuant to division (G)(l) of this section, 

the motion and vote to hold that executive session shall state which one or more of the approved 

purposes listed in division (G)(l) of this section are the purposes for which the executive session is 

to be held, but need not include the name of any person to be considered at the meeting. 

(2) To consider the purchase of property for public purposes, the sale of property at 

competitive bidding, or the sale or other disposition of unneeded, obsolete, or unfit-for-use property 

in accordance with section 505.10 of the Revised Code, if premature disclosure of information 

would give an unfair competitive or bargaining advantage to a person whose personal, private 

interest is adverse to the general public interest. No member of a public body shall use division (G) 

(2) of this section as a subterfuge for providing covert information to prospective buyers or sellers. 

A purchase or sale of public property is void if the seller or buyer of the public property has received 

covert information from a member of a public body that has not been disclosed to the general public 

in sufficient time for other prospective buyers and sellers to prepare and submit offers. 

If the minutes of the public body show that all meetings and deliberations of the public body 
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have been conducted in compliance with this section, any instrument executed by the public body 

purporting to convey, lease, or otherwise dispose of any right, title, or interest in any public property 

shall be conclusively presumed to have been executed in compliance with this section insofar as title 

or other interest of any bona fide purchasers, lessees, or transferees of the property is concerned. 

(3) Conferences with an attorney for the public body concerning disputes involving the 

public body that are the subject of pending or imminent court action; 

(4) Preparing for, conducting, or reviewing negotiations or bargaining sessions with public 

employees concerning their compensation or other terms and conditions of their employment; 

(5) Matters required to be kept confidential by federal law or regulations or state statutes; 

(6) Details relative to the security arrangements and emergency response protocols for a 

public body or a public office, if disclosure of the matters discussed could reasonably be expected to 

jeopardize the security of the public body or public office; 

(7) In the case of a county hospital operated pursuant to Chapter 339. of the Revised Code, a 

joint township hospital operated pursuant to Chapter 513. of the Revised Code, or a municipal 

hospital operated pursuant to Chapter 749. of the Revised Code, to consider trade secrets, as defined 

in section 1333.61 of the Revised Code; 

(8) To consider confidential information related to the marketing plans, specific business 

strategy, production techniques, trade secrets, or personal financial statements of an applicant for 

economic development assistance, or to negotiations with other political subdivisions respecting 

requests for economic development assistance, provided that both of the following conditions apply: 

(a) The information is directly related to a request for economic development assistance that 

is to be provided or administered under any provision of Chapter 715., 725., 1724., or 1728. or 

sections 701.07, 3735.67 to 3735.70, 5709.40 to 5709.43, 5709.61 to 5709.69, 5709.73 to 5709.75, 

or 5709.77 to 5709.81 of the Revised Code, or that involves public infrastructure improvements or 
the extension of utility services that are directly related to an economic development project. 

(b) A unanimous quorum of the public body determines, by a roll call vote, that the 

executive session is necessary to protect the interests of the applicant or the possible investment or 

expenditure of public funds to be made in connection with the economic development project. 
If a public body holds an executive session to consider any of the matters listed in divisions 

(G)(2) to (8) of this section, the motion and vote to hold that executive session shall state which one 

or more of the approved matters listed in those divisions are to be considered at the executive 

sess10n. 

A public body specified in division (B)(l)(c) of this section shall not hold an executive 

session when meeting for the purposes specified in that division. 

(H) A resolution, rule, or formal action of any kind is invalid unless adopted in an open 

meeting of the public body. A resolution, rule, or formal action adopted in an open meeting that 

results from deliberations in a meeting not open to the public is invalid unless the deliberations were 

for a purpose specifically authorized in division (G) or (J) of this section and conducted at an 
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executive session held in compliance with this section. A resolution, rule, or formal action adopted 

in an open meeting is invalid if the public body that adopted the resolution, rule, or formal action 

violated division (F) of this section. 

(I)(l) Any person may bring an action to enforce this section. An action under division (I)(l) 

of this section shall be brought within two years after the date of the alleged violation or threatened 

violation. Upon proof of a violation or threatened violation of this section in an action brought by 

any person, the court of common pleas shall issue an injunction to compel the members of the public 

body to comply with its provisions. 

(2)(a) If the court of common pleas issues an injunction pursuant to division (I)(l) of this 

section, the court shall order the public body that it enjoins to pay a civil forfeiture of five hundred 

dollars to the party that sought the injunction and shall award to that party all court costs and, subject 

to reduction as described in division (1)(2) of this section, reasonable attorney's fees. The court, in its 

discretion, may reduce an award of attorney's fees to the party that sought the injunction or not 

award attorney's fees to that party if the court determines both of the following: 

(i) That, based on the ordinary application of statutory law and case law as it existed at the 

time of violation or threatened violation that was the basis of the injunction, a well-informed public 

body reasonably would believe that the public body was not violating or threatening to violate this 

section; 

(ii) That a well-informed public body reasonably would believe that the conduct or 

threatened conduct that was the basis of the injunction would serve the public policy that underlies 

the authority that is asserted as permitting that conduct or threatened conduct. 

(b) If the court of common pleas does not issue an injunction pursuant to division (I)(l) of 

this section and the court determines at that time that the bringing of the action was frivolous 

conduct, as defined in division (A) of section 2323.51 of the Revised Code, the court shall award to 

the public body all court costs and reasonable attorney's fees, as determined by the court. 

(3) Irreparable harm and prejudice to the party that sought the injunction shall be 

conclusively and irrebuttably presumed upon proof of a violation or threatened violation of this 

section. 

(4) A member of a public body who knowingly violates an injunction issued pursuant to 

division (I)(l) of this section may be removed from office by an action brought in the court of 

common pleas for that purpose by the prosecuting attorney or the attorney general. 

(J)(l) Pursuant to division (C) of section 5901.09 of the Revised Code, a veterans service 

commission shall hold an executive session for one or more of the following purposes unless an 

applicant requests a public hearing: 

(a) Interviewing an applicant for financial assistance under sections 5901.01 to 5901.15 of 

the Revised Code; 

(b) Discussing applications, statements, and other documents described in division (B) of 

section 5901.09 of the Revised Code; 
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(c) Reviewing matters relating to an applicant's request for financial assistance under 

sections 5901.01 to 5901.15 of the Revised Code. 

(2) A veterans service commission shall not exclude an applicant for, recipient of, or former 

recipient of financial assistance under sections 5901.01 to 5901.15 of the Revised Code, and shall 

not exclude representatives selected by the applicant, recipient, or former recipient, from a meeting 

that the commission conducts as an executive session that pertains to the applicant's, recipient's, or 

former recipient's application for financial assistance. 

(3) A veterans service commission shall vote on the grant or denial of financial assistance 

under sections 5901.01 to 5901.15 of the Revised Code only in an open meeting of the commission. 

The minutes of the meeting shall indicate the name, address, and occupation of the applicant, 

whether the assistance was granted or denied, the amount of the assistance if assistance is granted, 

and the votes for and against the granting of assistance. 
Sec. 122.6511. (A) As used in this section and section 122.6512 of the Revised Code: 

(1) "Brownfield" means an abandoned, idled, or under-used industrial, commercial, or 

institutional property where expansion or redevelopment is complicated by known or potential 

releases of hazardous substances or petroleum. 

(2) "Lead entity" means tbe a·Nard reoipieat aAd the respoF1sible party 'Nith whom the 

departmeAt of development effecutes a grant ftgreemeAt for the grnat fundsa county, township, 
municipal corporation, port authority, conservancy district, park district or other similar park 

authority, county land reutilization corporation, or organization for profit. 

(3) "Remediation" means any action to contain, remove, or dispose of hazardous substances 

or petroleum at a brownfield. '1Clea:m1p or remediation""Remediation" includes the acquisition of a 

brownfield, demolition performed at a brownfield, and the installation or upgrade of the minimum 

amount of infrastructure that is necessary to make a brownfield operational for economic 

development activity. 

(4) "County land reutilization corporation" has the same meaning as in section 1724.01 of 
the Revised Code. 

(B)(l) There is hereby created the brownfield remediation program to award grants for the 

remediation of brownfield sites throughout Ohio. The program shall be administered by the director 

of development pursuant to this section and rules adopted pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section. 

(2) The director shall adopt rules, under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, for the 

administration of the program. The rules shall include provisions for determining project and project 

sponsor eligibility, program administration, and any other provisions the director finds necessary. 

(3) The director shell ensure that the program is operatioAal OJ-td aeeeptiag proposals for­

grants not la.tor than ninety days after 8epten'iber 30, 2021. 

(4) To streamline fundiag through the program each colfflty shall ha,.,e one lead eRtity 

designated iA eecordaoee ',¥ith the follov.-ing: 

(a) [f tfle eouAt)' l~as a population of less than OAe hundred thousand according to the most 
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recent f-ederal decennial census the difeetor shall select the lead el'ltity from a list of 

recommendations made by the board of county commissioners ohhe county. Tl1e board shall submit 

a-lead et1tity letter of intet1t and ffflY other documentation required by the Elireetor in ordef for the· 

director to select a lead et1tity fol' that county. 

(b) If the county has a population of one hundred tl'tousand or more according to the most 

recent federal deeeru1ial census aAd tile count)· does not lurve a county land reutilization eorporntioA, 

the director shall select the lead CAtity from a list of reeommeadatioAs made by the board of county 

commissioners of the county. The board shall sub1flit a lead entily letter of intent and any other­

documentation required by the director in order for the director to select a lead entity for that eoUrley7-

(e) If the county has a po13ulation of one lmAdred thousaAd or more according to the most 

reeeAt federal decennial census and the couAty has a county land reutilization corporation the 

county land reutilization corporation is the lead entity for that county. 

(5) The lead eAtily of each county shall submit all gnmt a13Plfeations for that county. The 

lead entity shall subffijt with fl grant a-ppli.cation fl:Fl)' agreeffients e~eeuted between the lead entity­

with otl'ler reeipieats that will receive gFant money through the lead entity if applicable. Suel1-

reeipients may iAelude local govemments noaprofit orga.nii:atioAs community de't1elo13ment 

eorpoiations, regional planning eommissi0t~s county land reutili-wtion eorporntions a11d community 

action agencies. 

(C)(l) There is hereby created in the state treasury the brownfield remediation fund. The 

fund shall consist of moneys appropriated to it by the general assembly, and investment earnings on 

moneys in the fund shall be credited to the fund. 

The director shall reserve funds from each appropriation to the fund to each county in the 

state. The amount reserved shall be one million dollars per county, or, if an appropriation is less than 

eighty-eight million dollars, a proportionate amount to each county. Amounts reserved pursuant to 

this section are reserved for one calendar year from the date of the appropriation. After one calendar 

year, the funds shall be available pursuant to division (D) of this section. 

(2) A lead entity may submit an initial grant application for the use of funds reserved under 

division (C)(l) of this section to the director. The lead entity may later submit an amended 

application to the director, and the director may accept and approve that application for use of funds 

up to the amount reserved for that county. 

(D) Funds from an appropriation not reserved under division (C)(l) of this section shall be 

available for grants to projects located anywhere in the state, and grants from those funds shall be 

awarded to qualifying projects on a first-come, first-served basis. Groats av,·arded pursuant to this 

division shell be limited to se•renty five. per cent of e project's total east. 

(E) The amendments to this section by this act apply to new projects that are applied for and 

awarded funding by the director of development on and after the effective date of this amendment. 

Projects that are applied for or were applied for under this section prior to that date shall be governed 

by this section as it existed prior to that date. 
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Sec. 122.66. As used in sections 122.66 to 122.702 of the Revised Code: 

(A) "Poverty line" means the official poverty line established by the director of the United 

States office of management and budget and as revised by the secretary of health and human 

services in accordance with section 673(2) of the "Community Services Block Grant Act," 95 Stat. 

1609, 42 U.S.C.A. 9902. 

(B) "Low-income person" means a person whose adjusted gross income as defined in 

division (A) of section 5747.01 of the Revised Code is below the poverty line as defined in division 

(A) of this section. 
(C) "Advocacy'' means the act of pleading for, supporting, or recommending actions on 

behalf of low-income persons. 
(D) "Community action agency" means a community-based and operated private nonprofit 

agency or organization incorporated under Chapter 1702. of the Revised Code that includes or is 

designed to include a sufficient number of projects or components to provide a range of services and 

activities having a measurable and potentially major impact on the causes of poverty in the 

community or those areas of the community where poverty is a particularly acute problem and is 

designated as a community action agency by the community services division pursuant to sections 

122.68 and 122.69 of the Revised Code. A "community action agency" is not a state agency or 

public office. 
(E) "Community" means a city, village, county, multicity or multicounty unit, a 

neighborhood or other area, disregarding boundaries or political subdivisions, which provides a 

suitable organizational base and possesses a commonality of needs and interests for a community 

action program suitable to be served by a community action agency. 

(F) "Service area" means the geographical area served by a community action agency. 

Sec. 122.70. The board of directors of a community action agency shall: 

(A) Select, appoint, and may remove the executive director of the community action agency; 
(B) Approve contracts, annual program budgets, and policies of the community action 

agency; 

(C) Advise the elected officials of any political subdivision located within its service area, 

and state and federal elected officials who represent its service area, of the nature and extent of 

poverty within its community, and advise them of any needed changes; 

(D) Convene public meetings to provide community members the opportunity to comment 

on public policies and programs to reduce poverty; 

(E) Annually evaluate the policies and programs of the community action agency according 

to criteria determined by department of development services ageney rule; 

(F) Submit the results of the evaluation required by division (E) of this section, along with 

recommendations for improved administration of the community action agency, to the community 

services division; 
(G) Adopt a code of ethics for the board of directors and the employees of the community 
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action agency; 

(H) Adopt written policies describing all of the following: 

(1) How the community action agency is to expend and distribute the community services 

block grant funds that it receives from the division under sections 122.68 and 122.69 of the Revised 

Code; 

(2) The salary, benefits, travel expenses, and any other compensation that persons are to 

receive for serving on the community action agency's board of directors; 

(3) The operating procedures to be used by the board to conduct its meetings, to vote on all 

official business it considers, and to provide notice of its meetings. 

The written operating procedures described in this division shall specify the methods by 

whjch the board may conduct meetings using virtual electronic technology, and shall specify that the 

board may provide notice of its meetings by any means deemed appropriate to the board. 

(I) Provide for the posting of notices in a conspicuous place indicating that the code of ethics 

described in division (G) of this section and the policies described in division (H) of this section are 

available for public inspection at the community action agency during normal business hours. 

Sec. 122.84. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Ohio qualified opportunity fund" means a qualified opportunity fund that holds one 

hundred per cent of its invested assets in qualified opportunity zone property situated in an Ohio 

opportunity zone. 

In the case of qualified opportunity zone property that is qualified opportunity zone stock or 

qualified opportunity zone partnership interest, the stock or interest is situated in an Ohio 

opportunity zone only if, during all of the qualified opportunity fund's holding period for such stock 

or interest, all of the use of the corporation's or partnership's tangible property was in an Ohio 

opportunity zone. In the case of qualified opportunity zone property that is qualified opportunity 

zone business property, the property is situated in an Ohio opportunity zone only if, during all of the 

fund's holding period for such property, all of the use of the property was in an Ohio opportunity 

zone. 

All terms used in division (A) of this section have the same meaning as in 26 U.S.C. 14002-

2, except that "all" shall be substituted for "substantially all" wherever "substantially all" appears in 

the definition of those terms or in the definition of terms used in those terms. 

(2) "Ohio opportunity zone" means a qualified opportunity zone designated in this state 

under 26 U.S.C. 14002-1 before, on, or after the effective date of the enactment of this section by 

H.B. 166 ofthe 133rd general assembly. 

(3) "Taxpayer" and "taxable year" luwe the same meanings as in section 5747.01 of tf:te 
Revised Code. 

(4) "Quulifyjng ta'Kflble year" m.eans one of the following, as upp.lieable: 
(a) For u taxpayer the taxpayer's tft}(nble year thnt includes the first day of a calendar year 

during which the Ohio qualified opportunity fund io vrhieh the cred:it eligible investment was made 
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in·tests in a project located in an Ohio oppo1tunit)' z:one; 

(b) For a person that is not a taxpayer but is subject to fedefal i:neome taxation, the persoA's· 

federal taxable year that inelueles the first day of a calendar yea:r duriag v,hieh a.fl: Ohio qualified· 

opportunity fund in '#hieh the ereelit eligible iA,•estn:ient -.vas !flade invests ia u pmjeet located in an· 

Ohio opportunity zone; 

(e) For any other pet·son the calendar year during ·.vhieh an Ohio qualified oppottunity fund 

in ·.vhi.ch the credit eligible ia·,estfficot ·was ffta.de invests in a project located in an Ohio OJ}flortunity 

~ 

~ "Business day" means a day of the week excluding Saturday, Sunday, and a legal holiday 

as defined under section 1.14 of the Revised Code. 

fejffi "Investment period" means the six-month period from the first day of January to the 

thirtieth day of June, or from the first day of July to the thirty-first day of December. 

(B) A person that invests in one or more Ohio qualified opportunity funds may apply to the 

director of development for a nonrefundable credit against the tax levied under section 5725.18, 

5726.02. 5729.03, or 5747.02 of the Revised Code. The application shall be made on forms 

prescribed by the director. The director shall accept and review applications submitted under this 

section during two annual periods, the first of which begins on the tenth day of January and ends 

after the first day of February, and the second of which begins on the tenth day of July and ends after 

the first day of August. If any of those dates fall on a day that is not a business day, then the 

application period begins on or ends after the next business day, as applicable. The credit shall equal 

ten per cent of the amount of the person's investment in the fund that the fund invested during the 

immediately preceding investment period in projects located in Ohio opportunity zones. 

The person shall include the following information with the person's application: 

(1) The amount of the person's investment in Ohio qualified opportunity funds during the 

person's qualifying taxable year, arranged according to the amount invested in each such fund if the 

person invested in more than one such fund; 

(2) A statement from an employee or officer of each Ohio qualified opportunity fund 

identified by the person under division (B)(l) of this section certifying the amount of the person's 

investment in the fund and the amount of that investment the fund invested in projects located in 
Ohio opportunity zones during the immediately preceding investment period. The statement shall 

describe each project funded by the investment and state each project's location and the portion of 

the person's investment invested in each such project. Unless the fund demonstrates otherwise to the 

dire~tor's satisfaction, the amount of a person's investment that the fund invested in a project located 

in an Ohio opportunity zone equals the same proportion of the amount of the fund's investment in 

the project as the person's investment in the fund bears to the total investment by all investors in that 

fund on the date the fund makes the investment in the project. 

The director shall review and process applications in the order in which applications are 

received. 
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(C)(l) Subject to division (C)(2) of this section, if the director determines that the applicant 

qualifies for a credit under this section, the director shall issue, within sixty days after the last day on 

which an application may be submitted for that application period, a tax credit certificate to the 

person identified with a unique number and listing the amount of credit the director determines is 

eligible to be claimed or transferred. 

(2) The total amount of tax credits issued by the director shall not exceed: 

(a) Seventy-five million dollars for the fiscal biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending 

June 30, 2023; 

(b) Fifty million dollars for fiscal year 2024; 

(c) Twenty-five million dollars for each fiscal year thereafter. 

The director shall not issue certificates to a single applicant in any fiscal biennium in an 

amount that exceeds two million dollars. 

The director may not issue a certificate under this section on the basis of any investment for 

which a small business investment certificate has been issued under section 122.86 of the Revised 
Code. 

(3) The credit may be claimed by a taxpayer for the tftxpayer's qualifying taxable year or the 

next ensuing taxable year. The taxpayer shall claim tbe credit in Hie order prescribed by seetioA 

5747.98 of the R{)vised Code. Arey unused amouAt may be carr.ied forward fm the following five­

ttmahle years. If the certificate is issued oo a pass through eAtity for aA im·estmeAt by the entity any 

taxpayer that is a direct or indireef ilwesror ifl the pass th:rough eAtity on t'he last day of the efltity's 

qualifyiflg taxable year may claim the taxpayer's proportionate or distributive share of the credit 

against the taxpayer's aggregate amouAt of taJ< levied uAder that section .person under section 

5725.38. 5726.61, 5729.21, or 5747.86 of the Revised Code, as applicable. A person that is not a­
taxpayer subject to taxation under section 5725.18. 5726.02, 5729.03, or 5747.02 of the Revised 

Code shall not claim the credit but if the person is the applicant to which the certificate was initially 

issued, the person may transfer the right to claim the credit under division tE-}ill)_ of this section. 

(D) A taxpayer claiming a credit under this section shall submit a copy of the certificate with 

the taxpayer's return or report. 

(E) A person that holds a wholly or partially unclaimed certificate issued under this section 

may transfer the right to claim all or part of the remaining credit to any other person. To effectuate 

the transfer, the transferor must notify the tax commissioner, in writing, that the transferor is 

transferring the right to claim all or part of the remaining credit stated on the certificate. The 

transferor shall identify in that notification the certificate's number, the name and the tax 

identification number of the transferee, the amount of remaining credit transferred to the transferee, 

and, if applicable, the amount of remaining credit retained by the transferor. The transferee may 

claim the amount of credit received under this division pursuant to and in the manner required under 

divisions (C)(3) and (D) of this section. Transferring a credit under this division does not extend the 
taxable yefrffiyear or calendar year itt-for which the credit may be claimed or number of years for 
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which the unclaimed credit amount may be carried forward under division (C)(3) of this section 

5725.38, 5726.61, 5729.21, or 5747.86 of the Revised Code, as applicable. 

Any person to which a credit has been transferred under this division may transfer the right 

to claim all or part of the transferred credit amount to any other person, in the same manner 

prescribed by this division for the initial transfer, including that any such transfer be reported by the 

transferor to the tax commissioner as described in this division. 

(F) On or before the first day of August each year, the director of development shall submit a 

report to the governor, the president and minority leader of the senate, and the speaker and minority 

leader of the house of representatives on the tax credit program authorized under this section. The 

report shall include the following information: 

(1) The number of projects funded by investments for which a tax credit application was 

submitted under this section during the preceding year, the Ohio opportunity zone in which each 

such project is located, the number of projects funded by investments for which certificates were 

allocated during the preceding year, a description of each such project, and the composition of an 

Ohio qualified opportunity fund's investments in each project funded by investments for which a tax 

credit application was submitted under this section; 
(2) The number of persons that invested in an Ohio qualified opportunity fund and applied 

for a tax credit based on the fund's investment in a project during the preceding year, the name of the 

fund in which each such investment was made, the number of persons allocated a credit for such 

investments under this section, and the dollar amount of those credits; 

(3) A map that shows the location of each Ohio opportunity zone and that indicates which 

zones include existing or pending projects that are, or will be, funded by tax credit-eligible 

investments. 
Sec. 125.182. (A) An Ohio trade association that represents the majority of newspapers of 

general circulation as defined in section 7.12 of the Revised Code shall operate and maintain the 

official public notice web site. 
Not later than one hundred eighty days after September 15, 2014, in all cases in which a 

notice or advertisement is required by a section of the Revised Code or an administrative rule to be 

published in a newspaper of general circulation, or in a daily law journal as required by section 

2701.09 of the Revised Code, the notice or advertisement also shall be posted on the official public 

notice web site by the publisher of the newspaper or journal. 

The operator of the official public notice web site shall: 
(1) Use a domain name for the web site that will be easily recognizable and remembered by 

and understandable to users of the web site; 
(2) Maintain the web site on the internet so that it is fully accessible to and searchable by 

members of the public at all times, other than during maintenance or acts of God outside the 

operator's control; 

(3) Not charge a fee to a person that accesses the web site to view notices or advertisements 
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or to perform searches of the web site, provided that the operator may charge a fee for enhanced 

search and customized content delivery features; 

(4) Not charge a fee to a state ageney or politienl subdivision for pub1ishing 11 notice or 
ad•,·ertisemcnt on the web si£e, including when the notice or advertisemcat is Mt otherwise published 
in a newspaper orjour;'Aal; 

wEnsure that notices and advertisements displayed on the web site conform to the 

requirements that would apply to the notices and advertisements if they were being published in a 

newspaper, as directed in section 7.16 of the Revised Code or in the relevant provision of the statute 

or rule that requires the notice, as applicable; 

f61ill Ensure that notices and advertisements continue to be displayed on the web site for 

not less than the length of time required by the relevant provision of the statute or rule that requires 
the notice or advertisement; 

ftj.(fil Maintain an archive of notices and advertisements that no longer are displayed on the 

web site; 

(81.(1} Enable notices and advertisements, both those currently displayed and those archived, 

to be accessed by key word, by party name, by case number, by county, and by other useful 
identifiers; 

f91(fil Maintain adequate systemic security and backup features, and develop and maintain a 

contingency plan for coping with and recovering from power outages, systemic failures, and other 
unforeseeable difficulties; 

f-1-Gtffi Provide access to the web site to the publisher of any Ohio newspaper or daily law 

journal that qualifies under the Revised Code to publish notices and advertisements, for the posting 

of notices and advertisements at no cost, or for a reasonable, uniform fee for the service; and 

fH-1.(l.Q)_ Provide, if requested, a regularly scheduled feed or similar data transfer to the 

department of administrative services of notices and advertisements posted on the web site, provided 

that the operator of the web site shall not be required to provide the feed or transfer more often than 

once every business day. 

(B) An error in a notice or advertisement posted on the official public notice web site, or a 

temporary web site outage or service interruption preventing the posting or display of a notice or 

advertisement on that web site, does not constitute a defect in making legal publication of the notice 

or advertisement, and publication requirements shall be considered met if the notice or 

advertisement published in the newspaper or daily law journal is correct. 

(C) The official public notice web site shall not contain any political publications or political 

advertising described in division (A)(l)(a), (b), or (c) of section 3517 .20 of the Revised Code. 

(D) The publisher of a newspaper of general circulation or of a daily law journal that 

maintains a web site shall include on its web site a link to the official public notice web site. 

Sec. 147.01. (A) The secretary of state may appoint and commission as notaries public as 
many persons who meet the qualifications of division (B) of this section as the secretary of state 
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considers necessary. 
(B) In order for a person to qualify to be appointed and commissioned as a notary public, 

except as provided in division (F) of this section, the person shall demonstrate to the secretary of 

state that the person satisfies all of the following: 
(I) The person has attained the age of eighteen years. 

(2)(a) Except as provided in division (B)(2)(b) of this section, the person is a legal resident 

of this state. 
(b) The person is not a legal resident of this state, but is an attorney admitted to the practice 

of law in this state by the Ohio supreme court, and has the person's principal place of business or the 

person's primary practice in this state. 

(3)(a) Except as provided in division (B)(3)(b) of this section, the person has submitted a 
criminal records check report completed within the preceding six months in accordance with section 

147 .022 of the Revised Code demonstrating that the applicant has not been convicted of or pleaded 

guilty or no contest to a disqualifying offense as determined in accordance with section 9.79 of the 

Revised Code. 

(b) A person that is an attorney admitted to the practice of law in this state or a peace officer 

shall not be required to submit a criminal records check when applying to be appointed a notary 

public. 
(4)(a) Except as provided in divisions (B)(4)(b) and (c) of this section, the person has 

successfully completed an educational program and passed a test administered by the entities 

authorized by the secretary of state as required under section 147.021 of the Revised Code. 

(b) An attorney who is commissioned as a notary public in this state prior to September 20, 

2019, shall not be required to complete an education program or pass a test as required in division 

(B)(4)(a) of this section. 
(c) Any attorney who applies to become commissioned as a notary public in this state after 

September 20, 2019, shall not be required to pass a test as required in division (B)(4)(a) of this 

section, but shall be required to complete an education program required by that division. 

ff+-(C)(l) A notary public shall be appointed and commissioned as a notary public for the 

state. '.:fhe-
(2) The secretary of state may revoke a commission issued to a notary public upon the 

judgment of a com1 or presentation of satisfactory evidence of official misconduct or incapacity. 

(3) If the secretary of state revokes a person's commission. the person is ineligible for 

reappointment to the office of notary public. 
(D) The secretary of state shall oversee the processing of notary public applications and shall 

issue all notary public commissions. The secretary of state shall oversee the creation and 

maintenance of the online database of notaries public commissioned in this state pursuant to section 

147.051 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state may perform all other duties as required by this 

section. The entities authorized by the secretary of state pursuant to section 147.021 or 147.63 of the 
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Revised Code shall administer the educational program and required test or course of instruction and 

examination, as applicable. 

(E) All submissions to the secretary of state for receiving and renewing commissions, or 

notifications made under section 147.05 of the Revised Code, shall be done electronically. 

(F) The secretary of state shall appoint and commission as a notary public for the state an 

applicant who is commissioned or licensed as a notary public in another state in accordance with 

Chapter 4796. of the Revised Code. 

(G) Before entering upon the duties of office, a nota1y public shall personally appear before 

a notary public or any officer authorized by law to administer oaths, who shall administer an oath of 

office to the notary public. 

Sec. 147.011. As used in this chapter: 

(A) "Acknowledgment" means a declaration by an individual before a notary public that the 

individual has signed a record for the purpose stated in the record, and if the record is signed in a 

representative capacity, that the individual signed the record with proper authority and signed it as 

the act of the individual or entity identified in the record. 

(B) "Criminal records check" has the same meaning as in section 109.572 of the Revised 

Code. 

(C) "Jurat" means a notarial act in which both of the following are met: 

(1) The signer of the notarized document is required to give an oath or affirmation that the 

statement in the notarized document is true and correct; 

(2) The signer signs the notarized document in the presence of a notary public. 

(D) "Notarial certificate" means the part of, or attachment to, a document that is completed 

by the notary public and upon which the notary public places the notary public's signature and seal. 

(E) "Peace officer" has the same meaning as in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code. 

{F) 11Nota1y public" means an officer of the state, commissioned to perform notarial acts by 

the secretary of state. or prior to June 6. 2001, by the governor. A notary public is not con idered an 

occupation or profession under Title XLVTI of the Revised Code, and a notary commission is not an 

occupational or professional license. 

Sec. 147.03. Each notary public, except an attorney admitted to the practice of law in this 

state by the Ohio supreme court, shall hold office for the term of five years unless the commission is 

revoked. An attorney admitted to the practice of law in this state by the Ohio supreme court shall 

hold office as a notary public as long as the attorney is a resident of this state or has the attorney's 

principal place of business or primary practice in this state, the attorney is in good standing before 

the Ohio supreme court, and the commission is not revoked. Before entering upon the duties of 

office a Aotftry public shall take Afld subscribe EU~ oath to be endorsed OA the notary publie's­

eemmission. 

A Aotary publie who violates the oath of office required by this seetioA shall be remo·,·ed 

from office by the secretary of state upon eomphtiAt filed OIJ.d substaAtioted by the secretary of state. 
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The person so remo"t·ed sha.11 be ineligible for reappointment to the office of notary publie. 

Sec. 147.032. (A)(l) If the secretary of state believes that a violation of this chapter has 

occurred, the secretary of state may investigate such violations. 

(2) The secretary of state may investigate possible violations of this chapter upon a signed 

complaint from any person. 

(B) The secretary of state may hold a disciplinary hearing if the secretary of state determiAes 

a hearing to be appropriate after an iAvestigation: eondueted un:der di't1isioA (A) of this section. 

(C) After holdiftg an administrative heariAg and eoAeludiAg that a violation of this el=iapter· 

has oeeurred Aner an investigation. the secretary of state may Ei-e-take any of the following actions: 

(1) Revoke the notary public's commission; 

(2) Suspend the notary public's commission for a specified period of time or until fulfillment 

of a condition, such as retraining, or both. 

(3) Issue a letter of admonition that shall be placed in the notary public's record. 

(C) A notary public shall cooperate fully with the secretary of state during the course of an 

investigation under this section. including by responding in a timely manner to all questions posed 

by the secretary of state as part of that investigation. The secretat:y of state shall revoke the 

commission of a notary public who does not cooperate or respond to questions as required by this 

division. 

(D) The secretaty of state may revoke the commission of a notary public for any act or 

omission by the notary public that demonstrates the notary public lacks the requisite honesty, 

integrity, competence. or reliability to act as a nota1y public. including any of the following: 

(1) Failure to administer an oath or affirmation when executing a jurat; 

(2) Performing a notarial act without requiring personal appearance. except in the case of an 

online notary public performing an online notarization in accordance with sections 147.60 to 147.66 

of the Revised Code; 

(3) Fraudulent. dishonest or deceitful misstatement or omi.ssion on a notarial certificate. 

@._A person whose notary commission has been revoked may not apply for a subsequent 

notary commission. 

tEJ-{B_ The secretary of state may adopt rules under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to set 

forth procedures for investigations and hearings regarding violations of this chapter and disciplinary 

actions taken. 

tft-.(Ql_The secretary of state may establish an advisory board to meet as the secretary of 

state considers necessary to discuss matters related to notary law and procedures. 

Sec. 147.051. The secretary of state shall maintain a database of notaries public on a publicly 

accessible web site. The web site shall provide all of the following information in relation to each 

notary public: 

(A) A verificatiofl of the atJthority and good standing of the indiv-iettft.l.-The status of an 

individual's authority to perform notarial acts; 
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(B) Whether the notary is registerea-authorized to perform online notarizations, as defined in 

section 147 .60 of the Revised Code; 

(C) A description of any administrative or disciplinary action taken against the notary. 

Sec. 147.07. A notary public may, th:roughout the state, admi11isteF oaths rnquifed Ot' 

authori~ed B)' la·.v take and certify depositions encl take and certify acknowledgments of deeds, 

mortgages liens, pow•eps of attorney a1'1d otheF instrnments of \l'wTiting. Ji:1 taking depositions, a 

notary public shall have the power that is by law vested in judges of county courts to compel the 

attendanee-ef-vt·itnesses and punish them for refl:lsing to testify. Sheriffs ond constables arn requiFed 

re-serve ond return all ))fOeess issued by notaries public in tl'le taking of deposittonshas statewide 

jurisdiction. 

Sec. 147.08. (A) A notary public is entitled to the following fees: 

s 

(1) Up to five dollars for any notarial act that is not an online notarization; 

(2) For an online notarization, up to twenty fiye thirty dollars. 

(B) A notary charging the fee authorized under division (A)(2) of this section shall not also 

charge the fee authorized under division (A)(l) of this section. 

(C) The fees charged under division (A) of this section shall not be calculated on a per 

signature basis. 

(D) In addition to the fees authorized under division (A) of this section, a notary may charge 

a--either or both of the following: 

Ql..A_reasonable travel fee, as agreed to by the notary and the principal prior to the notarial 

act; 

(2) A technology fee up to ten dollars for the use of an online notarization system when 

performing an online notarization. as defined in .section 147.60 of the Revised Code. A notary may 

charge a technology fee regardless of whether the notarial act is completed, sucb as when a signer. 

fails to pass the identification process in the online notarization system. but the total technology fee 

charged shall not exceed ten dollars per online notarization session. 

(E) The secretary of state may adopt rules under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to 

increase the fees authorized under this section. 

Sec. 147.141. (A) A notary public shall not do any of the following: 

(1) Perform a notarial act with regard to a record or document executed by the notary; 

(2) Notarize the notary's own signature; 

(3) Take the notary's own deposition; 

(4) Perform a notarial act if the notary has a conflict of interest with regard to the transaction 

in question; 

(5) Certify that a document is either of the following: 

(a) An original document; 

(b) A true copy of another record. 
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(6) Use a name or initial in signing certificates other than that by which the notary public is 

commissioned; 

(7) Sign notarial certificates using a facsimile signature stamp unless the notary public has a 

physical disability that limits or prohibits the notary's ability to make a written signature and unless 

the notary has first submitted written notice to the secretary of state with an example of the facsimile 

signature stamp; 
(8) Affix the notary's signature to a blank form of an affidavit or certificate of 

acknowledgment and deliver that form to another person with the intent that it be used as an 

affidavit or acknowledgment; 
(9) Take the acknowledgment of, or administer an oath or affirmation to, a person who the 

notary public knows to have been adjudicated mentally incompetent by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, if the acknowledgment or oath or affirmation necessitates the exercise of a right that has 

been removed; 

(10) Notarize a signature on a document if it appears that the person is mentally incapable of 

understanding the nature and effect of the document at the time of notarization; 

(11) Alter anything in a written instrument after it has been signed by anyone; 

(12) Amend or alter a notarial certificate after the notarization is complete; 

(13) Notarize a signature on a document if the document is incomplete or blank; 

(14) Notarize a signature on a document if it appears that the signer may be unduly 

influenced or coerced so as to be restricted from or compromised in exercising the person's own free 

will when signing the document; 

(15) Take an acknowledgment of execution in lieu of an oath or affirmation if an oath or 

affirmation is required; 

(16) Execute a jurat without administering an oath or affirmation to the signer: 

.Qll_Determine the validity of a power of attorney document or any other form designating a 

representative capacity, such as trustee, authorized officer, agent, personal representative, or 

guardian, unless that notary is an attorney licensed to practice law in this state~ 

(I 8) Charge or accept a fee greater than the amount prescribed by law. 

(B) Division (A)(5) of this section shall not be construed as prohibiting a notary from 

notarizing the signature of a holder of a document on a written statement certifying that the 

document is a true copy of an original document. 

(C) As used in this section, "conflict of interest" means either of the following: 

(1) The notary has a direct financial or other interest in the transaction in question, excluding 

the fees authorized under this chapter. 

(2) The notary is named, individually or as a grantor, grantee, mortgagor, mortgagee, trustor, 

trustee, beneficiary, vendor, lessor, or lessee, or as a party in some other capacity to the transaction. 

Sec. 147.371. (A) Upon receipt of a fee of two dollars and an affidtwi=t: that the original 
~1 of a flO~ary publie has beeB lost or destroyedand submission of the electronic duplicate 
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commission request form, a duplicate commission as notary public shall be issued by the secretary 

of state. 

(B) Upon receipt of a fee of two dollars and the properly completed prescribed form 

submission of the electronic amendment form for a name and address change under division (B) of 

section 147.05 of the Revised Code, the secretary of state shall issue a duplicate commission as a 

notary public. 

(C) The secretary of state shall prescribe and make available an electronic duplicate 

commission request form and an electronic amendment form. 

Sec. 147.49. (A) A nota1y public who takes an acknowledgment of a record shall determine, 

from personal knowledge or satisfactory evidence of the identity of tl}e person acknowledging. that 

the person appearing before the notacy public and making the acknowledgment has the identity 

claimed and that the signature on the record is the signature of the person. 

(B) A notary public who takes a verification of a statement on oath or affirmation, a jurat .. 

shall determine from persona l knowledge or satisfactory evidence of the identity of the person_ 

making the verification, that the person appearing before the notary public and making the 

verification has the identity claimed and tbat the signature on the statement verified is the signature 

of the person. 

Sec. 147.50. (A) A notary public has personal knowledge of the identity of the person_ 

appearing before the notary public if the person is personally known to the notary public through 

dealings sufficient to provide reasonable ce1tainty that the person has the identity claimed. 

{.B) A nota1y public has sati factory evidence of the identity of the person appearing before 

the notary pubUc if the nota1y public can identify the person by either of the following means: 

(l) An inspection of a passport driver's license, government-issued nondriver identification 

card. or other form of government-issued identification with the signature or photograph of the 

individual. which is current or expired not more than three years before p rformance of the notarial 

act. and is satisfactory to the notary public: 

(2) By verification on oath or affirmation of a credible witnes personally appearing before 

the notacy public and personally known to the notary public or whom the notary public can identify 

on the basis of a passport, driver's license, or other government-issued nondriver identification card, 

which is current or expired not more than three years before performance of the notarial act. A 

witness is not credible if the witness has a conflict of interest regarding the transaction. 

(C) A notary public may require a person to provide additional information or identification 

credentials necessaiy lo assure the notary public of the identity of the person. 

(D) As used in this section, "conflict of interest" means either of the following: 

(1) The person has a direct financial or other interest in the transaction in question. 

(2) The person is named. individually or as a grantor, grantee, mo1tgagor. mortgagee, truster, 

trustee, beneficiary, vendor, lessor, or lessee. or as a party in some other capacity to the transaction. 

Sec. 147.51. ~sof sections l47.5l to 147.58 of the Revised Code, llnotarial 
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aets" l'TiCEll'l:9 acts 'Nhieh the lav,·s flf!d regulatioAs ofthis state autllori'le notaries public of this state to 
pet-form i.neluding the administrntiofl of oaths a1~cl affirmations taking pfDof of exee1:1tiofl and 
aekno1Nledgn'l:et1t of instruments, attesting doeuments, and executing a jurat. 

(A) A notary public, or any other individual with simnar authority under this section. is 

authorized to perform the following notarial acts: 

('I) Administer oaths or affirmations required or authorized by law: 

(2) Take and certify acknowledgments of deeds, mortgages, liens. powers of attorney, and 

other instruments of writing: 

(3) Take and ce1tify depositions. ln taking depositions. a notary public shall have the power 

that is by law vested in judges of county courts to compel. the attendance of witnesses and punish 

them for refusing to testify. Sheriffs and constables are required to serve and return all process 

issued by notaries public in the taking of depositions. 

@Notarial acts may be performed outside this state for use in this state with the same effect 

as if performed by a notary public of this state by the following persons authorized pursuant to the 

laws and regulations of other governments, in addition to any other persons authorized by the laws 

and regulations of this state: 

&41-Ql_A notary public authorized to perform notarial acts in the place in which the act is 
performed; 

fBt-Ql_A judge, clerk, or deputy clerk of any court of record in the place in which the 
notarial act is performed; 

ftt-filAn officer of the foreign service of the United States, a consular agent, or any other 

person authorized by regulation of the United States department of state to perform notarial acts in 
the place in which the act is performed; 

~filA commissioned officer in active service with the armed forces of the United States 

and any other person authorized by regulation of the armed forces to perform notarial acts if the 

notarial act is performed for one of the following or for a dependent of one of the following: 

flt{fil_A member of the merchant marines of the United States; 

~(hl_A member of the armed forces of the United States; 

f31-{tl_Any other person serving with or accompanying the armed forces of the United 

States. 

fEt-filAny other person authorized to perform notarial acts in the place in which the act is 
performed. 

Sec. 147.52. (A) If the notarial act is performed by any of the persons described in divisions 
(A) to (D) and (B) of section 147.51 of the Revised Code, other than a person authorized to perform 

notarial acts by the laws or regulations of a foreign country, the signature, rank, or title and serial 

number, if any, of the person are sufficient proof of the authority of a holder of that rank or title to 

perform the act. Further proof of-hls the person's authority is not required. 

(B) If the notarial act is performed by a person authorized by the laws or regulations of a 
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foreign country to perform the act, there is sufficient proof of the authority of that person to act if: 

(1) Either a foreign service officer of the United States residing in the country in which the 

act is performed or a diplomatic or consular officer of the foreign country residing in the United 

States certifies that a person holding that office is authorized to perform the act; 

(2) The official seal of the person performing the notarial act is affixed to the document; or 

(3) The title and indication of authority to perform notarial acts of the person appears either 

in a digest of foreign law or in a list customarily used as a source of such information. 

(C) If the notarial act is performed by a person other than one described in divisions (A) and 

(B) of this section, there is sufficient proof of the authority of that person to act if the clerk of a court 

of record in the place in which the notarial act is performed certifies to the official character of that 

person and to-h-ts that person's authority to perform the notarial act. 

(D) The signature and title of the person performing the act are prima-facie evidence that-he 

the person is a person with the designated title and that the signature is genuine. 

Sec. 147.53. ®_The person taking an acknowledgment shall certify that-:-

(A) ·n1e the person acknowledging appeared before--fttffl the notary public and acknowledged 

he executed executing the instrumentt~ 

(B) The person aekno·.vledgiRg was kno2tvn to the 13erson taking tlte aelrnowledgment or that 

the person taking the aelcnowledgnient luld satisfactory evidence that the person aeknowledgtng 't'f'as 

the-perso1'l described in and ·who executed the instru:mentwords in an acknowledgment notarial 

certificate "acknowledged before me" mean that: 

(1) The person acknowledging appeared before the person taking the acknowledgment; 

(2) The person acknowledging acknowledged executing the instrument; 

(3) fn the case of: 

(a) A natural person. the person executed the instrument for the purposes therein stated; 

(b) A corporation, the officer or agent acknowledged holding the position or title set forth in 

the instrument and cettificate, the officer or agent signed the instrument on behalf of the corporation 

by proper authority, and the instrument was the acl of the corporation for the purpose therein stated; 

(c) A limited liability company, the member, manager, or agent acknowledged signing the_ 

instrument on behalf of the limited liability company by proper authority and the member, manager, 

or agent executed the instrument as the act of the limited liability company for the purposes therein 

stated: 

(d) A partnership, the partner or agent acknowledged signing the instrument on behalf of the. 

partnership by proper authority and the parlner or agent executed the instrument as the act of the 

partnership for the purposes therein stated: 

(e) A person acknowledging as principal by an attorney in fact, the attorney in fact executed 

the instrument by proper authority as the act of the principal for the purposes therein stated; 

(0 A person acknowledging as a public officer. trustee, administrator, guardian, or other 

representative. Lhe person signed the instrument by proper authority and tbe person executed the 



Am. Sub. H.B. No. 315 135th G.A. 
52 

instrument in the capacity and for the purposes stated. 

(4) The person taking the acknowledgment either knew or had satisfactory evidence that the 

person acknowledging was the person named in the instrument or certificate. 

Sec. 147.54. (A) The person executing a jurat shall certify all of the following: 

(1) The signer appeared before the notary public: 

(2) The nota1y public administered an oath or affirmation to the signer that the statement in 

the jurat is true and correct: 

(3) The signer signed the document in the presence of the notary public. 

(B) The oath or affirmation administered by the notary publi.c to the signer of a jurat shall 

include one of the following questions. or substantially similar questions: 

(1) "Do you solemnly swear that the statements in this document are true. so help you God?" 

(2) "Do you affirm. under penalty of perjury. that the statements in this document are true?" 

Sec. 147.542. (A) A notary public shall provide a completed notarial certificate for every 

notarial act the notary public performs. 

(B) If a notarial certificate incorrectly indicates the type of notarization performed, the 

notary public shall provide a correct certificate at no charge to the person signing in question. 

(C) A jur&t certificate shall state that an oatl'.t or affirmatioB was administered to the signer· 

•.vith regard to the notarial aetThe form of a notarial ce1tificate used bv a person whose authority is 

recognized under section 147.51 of the Revised Code shall be accepted in this state if any of the 

foUowing apply: 

(1) The notarial certificate is in a form prescribed by the laws or regulations of this state: 

(2) The notarial c_e1tificate is in a form prescribed by the laws or regulations applicable in the 

place in which the notarial act is performed: 

(3) The ce1tificate contains the words: 

(a) "Acknowledged before me." or their substantial equivalent, when taking an 

acknowledgment: 

(b) "Sworn to and subscdbed before me," "affirmed to and subscribed before me." or their 

substantial equivalent, when executing a jurat. 

(D)(l) A notary public shall not use an acknowledgment certificate with regard to a notarial 

act in which an oath or affirmation has been administered. 

(2) A notary public shall not use a jurat certificate with regard to a notarial act in which an 

oath or affirmation has not been administered. 

(E) A certificate required under this section may be provided through any of the following 

means: 

(1) Preprinting on a notarial document; 

(2) Ink stamp; 

(3) Handwritten note; 

(4) A separate, attached document. 
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(F) A notarial certificate shall show all of the following information: 

(1) The state and county venue where the notarization is being performed; 

(2) The wording of the acknowledgment or jurat in question; 

(3) The date on which the notarial act was performed; 

(4) The signature of the notary, exactly as shown on the notary's commission; 

(5) The notary's printed name, displayed below the notary's signature or inked stamp; 

(6) The notary's notarial seal and commission expiration date; 

(7) If an electronic document was signed in the physical presence of a notary and notarized 

pursuant to section 147.591 of the Revised Code, or if an online notarization was performed 

pursuant to sections 147.60 to 147.66 of the Revised Code, the certificate shall include a statement 

to that effect. 
(G) A notary public may explain to a signer the difference between an acknowledgment and 

a jurat, but shall not, unless that notary is an attorney, advise the person on the type of notarial act 

that best suits a situation. 
Sec. 147.591. (A) As used in this section, "electronic document," "electronic seal," 

"electronic signature," and "online notarization" have the same meanings as in section 147.60 of the 

Revised Code. 
(B)(l) An electronic document that is signed in the physical presence of the notary public 

with an electronic signature and notarized with an electronic seal shall be considered an original 

document. 
(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of the Revised Code to the contrary, a digital copy 

of a document executed electronically by the parties and acknowledged or sworn before a notary 

acting pursuant to this section shall be accepted by county auditors, clerks of comts of record. 

deputy registrars. engineers, and recorders for purposes of approval, transfer, and recording to the 

same extent as any other document that is submitted by an electronic recording method and shall not 

be rejected solely by reason of containing electronic signatures or an electronic notarization, 

including an online notarization. 

(3) A county auditor, clerk of a cou1t of record, deputy registrar, engineer, and recorder shall 

accept a printed document that was executed electronically for purposes of approval, transfer, and 

recording if that document contains an attached authenticator certificate in the following, or a 

substantially similar, format: 

"AUTHENTICATOR CERTIFICATE 

I certify and warrant that the foregoing and annexed paper document being presented for 

record, to which this certification is attached, represents a true, exact, complete, and unaltered copy 

of the original electronic document. The county offices of the auditor, treasurer, recorder, and others 

necessary to effectuate the transfer and recording of the instrument shall be entitled to rely on such 

certification and warranty for all purposes. 
___________[ signature of authenticator] 



----- ------

- ----- ---

C 
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___ _____ _ _ _ [printed name of authenticator] 

[ street address of authenticator] 

_ _ ___ _ ___ __[ city, state, zip code of authenticator] 

_____ _____ _ [telephone number of authenticator] 

1 2 

A State of ) 

B ):ss 

County of_ _ _ ___ _ _ _ ) 

The foregoing authenticator certificate was subscribed and sworn to in my presence by 

_____ ______ [printed name of authenticator] on this __ day of_ ___. 20 

Notary Public" 
(C) An authenticator certificate may not be signed or notarized with an electronic signature 

or electronic seal, either in person or through the use of an on line notarization system. 
ill)_ Any notary public may obtain an electronic seal and an electronic signature for the 

purposes of notarizing documents under this section. 

~.(fil_A notary public shall comply with the provisions of section 147.66 of the Revised 

Code pertaining to the electronic seal and electronic signature. 

Sec. 147.60. As used in this section and sections 147.61 to 147.66 of the Revised Code: 

(A) "Appear in person" means being in the same physical location as another person and 

being close enough to hear, communicate with, and exchange tangible identification credentials with 

that individual. "Appear in person" also means being in a different location as another person and 

interacting with that individual by means of live two-way, audio-video communication. 

(B) "Credential analysis" means a process or service operating according to standards 
adopted by the secretary of state under section 147 .62 of the Revised Code through which a third 

person affirms the validity of a government-issued identification credential through review of public 

and proprietary data sources. 
(C) "Electronic" means relating to technology having electrical, digital, magnetic, wireless, 

optical, electromagnetic, or similar capabilities. 

(D) "Electronic document" means information that is created, generated, sent, 

communicated, received, or stored in an electronic medium and is retrievable in perceivable form. 

(E) "Electronic seal" means information within a notarized electronic document to which all 
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of the following apply: 

(1) The information confirms the notary public's name, jurisdiction, and comm1ss1on 

expiration date. 

(2) The information generally corresponds to the contents, layout, and format of the notary 

public's seal for use on paper documents, as required under section 147.04 of the Revised Code. 

(F) "Electronic signature" means an electronic sound, symbol, or process attached to or 

logically associated with an electronic document and executed or adopted by a natural person with 

the intent to sign the electronic document. 

(G) "Identity proofing" means a process or service operating according to standards adopted 

by the secretary of state under section 147.62 of the Revised Code through which a third person 

affirms the identity of a natural person through the review of personal information from public and 

proprietary data sources. 

(H) "Notarial act" means the performance of a function authorized under seetim1s 147.07 and 

section 147.51 of the Revised Code. "Notarial act" does not include the taking or certifying of 

depositions. 

(I) "Online notarization" means a notarial act performed by means of live two-way video and 

audio conference technology that conforms to the standards adopted by the secretary of state under 

section 147 .62 of the Revised Code. 

(J) "Online notary public" means a notary public who has been duly appointed and 

commissioned under section 147.01 of the Revised Code and has received authorization by the 

secretary of state under section 147.63 of the Revised Code to perform online notarizations. 

(K) ''Principal" means a natural person whose electronic signature is notarized in an online 

notarization, or the natural person taking an oath or affirmation from the online notary public. 

"Principal" does not include a natural person taking an oath or giving an affirmation in the capacity 

of a witness for the online notarization. 
(L) "Remote presentation" means transmission to an online notary public through live two­

way video and audio conference technology of an image of a government-issued identification 

credential that is of sufficient quality to enable the online notary public to identify the principal 

seeking the online notary public's services and to perform credential analysis. 

(M) "Territory of the United States" means the United States, Puerto Rico, the United States 

Virgin Islands, and any territory, insular possession, or other location subject to the jurisdiction of 

the United States. 

Sec. 147.99. ft\r-Whoever violates section 147.10 of the Revised Code shall be fined not 

more than five hundred dollars. 

(B) Wl~oever violates section 147.14 of the Re,vised Code shall be fined not more than ot1e 

hundred dollars Of imprisoned A:ot more thafl thirty days, or both. 

Sec. 149.311. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Historic building" means a building, including its structural components, that is located 
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in this state and that is either individually listed on the national register of historic places under 16 

U.S.C. 470a, located in a registered historic district, and certified by the state historic preservation 

officer as being of historic significance to the district, or is individually listed as an historic 

landmark designated by a local government certified under 16 U.S.C. 470a(c). 

(2) "Qualified rehabilitation expenditures" means expenditures paid or incurred during the 

rehabilitation period, and before and after that period as determined under 26 U.S.C. 47, by an 

owner or qualified lessee of an historic building to rehabilitate the building. "Qualified rehabilitation 

expenditures" includes architectural or engineering fees paid or incurred in connection with the 

rehabilitation, and expenses incurred in the preparation of nomination forms for listing on the 

national register of historic places. "Qualified rehabilitation expenditures" does not include any of 

the following: 

(a) The cost of acquiring, expanding, or enlarging an historic building; 

(b) Expenditures attributable to work done to facilities related to the building, such as 

parking lots, sidewalks, and landscaping; 

(c) New building construction costs. 

(3) "Owner" of an historic building means a person holding the fee simple interest in the 

building. "Owner" does not include the state or a state agency, or any political subdivision as defined 

in section 9.23 of the Revised Code. 

(4) "Qualified lessee" means a person subject to a lease agreement for an historic building 

and eligible for the federal rehabilitation tax credit under 26 U.S.C. 47. "Qualified lessee" does not 

include the state or a state agency or political subdivision as defined in section 9.23 of the Revised 

Code. 

(5) "Certificate owner" means the owner or qualified lessee of an historic building to which a 

rehabilitation tax credit certificate was issued under this section. 

(6) "Registered historic district" means an historic district listed in the national register of 

historic places under 16 U.S.C. 470a, an historic district designated by a local government certified 

under 16 U.S.C. 470a(c), or a local historic district certified under 36 C.F.R. 67.8 and 67.9. 

(7) "Rehabilitation" means the process of repairing or altering an historic building or 

buildings, making possible an efficient use while preserving those portions and features of the 

building and its site and environment that are significant to its historic, architectural, and cultural 

values. 

(8) "Rehabilitation period" means one of the following: 

(a) If the rehabilitation initially was not planned to be completed in stages, a period chosen 

by the owner or qualified lessee not to exceed twenty-four months during which rehabilitation 

occurs; 

(b) If the rehabilitation initially was planned to be completed in stages, a period chosen by 
the owner or qualified lessee not to exceed sixty months during which rehabilitation occurs. Each 

stage shall be reviewed as a phase of a rehabilitation as determined under 26 C.F .R. 1.48-12 or a 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 315 135th G.A. 
57 

successor to that section. 

(9) "State historic preservation officer" or "officer" means the state historic preservation 

officer appointed by the governor under 16 U.S.C. 470a. 

(10) "Catalytic project" means the rehabilitation of an historic building, the rehabilitation of 

which will foster economic development within two thousand five hundred feet of the historic 

building. 

(B) The owner or qualified lessee of an historic building may apply to the director of 

development for a rehabilitation tax credit certificate for qualified rehabilitation expenditures paid or 

incurred by such owner or qualified lessee after April 4, 2007, for rehabilitation of an historic 

building. If the owner of an historic building enters a pass-through agreement with a qualified lessee 

for the purposes of the federal rehabilitation tax credit under 26 U.S.C. 47, the qualified 

rehabilitation expenditures paid or incurred by the owner after April 4, 2007, may be attributed to 

the qualified lessee. 

The form and manner of filing such applications shall be prescribed by rule of the director. 

Each application shall state the amount of qualified rehabilitation expenditures the applicant 

estimates will be paid or incurred and shall indicate whether the historic building was used as a 

theater before, and is intended to be used as a theater after, the rehabilitation. The director may 

require applicants to furnish documentation of such estimates. 

The director, after consultation with the tax commissioner and in accordance with Chapter 

119. of the Revised Code, shall adopt rules that establish all of the following: 

(1) Forms and procedures by which applicants may apply for rehabilitation tax credit 
certificates; 

(2) Criteria for reviewing, evaluating, and approving applications for certificates within the 

limitations under division (D) of this section, criteria for assuring that the certificates issued 

encompass a mixture of high and low qualified rehabilitation expenditures, and criteria for issuing 

certificates under division (C)(3)(b) of this section; 

(3) Eligibility requirements for obtaining a certificate under this section; 

(4) The form of rehabilitation tax credit certificates; 

(5) Reporting requirements and monitoring procedures; 

(6) Procedures and criteria for conducting cost-benefit analyses of historic buildings that are 

the subjects of applications filed under this section. The purpose of a cost-benefit analysis shall be to 

determine whether rehabilitation of the historic building will result in a net revenue gain in state and 

local taxes once the building is used. 

(7) Any other rules necessary to implement and administer this section. 

(C) The director shall review the applications with the assistance of the state historic 

preservation officer and determine whether all of the following criteria are met: 

(1) That the building that is the subject of the application is an historic building and the 

applicant is the owner or qualified lessee of the building; 
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(2) That the rehabilitation will satisfy standards prescribed by the United States secretary of 

the interior under 16 U.S.C. 470, et seq., as amended, and 36 C.F.R. 67.7 or a successor to that 

section; 
(3) That receiving a rehabilitation tax credit certificate under this section is a major factor in: 

(a) The applicant's decision to rehabilitate the historic building; or 

(b) To increase the level of investment in such rehabilitation. 

(4) The historic building that is the subject of the application is not, and will not upon 

completion of the rehabilitation project be, part of a qualified low-income housing project allocated 

a tax credit pursuant to section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code. 
An applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the state historic preservation officer 

and director that the rehabilitation will satisfy the standards described in division (C)(2) of this 

section before the applicant begins the physical rehabilitation of the historic building. 

(D)(l) If the director determines that an application meets the criteria in division (C) of this 

section, the director shall conduct a cost-benefit analysis for the historic building that is the subject 

of the application to determine whether rehabilitation of the historic building will result in a net 

revenue gain in state and local taxes once the building is used. The director shall consider the results 

of the cost-benefit analysis in determining whether to approve the application. The director shall also 

consider the potential economic impact and the regional distributive balance of the credits 

throughout the state. The director shall not consider whether the historic building is located in or will 

benefit an economically distressed area, including by weighting preference based on the poverty rate 

in the jurisdiction or census tract Ln which the building is located. The director may approve an 

application only after completion of the cost-benefit analysis. 

(2) A rehabilitation tax credit certificate shall not be issued for an amount greater than the 

estimated amount furnished by the applicant on the application for such certificate and approved by 

the director. The director shall not approve more than a total of one hundred twenty million dollars 

of rehabilitation tax credits for each of fiscal years 2023 and 2024, and sixty million dollars of 

rehabilitation tax credits for each fiscal year thereafter but the director may reallocate unused tax 

credits from a prior fiscal year for new applicants and such reallocated credits shall not apply toward 

the dollar limit of this division. 
(3) For rehabilitations with a rehabilitation period not exceeding twenty-four months as 

provided in division (A)(8)(a) of this section, a rehabilitation tax credit certificate shall not be issued 

before the rehabilitation of the historic building is completed. 

(4) For rehabilitations with a rehabilitation period not exceeding sixty months as provided in 

division (A)(8)(b) of this section, a rehabilitation tax credit certificate shall not be issued before a 

stage of rehabilitation is completed. After all stages of rehabilitation are completed, if the director 

cannot determine that the criteria in division (C) of this section are satisfied for all stages of 

rehabilitations, the director shall certify this finding to the tax commissioner, and any rehabilitation 

tax credits received by the applicant shall be repaid by the applicant and may be collected by 
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assessment as unpaid tax by the commissioner. 

(5) The director shall require the applicant to provide a third-party cost certification by a 

certified public accountant of the actual costs attributed to the rehabilitation of the historic building 

when qualified rehabilitation expenditures exceed two hundred thousand dollars. 

If an applicant whose application is approved for receipt of a rehabilitation tax credit 

certificate fails to provide to the director sufficient evidence of reviewable progress, including a 

viable financial plan, copies of final construction drawings, and evidence that the applicant has 

obtained all historic approvals within twelve months after the date the applicant received notification 

of approval, and if the applicant fails to provide evidence to the director that the applicant has 

secured and closed on financing for the rehabilitation within eighteen months after receiving 

notification of approval, the director may rescind the approval of the application. The director shall 

notify the applicant if the approval has been rescinded. Credits that would have been available to an 

applicant whose approval was rescinded shall be available for other qualified applicants. Nothing in 

this division prohibits an applicant whose approval has been rescinded from submitting a new 

application for a rehabilitation tax credit certificate. 

(6) The director may approve the application of, and issue a rehabilitation tax credit 

certificate to, the owner of a catalytic project, provided the application otherwise meets the criteria 

described in divisions (C) and (D) of this section. The director may not approve more than one 

application for a rehabilitation tax credit certificate under division (D)(6) of this section during each 

state fiscal biennium. The director shall not approve an application for a rehabilitation tax credit 

certificate under division (D)(6) of this section during the state fiscal biennium beginning July 1, 

2017, or during any state fiscal biennium thereafter. The director shall consider the following criteria 

in determining whether to approve an application for a certificate under division (D)(6) of this 

section: 
(a) Whether the historic building is a catalytic project; 

(b) The effect issuance of the certificate would have on the availability of credits for other 

applicants that qualify for a credit certificate within the credit dollar limit described in division (D) 

(2) of this section; 
(c) The number ofjobs, if any, the catalytic project will create. 

(7)(a) The owner or qualified lessee of a historic building may apply for a rehabilitation tax 

credit certificate under both divisions (B) and (D)(6) of this section. In such a case, the director shall 

consider each application at the time the application is submitted. 

(b) The director shall not issue more than one certificate under this section with respect to 

the same qualified rehabilitation expenditures. 

(8) The director shall give consideration for tax credits awarded under this section to 

rehabilitations of historic buildings used as a theater before, and intended to be used as a theater 

after, the rehabilitation. In determining whether to approve an application for such a rehabilitation, 

the director shall consider the extent to which the rehabilitation will increase attendance at the 
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theater and increase the theater's gross revenue. 

(9) The director shall rescind the approval of any application if the building that is the 

subject of the application is part of a qualified low-income housing project allocated a tax credit 

pursuant to section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code at any time before the building's rehabilitation 

is complete. 

(E) Issuance of a certificate represents a finding by the director of the matters described in 

divisions (C)(l), (2), and (3) of this section only; issuance of a certificate does not represent a 

verification or certification by the director of the amount of qualified rehabilitation expenditures for 

which a tax credit may be claimed under section 5725.151, 5725.34, 5726.52, 5729.17, 5733.47, or 

5747.76 of the Revised Code. The amount of qualified rehabilitation expenditures for which a tax 

credit may be claimed is subject to inspection and examination by the tax commissioner or 

employees of the commissioner under section 5703.19 of the Revised Code and any other applicable 

law. Upon the issuance of a certificate, the director shall certify to the tax commissioner, in the form 

and manner requested by the tax commissioner, the name of the applicant, the amount of qualified 

rehabilitation expenditures shown on the certificate, and any other information required by the rules 

adopted under this section. 

(F)(l) On or before the first day of August each year, the director and tax commissioner 

jointly shall submit to the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of representatives a 

report on the tax credit program established under this section and sections 5725.151, 5725.34, 

5726.52, 5729.17, 5733.47, and 5747.76 of the Revised Code. The report shall present an overview 

of the program and shall include information on the number of rehabilitation tax credit certificates 

issued under this section during the preceding fiscal year, an update on the status of each historic 

building for which an application was approved under this section, the dollar amount of the tax 

credits granted under sections 5725.151, 5725.34, 5726.52, 5729.17, 5733.47, and 5747. 76 of the 

Revised Code, and any other information the director and commissioner consider relevant to the 

topics addressed in the report. 

(2) On or before December 1, 2015, the director and tax commissioner jointly shall submit to 

the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of representatives a comprehensive report 

that includes the information required by division (F)( 1) of this section and a detailed analysis of the 

effectiveness of issuing tax credits for rehabilitating historic buildings. The report shall be prepared 

with the assistance of an economic research organization jointly chosen by the director and 
comm1ss1oner. 

(G) There is hereby created in the state treasury the historic rehabilitation tax credit 

operating fund. The director is authorized to charge reasonable application and other fees in 

connection with the administration of tax credits authorized by this section and sections 5725.151, 

5725.34, 5726.52, 5729.17, 5733.47, and 5747.76 of the Revised Code. Any such fees collected 

shall be credited to the fund and used to pay reasonable costs incurred by the department of 

development in administering this section and sections 5725.151, 5725.34, 5726.52, 5729.17, 
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5733.47, and 5747.76 of the Revised Code. 

The Ohio historic preservation office is authorized to charge reasonable fees in connection 

with its review and approval of applications under this section. Any such fees collected shall be 

credited to the fund and used to pay administrative costs incurred by the Ohio historic preservation 

office pursuant to this section. 
(H) Notwithstanding sections 5725.151, 5725.34, 5726.52, 5729.17, 5733.47, and 5747.76 of 

the Revised Code, the certificate owner of a tax credit certificate issued under division (D)(6) of this 

section may claim a tax credit equal to twenty-five per cent of the dollar amount indicated on the 

certificate for a total credit of not more than twenty-five million dollars. The credit claimed by such 

a certificate owner for any calendar year, tax year, or taxable year under section 5725.151, 5725.34, 

5726.52, 5729.17, 5733.47, or 5747.76 of the Revised Code shall not exceed five million dollars. If 

the certificate owner is eligible for more than five million dollars in total credits, the certificate 

owner may carry forward the balance of the credit in excess of the amount claimed for that year for 

not more than five ensuing calendar years, tax years, or taxable years. If the credit claimed in any 

calendar year, tax year, or taxable year exceeds the tax otherwise due, the excess shall be refunded to 

the taxpayer. 

(I) Notwithstanding sections 5725.151, 5725.34, 5726.52, 5729.17, 5733.47, and 5747.76 of 
the Revised Code, the following apply to a tax credit approved under this section after September 

13, 2022, and before July 1, 2024: 
(1) The certificate holder may claim a tax credit equal to thirty-five per cent of the dollar 

amount indicated on the tax credit certificate if any county, township, or municipal corporation 

within which the project is located has a population of less than three hundred thousand according to 

the 2020 decennial census. The tax credit equals twenty-five per cent of the dollar amount indicated 

on the certificate if the project is not located within such a county, township, or municipal 

corporation. 

(2) The total tax credit claimed under section 5725.151, 5725.34, 5726.52, 5729.17, 5733.47, 

or 5747.76 of the Revised Code for any one project shall not exceed ten million dollars for any 

calendar year, tax year, or taxable year. 

(3) If the credit claimed in any calendar year, tax year, or taxable year exceeds the tax 

otherwise due, the excess shall be refunded to the taxpayer, subject to division (I)(2) of this section. 

(J) The director of development, in consultation with the director of budget and 

management, shall develop and adopt a system of tracking any information necessary to anticipate 

the impact of credits issued under this section on tax revenues for current and future fiscal years. 

Such information may include the number of applications approved, the estimated rehabilitation 

expenditures and rehabilitation period associated with such applications, the number and amount of 

tax credit certificates issued, and any other information the director of budget and management 

requires for the purposes of this division. 

(K) For purposes of this section and Chapter 122: 19-1 of the Ohio Administrative Code, a 
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tax credit certificate issued under this section is effective on the date that all historic buildings 

rehabilitated by the project are "placed in service," as that term is used in section 4 7 of the Internal 

Revenue Code. 

Sec. 149.43. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Public record" means records kept by any public office, including, but not limited to, 

state, county, city, village, township, and school district units, and records pertaining to the delivery 

of educational services by an alternative school in this state kept by the nonprofit or for-profit entity 

operating the alternative school pursuant to section 3313.533 of the Revised Code. "Public record" 

does not mean any of the following: 

(a) Medical records; 

(b) Records pertaining to probation and parole proceedings, to proceedings related to the 

imposition of community control sanctions and post-release control sanctions, or to proceedings 

related to determinations under section 2967.271 of the Revised Code regarding the release or 

maintained incarceration of an offender to whom that section applies; 

(c) Records pertaining to actions under section 2151.85 and division (C) of section 2919.121 

of the Revised Code and to appeals of actions arising under those sections; 

(d) Records pertaining to adoption proceedings, including the contents of an adoption file 

maintained by the department of health under sections 3 705 .12 to 3705 .124 of the Revised Code; 

(e) Information in a record contained in the putative father registry established by section 
3107 .062 of the Revised Code, regardless of whether the information is held by the department of 

job and family services or, pursuant to section 3111.69 of the Revised Code, the office of child 
support in the department or a child support enforcement agency; 

(f) Records specified in division (A) of section 3107 .52 of the Revised Code; 

(g) Trial preparation records; 

(h) Confidential law enforcement investigatory records; 

(i) Records containing information that is confidential under section 2710.03 or 4112.05 of 
the Revised Code; 

G) DNA records stored in the DNA database pursuant to section 109.573 of the Revised 
Code; 

(k) Inmate records released by the department of rehabilitation and correction to the 

department of youth services or a court of record pursuant to division (E) of section 5120.21 of the 
Revised Code; 

(1) Records maintained by the department of youth services pertaining to children in its 
custody released by the department of youth services to the department of rehabilitation and 

correction pursuant to section 5139 .05 of the Revised Code; 
(m) Intellectual property records; 

(n) Donor profile records; 

(o) Records maintained by the department of job and family services pursuant to section 
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3121.894 of the Revised Code; 

(p) Designated public service worker residential and familial information; 

(q) In the case of a county hospital operated pursuant to Chapter 339. of the Revised Code or 

a municipal hospital operated pursuant to Chapter 749. of the Revised Code, information that 
constitutes a trade secret, as defined in section 1333.61 of the Revised Code; 

(r) Information pertaining to the recreational activities of a person under the age of eighteen; 

(s) In the case of a child fatality review board acting under sections 307.621 to 307.629 of 

the Revised Code or a review conducted pursuant to guidelines established by the director of health 

under section 3701.70 of the Revised Code, records provided to the board or director, statements 

made by board members during meetings of the board or by persons participating in the director's 

review, and all work products of the board or director, and in the case of a child fatality review 

board, child fatality review data submitted by the board to the department of health or a national 

child death review database, other than the report prepared pursuant to division (A) of section 

307.626 of the Revised Code; 

(t) Records provided to and statements made by the executive director of a public children 

services agency or a prosecuting attorney acting pursuant to section 5153.171 of the Revised Code 

other than the information released under that section; 

(u) Test materials, examinations, or evaluation tools used in an examination for licensure as 

a nursing home administrator that the board of executives of long-term services and supports 

administers under section 4 7 51.15 of the Revised Code or contracts under that section with a private 

or government entity to administer; 

(v) Records the release of which is prohibited by state or federal law; 

(w) Proprietary information of or relating to any person that is submitted to or compiled by 

the Ohio venture capital authority created under section 150.01 of the Revised Code; 

(x) Financial statements and data any person submits for any purpose to the Ohio housing 

finance agency or the controlling board in connection with applying for, receiving, or accounting for 

financial assistance from the agency, and information that identifies any individual who benefits 

directly or indirectly from financial assistance from the agency; 

(y) Records listed in section 5101.29 of the Revised Code; 

(z) Discharges recorded with a county recorder under section 317.24 of the Revised Code, as 

specified in division (B)(2) of that section; 

(aa) Usage information including names and addresses of specific residential and 
commercial customers of a municipally owned or operated public utility; 

(bb) Records described in division (C) of section 187.04 of the Revised Code that are not 

designated to be made available to the public as provided in that division; 

(cc) Information and records that are made confidential, privileged, and not subject to 

disclosure under divisions (B) and (C) of section 2949.221 of the Revised Code; 

(dd) Personal information, as defined in section 149.45 of the Revised Code; 
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(ee) The confidential name, address, and other personally identifiable information of a 

program participant in the address confidentiality program established under sections 111.41 to 

111.47 of the Revised Code, including the contents of any application for absent voter's ballots, 

absent voter's ballot identification envelope statement of voter, or provisional ballot affirmation 

completed by a program participant who has a confidential voter registration record; records or 

portions of records pertaining to that program that identify the number of program participants that 

reside within a precinct, ward, township, municipal corporation, county, or any other geographic 

area smaller than the state; and any real property confidentiality notice filed under section 111.431 

of the Revised Code and the information described in division (C) of that section. As used in this 

division, "confidential address" and "program participant" have the meaning defined in section 

111.41 of the Revised Code. 

(ff) Orders for active military service of an individual serving or with previous service in the 

armed forces of the United States, including a reserve component, or the Ohio organized militia, 

except that, such order becomes a public record on the day that is fifteen years after the published 

date or effective date of the call to order; 

(gg) The name, address, contact information, or other personal information of an individual 

who is less than eighteen years of age that is included in any record related to a traffic accident 

involving a school vehicle in which the individual was an occupant at the time of the accident; 

(hh) Protected health information, as defined in 45 C.F.R. 160.103, that is in a claim for 

payment for a health care product, service, or procedure, as well as any other health claims data in 

another document that reveals the identity of an individual who is the subject of the data or could be 

used to reveal that individual's identity; 

(ii) Any depiction by photograph, film, videotape, or printed or digital image under either of 

the following circumstances: 

(i) The depiction is that of a victim of an offense the release of which would be, to a 

reasonable person of ordinary sensibilities, an offensive and objectionable intrusion into the victim's 

expectation of bodily privacy and integrity. 

(ii) The depiction captures or depicts the victim of a sexually oriented offense, as defined in 

section 2950.01 of the Revised Code, at the actual occurrence of that offense. 

UD Restricted portions of a body-worn camera or dashboard camera recording; 

(kk) In the case of a fetal-infant mortality review board acting under sections 3707.70 to 

3707.77 of the Revised Code, records, documents, reports, or other information presented to the 
board or a person abstracting such materials on the board's behalf, statements made by review board 

members during board meetings, all work products of the board, and data submitted by the board to 

the department of health or a national infant death review database, other than the report prepared 

pursuant to section 3707.77 of the Revised Code. 

(11) Records, documents, reports, or other information presented to the pregnancy-associated 

mortality review board established under section 3738.01 of the Revised Code, statements made by 
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board members during board meetings, all work products of the board, and data submitted by the 

board to the department of health, other than the biennial reports prepared under section 3738.08 of 

the Revised Code; 

(mm) Except as otherwise provided in division (A)(l)(oo) of this section, telephone numbers 

for a victim, as defined in section 2930.01 of the Revised Code or a witness to a crime that are listed 

on any law enforcement record or report. 

(nn) A preneed funeral contract, as defined in section 4717.01 of the Revised Code, and 

contract terms and personally identifying information of a preneed funeral contract, that is contained 

in a report submitted by or for a funeral home to the board of embalmers and funeral directors under 

division (C) of section 4717.13, division (J) of section 4717.31, or section 4717.41 of the Revised 

Code. 

(oo) Telephone numbers for a party to a motor vehicle accident subject to the requirements 

of section 5502.11 of the Revised Code that are listed on any law enforcement record or report, 

except that the telephone numbers described in this division are not excluded from the definition of 

"public record" under this division on and after the thirtieth day after the occurrence of the motor 

vehicle accident. 
(pp) Records pertaining to individuals who complete training under section 5502.703 of the 

Revised Code to be permitted by a school district board of education or governing body of a 

community school established under Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code, a STEM school established 

under Chapter 3326. of the Revised Code, or a chartered nonpublic school to convey deadly 

weapons or dangerous ordnance into a school safety zone; 
(qq) Records, documents, reports, or other information presented to a domestic violence 

fatality review board established under section 307.651 of the Revised Code, statements made by 

board members during board meetings, all work products of the board, and data submitted by the 

board to the department of health, other than a report prepared pursuant to section 307.656 of the 

Revised Code; 

(rr) Records, documents, and information the release of which is prohibited under sections 

2930.04 and 2930.07 of the Revised Code; 
(ss) Records of an existing qualified nonprofit corporation that creates a special 

improvement district under Chapter 1710. of the Revised Code that do not pertain to a purpose for 

which the district is created; 

(tt) Educational support services data, as defined in section 3319.325 of the Revised Code. 

A record that is not a public record under division (A)(l) of this section and that, under law, 

is permanently retained becomes a public record on the day that is seventy-five years after the day 

on which the record was created, except for any record protected by the attorney-client privilege, a 

trial preparation record as defined in this section, a statement prohibiting the release of identifying 

information signed under section 3107 .083 of the Revised Code, a denial of release form filed 

pursuant to section 3107.46 of the Revised Code, or any record that is exempt from release or 
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disclosure under section 149.433 of the Revised Code. If the record is a birth certificate and a 

biological parent's name redaction request form has been accepted under section 3107.391 of the 

Revised Code, the name of that parent shall be redacted from the birth certificate before it is released 

under this paragraph. If any other section of the Revised Code establishes a time period for 

disclosure of a record that conflicts with the time period specified in this section, the time period in 

the other section prevails. 

(2) "Confidential law enforcement investigatory record" means any record that pertains to a 

law enforcement matter of a criminal, quasi-criminal, civil, or administrative nature, but only to the 

extent that the release of the record would create a high probability of disclosure of any of the 

following: 
(a) The identity of a suspect who has not been charged with the offense to which the record 

pertains, or of an information source or witness to whom confidentiality has been reasonably 

promised; 
(b) Information provided by an information source or witness to whom confidentiality has 

been reasonably promised, which information would reasonably tend to disclose the source's or 

witness's identity; 

(c) Specific confidential investigatory techniques or procedures or specific investigatory 

work product; 
(d) Information that would endanger the life or physical safety of law enforcement 

personnel, a crime victim, a witness, or a confidential information source. 

(3) "Medical record" means any document or combination of documents, except births, 

deaths, and the fact of admission to or discharge from a hospital, that pertains to the medical history, 

diagnosis, prognosis, or medical condition of a patient and that is generated and maintained in the 

process of medical treatment. 
(4) "Trial preparation record" means any record that contains information that is specifically 

compiled in reasonable anticipation of, or in defense of, a civil or criminal action or proceeding, 

including the independent thought processes and personal trial preparation of an attorney. 

(5) "Intellectual property record" means a record, other than a financial or administrative 

record, that is produced or collected by or for faculty or staff of a state institution of higher learning 

in the conduct of or as a result of study or research on an educational, commercial, scientific, artistic, 

technical, or scholarly issue, regardless of whether the study or research was sponsored by the 

institution alone or in conjunction with a governmental body or private concern, and that has not 

been publicly released, published, or patented. 

(6) "Donor profile record" means all records about donors or potential donors to a public 

institution of higher education except the names and reported addresses of the actual donors and the 

date, amount, and conditions of the actual donation. 

(7) "Designated public service worker" means a peace officer, parole officer, probation 
officer, bailiff, prosecuting attorney, assistant prosecuting attorney, correctional employee, county or 
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multicounty corrections officer, community-based correctional facility employee, designated Ohio 

national guard member, protective services worker, youth services employee, firefighter, EMT, 

medical director or member of a cooperating physician advisory board of an emergency medical 

service organization, state board of pharmacy employee, investigator of the bureau of criminal 

identification and investigation, emergency service telecommunicator, forensic mental health 

provider, mental health evaluation provider, regional psychiatric hospital employee, judge, 

magistrate, or federal law enforcement officer. 

(8) "Designated public service worker residential and familial information" means any 

information that discloses any of the following about a designated public service worker: 

(a) The address of the actual personal residence of a designated public service worker, 

except for the following information: 

(i) The address of the actual personal residence of a prosecuting attorney or judge; and 

(ii) The state or political subdivision in which a designated public service worker resides. 

(b) Information compiled from referral to or participation in an employee assistance 

program; 

(c) The social security number, the residential telephone number, any bank account, debit 

card, charge card, or credit card number, or the emergency telephone number of, or any medical 

information pertaining to, a designated public service worker; 

(d) The name of any beneficiary of employment benefits, including, but not limited to, life 

insurance benefits, provided to a designated public service worker by the designated public service 

worker's employer; 

(e) The identity and amount of any charitable or employment benefit deduction made by the 

designated public service worker's employer from the designated public service worker's 

compensation, unless the amount of the deduction is required by state or federal law; 

(f) The name, the residential address, the name of the employer, the address of the employer, 

the social security number, the residential telephone number, any bank account, debit card, charge 

card, or credit card number, or the emergency telephone number of the spouse, a former spouse, or 

any child of a designated public service worker; 

(g) A photograph of a peace officer who holds a position or has an assignment that may 

include undercover or plain clothes positions or assignments as determined by the peace officer's 
appointing authority. 

(9) As used in divisions (A)(7) and (15) to (17) of this section: 

"Peace officer" has the meaning defined in section 109.71 of the Revised Code and also 

includes the superintendent and troopers of the state highway patrol; it does not include the sheriff of 

a county or a supervisory employee who, in the absence of the sheriff, is authorized to stand in for, 

exercise the authority of, and perform the duties of the sheriff. 

"Correctional employee" means any employee of the department of rehabilitation and 

correction who in the course of performing the employee's job duties has or has had contact with 
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inmates and persons under supervision. 

"County or multicounty corrections officer" means any corrections officer employed by any 

county or multicounty correctional facility. 

"Designated Ohio national guard member" means a member of the Ohio national guard who 

is participating in duties related to remotely piloted aircraft, including, but not limited to, pilots, 

sensor operators, and mission intelligence personnel, duties related to special forces operations, or 

duties related to cybersecurity, and is designated by the adjutant general as a designated public 

service worker for those purposes. 

"Protective services worker" means any employee of a county agency who is responsible for 

child protective services, child support services, or adult protective services. 

"Youth services employee" means any employee of the department of youth services who in 

the course of performing the employee's job duties has or has had contact with children committed 

to the custody of the department of youth services. 

"Firefighter" means any regular, paid or volunteer, member of a lawfully constituted fire 

department of a municipal corporation, township, fire district, or village. 

"EMT" means EMTs-basic, EMTs-I, and paramedics that provide emergency medical 

services for a public emergency medical service organization. "Emergency medical service 

organization," "EMT-basic," "EMT-I," and "paramedic" have the meanings defined in section 

4765.01 of the Revised Code. 

"Investigator of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation" has the meaning 
defined in section 2903.11 of the Revised Code. 

"Emergency service telecommunicator" means an individual employed by an emergency 

service provider as defined under section 128.01 of the Revised Code, whose primary responsibility 

is to be an operator for the receipt or processing of calls for emergency services made by telephone, 
radio, or other electronic means. 

"Forensic mental health provider" means any employee of a community mental health 

service provider or local alcohol, drug addiction, and mental health services board who, in the course 

of the employee's duties, has contact with persons committed to a local alcohol, drug addiction, and 

mental health services board by a court order pursuant to section 2945.38, 2945.39, 2945.40, or 
2945.402 of the Revised Code. 

"Mental health evaluation provider" means an individual who, under Chapter 5122. of the 

Revised Code, examines a respondent who is alleged to be a mentally ill person subject to court 

order, as defined in section 5122.01 of the Revised Code, and reports to the probate court the 
respondent's mental condition. 

"Regional psychiatric hospital employee" means any employee of the department of mental 

health and addiction services who, in the course of performing the employee's duties, has contact 

with patients committed to the department of mental health and addiction services by a court order 
pursuant to section 2945.38, 2945.39, 2945.40, or 2945.402 of the Revised Code. 
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"Federal law enforcement officer" has the meaning defined in section 9.88 of the Revised 

Code. 

(10) "Information pertaining to the recreational activities of a person under the age of 

eighteen" means information that is kept in the ordinary course of business by a public office, that 

pertains to the recreational activities of a person under the age of eighteen years, and that discloses 

any of the following: 

(a) The address or telephone number of a person under the age of eighteen or the address or 

telephone number of that person's parent, guardian, custodian, or emergency contact person; 

(b) The social security number, birth date, or photographic image of a person under the age 
of eighteen; 

(c) Any medical record, history, or information pertaining to a person under the age of 

eighteen; 

(d) Any additional information sought or required about a person under the age of eighteen 

for the purpose of allowing that person to participate in any recreational activity conducted or 

sponsored by a public office or to use or obtain admission privileges to any recreational facility 

owned or operated by a public office. 

(11) "Community control sanction" has the meaning defined in section 2929.01 of the 

Revised Code. 

(12) "Post-release control sanction" has the meaning defined in section 2967.01 of the 

Revised Code. 

(13) "Redaction" means obscuring or deleting any information that is exempt from the duty 

to permit public inspection or copying from an item that otherwise meets the definition of a "record" 
in section 149.011 of the Revised Code. 

(14) "Designee," "elected official," and "future official" have the meanings defined in 

section 109.43 of the Revised Code. 

(15) "Body-worn camera" means a visual and audio recording device worn on the person of 

a correctional employee, youth services employee, or peace officer while the correctional employee, 

youth services employee, or peace officer is engaged in the performance of official duties. 

(16) "Dashboard camera" means a visual and audio recording device mounted on a peace 

officer's vehicle or vessel that is used while the peace officer is engaged in the performance of the 

peace officer's duties. 

(17) "Restricted portions of a body-worn camera or dashboard camera recording" means any 

visual or audio portion of a body-worn camera or dashboard camera recording that shows, 
communicates, or discloses any of the following: 

(a) The image or identity of a child or information that could lead to the identification of a 

child who is a primary subject of the recording when the department of rehabilitation and correction, 

department of youth services, or the law enforcement agency knows or has reason to know the 

person is a child based on the department's or law enforcement agency's records or the content of the 
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recording; 

(b) The death of a person or a deceased person's body, unless the death was caused by a 

correctional employee, youth services employee, or peace officer or, subject to division (H)(l) of 

this section, the consent of the decedent's executor or administrator has been obtained; 

(c) The death of a correctional employee, youth services employee, peace officer, firefighter, 

paramedic, or other first responder, occurring while the decedent was engaged in the performance of 

official duties, unless, subject to division (H)(l) of this section, the consent of the decedent's 

executor or administrator has been obtained; 

(d) Grievous bodily harm, unless the injury was effected by a correctional employee, youth 

services employee, or peace officer or, subject to division (H)(l) of this section, the consent of the 

injured person or the injured person's guardian has been obtained; 

(e) An act of severe violence against a person that results in serious physical harm to the 

person, unless the act and injury was effected by a correctional employee, youth services employee, 

or peace officer or, subject to division (H)(l) of this section, the consent of the injured person or the 

injured person's guardian has been obtained; 

(f) Grievous bodily harm to a correctional employee, youth services employee, peace officer, 

firefighter, paramedic, or other first responder, occurring while the injured person was engaged in 

the performance of official duties, unless, subject to division (H)(l) of this section, the consent of 

the injured person or the injured person's guardian has been obtained; 

(g) An act of severe violence resulting in serious physical harm against a correctional 

employee, youth services employee, peace officer, firefighter, paramedic, or other first responder, 

occurring while the injured person was engaged in the performance of official duties, unless, subject 

to division (H)(l) of this section, the consent of the injured person or the injured person's guardian 
has been obtained; 

(h) A person's nude body, unless, subject to division (H)(l) of this section, the person's 

consent has been obtained; 

(i) Protected health information, the identity of a person in a health care facility who is not 

the subject of a correctional, youth services, or law enforcement encounter, or any other information 

in a health care facility that could identify a person who is not the subject of a correctional, youth 

services, or law enforcement encounter; 

G) Information that could identify the alleged victim of a sex offense, menacing by stalking, 
or domestic violence; 

(k) Information, that does not constitute a confidential law enforcement investigatory record, 

that could identify a person who provides sensitive or confidential information to the department of 

rehabilitation and correction, the department of youth services, or a law enforcement agency when 

the disclosure of the person's identity or the information provided could reasonably be expected to 

threaten or endanger the safety or property of the person or another person; 

(1) Personal information of a person who is not arrested, cited, charged, or issued a written 
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warning by a peace officer; 

(m) Proprietary correctional, youth services, or police contingency plans or tactics that are 

intended to prevent crime and maintain public order and safety; 

(n) A personal conversation unrelated to work between correctional employees, youth 

services employees, or peace officers or between a correctional employee, youth services employee, 

or peace officer and an employee of a law enforcement agency; 

(o) A conversation between a correctional employee, youth services employee, or peace 

officer and a member of the public that does not concern correctional, youth services, or law 

enforcement activities; 
(p) The interior of a residence, unless the interior of a residence is the location of an 

adversarial encounter with, or a use of force by, a correctional employee, youth services employee, 

or peace officer; 

(q) Any portion of the interior of a private business that is not open to the public, unless an 

adversarial encounter with, or a use of force by, a correctional employee, youth services employee, 

or peace officer occurs in that location. 

As used in division (A)(l 7) of this section: 

"Grievous bodily harm" has the same meaning as in section 5924.120 of the Revised Code. 

"Health care facility" has the same meaning as in section 1337.11 of the Revised Code. 

"Protected health information" has the same meaning as in 45 C.F.R. 160.103. 

"Law enforcement agency" means a government entity that employs peace officers to 

perform law enforcement duties. 

"Personal information" means any government-issued identification number, date of birth, 

address, financial information, or criminal justice information from the law enforcement automated 

data system or similar databases. 

"Sex offense" has the same meaning as in section 2907.10 of the Revised Code. 

"Firefighter," "paramedic," and "first responder" have the same meanings as m section 

4765.01 of the Revised Code. 

(B)(l) Upon request by any person and subject to division (B)(8) of this section, all public 

records responsive to the request shall be promptly prepared and made available for inspection to the 

requester at all reasonable times during regular business hours. Subject to division (B)(8) of this 

section, upon request by any person, a public office or person responsible for public records shall 

make copies of the requested public record available to the requester at cost and within a reasonable 

period of time. 

When considering whether a state or Jocal law enforcement agency promptly prepared a 

video record for inspection or provided a video record for production within a reasonable period of 

time, in addition to any other factors. a court shall consider the time required for a state or local law 

enforcement agency to retrieve, download, review, redact, seek legal advice regarding. and produce 

the video record . Notwithstanding any other requirement set fo rth in Chapter 149. of the Revised 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 315 135th G.A. 
72 

Code. a state or local law enforcement agency may _charge a requester the actual cost associated with 

preparing a video record for inspection or production, not to exceed seventy-five dollars per hour of 

video produced. nor seven hundred fifty dollars total. As used in this division, "actual cost." with 

respect to video records only. means all costs incurred by the state or local law enforcement agency 

in reviewing, blurring or otherwise obscuring, redacting, uploading, or producing the video records. 

including but not limited to the storage medium on which the record is produced. staff time, and any 

other relevant overhead necessary to comply with the request. A state or local law enforcement 

agency may include in its public records policy the requirement that a requester pay the estimated 

actual cost before beginning the process of preparing a video record for inspection or production. 

Where a state or local law enforcement agency imposes such a requiremenL its obligation to produce 

a video or make it available for inspection begins once the estimated actual cost is paid in full by the 

requester. A state or local law enforcement agency shall provide the requester with the estimated 

actual cost within five business days of receipt of the public records reque t. If the actual cost_ 

exceeds the estimated actual cost, a state or local law enforcement agency may charge a requester_ 

for the difference upon fulfilling a request for video records if the requester is notified in advance_ 

that the actual cost may be up to twenty per cent higher than the estimated actual cost. A state or 

local law enforcement agency shall not charge a requester a difference that exceeds twenty per cent. 

of the estimated actual cost. 

If a public record contains information that is exempt from the duty to permit public 

inspection or to copy the public record, the public office or the person responsible for the public 

record shall make available all of the information within the public record that is not exempt. When 

making that public record available for public inspection or copying that public record, the public 

office or the person responsible for the public record shall notify the requester of any redaction or 

make the redaction plainly visible. A redaction shall be deemed a denial of a request to inspect or 

copy the redacted information, except if federal or state law authorizes or requires a public office to 

make the redaction. When the auditor of state receives a request to inspect or to make a copy of a 

record that was provided to the auditor of state for purposes of an audit, but the original public office 

has asserted to the auditor of state that the record is not a public record, the auditor of state may 

handle the requests by directing the requestor to the original public office that provided the record to 

the auditor of state. 

(2) To facilitate broader access to public records, a public office or the person responsible 

for public records shall organize and maintain public records in a manner that they can be made 

available for inspection or copying in accordance with division (B) of this section. A public office 

also shall have available a copy of its current records retention schedule at a location readily 

available to the public. If a requester makes an ambiguous or overly broad request or has difficulty 

in making a request for copies or inspection of public records under this section such that the public 

office or the person responsible for the requested public record cannot reasonably identify what 

public records are being requested, the public office or the person responsible for the requested 
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public record may deny the request but shall provide the requester with an opportunity to revise the 

request by informing the requester of the manner in which records are maintained by the public 

office and accessed in the ordinary course of the public office's or person's duties. 

(3) If a request is ultimately denied, in part or in whole, the public office or the person 

responsible for the requested public record shall provide the requester with an explanation, including 

legal authority, setting forth why the request was denied. If the initial request was provided in 

writing, the explanation also shall be provided to the requester in writing. The explanation shall not 

preclude the public office or the person responsible for the requested public record from relying 

upon additional reasons or legal authority in defending an action commenced under division (C) of 

this section. 

(4) Unless specifically required or authorized by state or federal law or in accordance with 

division (B) of this section, no public office or person responsible for public records may limit or 

condition the availability of public records by requiring disclosure of the requester's identity or the 

intended use of the requested public record. Any requirement that the requester disclose the 

requester's identity or the intended use of the requested public record constitutes a denial of the 

request. 
(5) A public office or person responsible for public records may ask a requester to make the 

request in writing, may ask for the requester's identity, and may inquire about the intended use of the 

information requested, but may do so only after disclosing to the requester that a written request is 

not mandatory, that the requester may decline to reveal the requester's identity or the intended use, 

and when a written request or disclosure of the identity or intended use would benefit the requester 

by enhancing the ability of the public office or person responsible for public records to identify, 

locate, or deliver the public records sought by the requester. 

(6) If any person requests a copy of a public record in accordance with division (B) of this 

section, the public office or person responsible for the public record may require the requester to pay 

in advance the cost involved in providing the copy of the public record in accordance with the 

choice made by the requester under this division. The public office or the person responsible for the 

public record shall permit the requester to choose to have the public record duplicated upon paper, 

upon the same medium upon which the public office or person responsible for the public record 

keeps it, or upon any other medium upon which the public office or person responsible for the public 

record determines that it reasonably can be duplicated as an integral part of the normal operations of 

the public office or person responsible for the public record. When the requester makes a choice 

under this division, the public office or person responsible for the public record shall provide a copy 

of it in accordance with the choice made by the requester. Nothing in this section requires a public 

office or person responsible for the public record to allow the requester of a copy of the public 

record to make the copies of the public record. 

(7)(a) Upon a request made in accordance with division (B) of this section and subject to 
division (B)(6) of this section, a public office or person responsible for public records shall transmit 
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a copy of a public record to any person by United States mail or by any other means of delivery or 

transmission within a reasonable period of time after receiving the request for the copy. The public 

office or person responsible for the public record may require the person making the request to pay 

in advance the cost of postage if the copy is transmitted by United States mail or the cost of delivery 

if the copy is transmitted other than by United States mail, and to pay in advance the costs incurred 

for other supplies used in the mailing, delivery, or transmission. 

(b) Any public office may adopt a policy and procedures that it will follow in transmitting, 

within a reasonable period of time after receiving a request, copies of public records by United 

States mail or by any other means of delivery or transmission pursuant to division (B)(7) of this 

section. A public office that adopts a policy and procedures under division (B)(7) of this section 

shall comply with them in performing its duties under that division. 

(c) In any policy and procedures adopted under division (B)(7) of this section: 

(i) A public office may limit the number of records requested by a person that the office will 

physically deliver by United States mail or by another delivery service to ten per month, unless the 

person certifies to the office in writing that the person does not intend to use or forward the 

requested records, or the information contained in them, for commercial purposes; 

(ii) A public office that chooses to provide some or all of its public records on a web site that 

is fully accessible to and searchable by members of the public at all times, other than during acts of 

God outside the public office's control or maintenance, and that charges no fee to search, access, 

download, or otherwise receive records provided on the web site, may limit to ten per month the 

number of records requested by a person that the office will deliver in a digital format, unless the 

requested records are not provided on the web site and unless the person certifies to the office in 

writing that the person does not intend to use or forward the requested records, or the information 

contained in them, for commercial purposes. 

(iii) For purposes of division (B)(7) of this section, "commercial" shall be narrowly 

construed and does not include reporting or gathering news, reporting or gathering information to 

assist citizen oversight or understanding of the operation or activities of government, or nonprofit 

educational research. 
(8) A public office or person responsible for public records is not required to permit a person 

who is incarcerated pursuant to a criminal conviction or a juvenile adjudication to inspect or to 

obtain a copy of any public record concerning a criminal investigation or prosecution or concerning 

what would be a criminal investigation or prosecution if the subject of the investigation or 

prosecution were an adult, unless the request to inspect or to obtain a copy of the record is for the 

purpose of acquiring information that is subject to release as a public record under this section and 

the judge who imposed the sentence or made the adjudication with respect to the person, or the 

judge's successor in office, finds that the information sought in the public record is necessary to 

support what appears to be a justiciable claim of the person. 
(9)(a) Upon written request made and signed by a journalist, a public office, or person 
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responsible for public records, having custody of the records of the agency employing a specified 

designated public service worker shall disclose to the journalist the address of the actual personal 

residence of the designated public service worker and, if the designated public service worker's 

spouse, former spouse, or child is employed by a public office, the name and address of the 

employer of the designated public service worker's spouse, former spouse, or child. The request shall 

include the journalist's name and title and the name and address of the journalist's employer and 

shall state that disclosure of the information sought would be in the public interest. 

(b) Division (B)(9)(a) of this section also applies to journalist requests for: 

(i) Customer information maintained by a municipally owned or operated public utility, 

other than social security numbers and any private financial information such as credit reports, 

payment methods, credit card numbers, and bank account information; 

(ii) Information about minors involved in a school vehicle accident as provided in division 

(A)(l)(gg) of this section, other than personal information as defined in section 149.45 of the 

Revised Code. 
(c) As used in division (B)(9) of this section, "journalist" means a person engaged in, 

connected with, or employed by any news medium, including a newspaper, magazine, press 

association, news agency, or wire service, a radio or television station, or a similar medium, for the 
purpose of gathering, processing, transmitting, compiling, editing, or disseminating information for 

the general public. 

(10) Upon a request made by a victim, victim's attorney, or victim's representative, as that 

term is used in section 2930.02 of the Revised Code, a public office or person responsible for public 

records shall transmit a copy of a depiction of the victim as described in division (A)(l)(ii) of this 

section to the victim, victim's attorney, or victim's representative. 
(C)(l) If a person allegedly is aggrieved by the failure of a public office or the person 

responsible for public records to promptly prepare a public record and to make it available to the 

person for inspection in accordance with division (B) of this section or by any other failure of a 

public office or the person responsible for public records to comply with an obligation in accordance 

with division (B) of this section, the person allegedly aggrieved may do only one of the following, 

and not both: 
(a) File a complaint with the clerk of the court of claims or the clerk of the court of common 

pleas under section 2743.75 of the Revised Code; 

(b) Commence a mandamus action to obtain a judgment that orders the public office or the 

person responsible for the public record to comply with division (B) of this section, that awards 

court costs and reasonable attorney's fees to the person that instituted the mandamus action, and, if 

applicable, that includes an order fixing statutory damages under division (C)(2) of this section. The 

mandamus action may be commenced in the court of common pleas of the county in which division 

(B) of this section allegedly was not complied with, in the supreme court pursuant to its original 

jurisdiction under Section 2 of Article IV, Ohio Constitution, or in the court of appeals for the 
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appellate district in which division (B) of this section allegedly was not complied with pursuant to its 

original jurisdiction under Section 3 of Article IV, Ohio Constitution. 

(2) If a requester transmits a written request by hand delivery, electronic submission, or 

certified mail to inspect or receive copies of any public record in a manner that fairly describes the 

public record or class of public records to the public office or person responsible for the requested 

public records, except as otherwise provided in this section, the requester shall be entitled to recover 

the amount of statutory damages set forth in this division if a court determines that the public office 

or the person responsible for public records failed to comply with an obligation in accordance with 

division (B) of this section. 

The amount of statutory damages shall be fixed at one hundred dollars for each business day 

during which the public office or person responsible for the requested public records failed to 

comply with an obligation in accordance with division (B) of this section, beginning with the day on 

which the requester files a mandamus action to recover statutory damages, up to a maximum of one 

thousand dollars. The award of statutory damages shall not be construed as a penalty, but as 

compensation for injury arising from lost use of the requested information. The existence of this 

injury shall be conclusively presumed. The award of statutory damages shall be in addition to all 

other remedies authorized by this section. 
The court may reduce an award of statutory damages or not award statutory damages if the 

court determines both of the following: 
(a) That, based on the ordinary application of statutory law and case law as it existed at the 

time of the conduct or threatened conduct of the public office or person responsible for the requested 

public records that allegedly constitutes a failure to comply with an obligation in accordance with 

division (B) of this section and that was the basis of the mandamus action, a well-informed public 

office or person responsible for the requested public records reasonably would believe that the 

conduct or threatened conduct of the public office or person responsible for the requested public 

records did not constitute a failure to comply with an obligation in accordance with division (B) of 

this section; 

(b) That a well-informed public office or person responsible for the requested public records 

reasonably would believe that the conduct or threatened conduct of the public office or person 

responsible for the requested public records would serve the public policy that underlies the 

authority that is asserted as permitting that conduct or threatened conduct. 

(3) In a mandamus action filed under division (C)(l) of this section, the following apply: 

(a)(i) If the court orders the public office or the person responsible for the public record to 

comply with division (B) of this section, the court shall determine and award to the relator all court 

costs, which shall be construed as remedial and not punitive. 

(ii) If the court makes a determination described in division (C)(3)(b )(iii) of this section, the 

court shall determine and award to the relator all comt costs, which shall be construed as remedial 

and not punitive. 
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(b) If the court renders a judgment that orders the public office or the person responsible for 

the public record to comply with division (B) of this section or if the court determines any of the 

following, the court may award reasonable attorney's fees to the relator, subject to division (C)(4) of 

this section: 

(i) The public office or the person responsible for the public records failed to respond 

affirmatively or negatively to the public records request in accordance with the time allowed under 

division (B) of this section. 

(ii) The public office or the person responsible for the public records promised to permit the 

relator to inspect or receive copies of the public records requested within a specified period of time 

but failed to fulfill that promise within that specified period of time. 

(iii) The public office or the person responsible for the public records acted in bad faith 

when the office or person voluntarily made the public records available to the relator for the first 

time after the relator commenced the mandamus action, but before the court issued any order 

concluding whether or not the public office or person was required to comply with division (B) of 

this section. No discovery may be conducted on the issue of the alleged bad faith of the public office 

or person responsible for the public records. This division shall not be construed as creating a 

presumption that the public office or the person responsible for the public records acted in bad faith 

when the office or person voluntarily made the public records available to the relator for the first 

time after the relator commenced the mandamus action, but before the court issued any order 

described in this division. 

(c) The court shall not award attorney's fees to the rela tor if the court determines both of the 

following: 

(i) That, based on the ordinary application of statutory law and case law as it existed at the 

time of the conduct or threatened conduct of the public office or person responsible for the requested 

public records that allegedly constitutes a failure to comply with an obligation in accordance with 

division (B) of this section and that was the basis of the mandamus action, a well-informed public 

office or person responsible for the requested public records reasonably would believe that the 

conduct or threatened conduct of the public office or person responsible for the requested public 

records did not constitute a failure to comply with an obligation in accordance with division (B) of 
this section; 

(ii) That a well-informed public office or person responsible for the requested public records 

reasonably would believe that the conduct or threatened conduct of the public office or person 

responsible for the requested public records would serve the public policy that underlies the 

authority that is asserted as permitting that conduct or threatened conduct. 

(4) All of the following apply to any award of reasonable attorney's fees awarded under 
division (C)(3)(b) of this section: 

(a) The fees shall be construed as remedial and not punitive. 

(b) The fees awarded shall not exceed the total of the reasonable attorney's fees incurred 
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before the public record was made available to the relator and the fees described in division (C)(4) 

(c) of this section. 

(c) Reasonable attorney's fees shall include reasonable fees incurred to produce proof of the 

reasonableness and amount of the fees and to otherwise litigate entitlement to the fees. 

(d) The court may reduce the amount of fees awarded if the court determines that, given the 

factual circumstances involved with the specific public records request, an alternative means should 

have been pursued to more effectively and efficiently resolve the dispute that was subject to the 

mandamus action filed under division (C)(l) of this section. 

(5) If the court does not issue a writ of mandamus under division (C) of this section and the 

court determines at that time that the bringing of the mandamus action was frivolous conduct as 

defined in division (A) of section 2323.51 of the Revised Code, the court may award to the public 

office all court costs, expenses, and reasonable attorney's fees, as determined by the court. 

(D) Chapter 1347. of the Revised Code does not limit the provisions of this section. 

(E)(l) To ensure that all employees of public offices are appropriately educated about a 

public office's obligations under division (B) of this section, all elected officials or their appropriate 

designees shall attend training approved by the attorney general as provided in section 109.43 of the 

Revised Code. A future official may satisfy the requirements of this division by attending the 

training before taking office, provided that the future official may not send a designee in the future 

official's place. 

(2) All public offices shall adopt a public records policy in compliance with this section for 

responding to public records requests. In adopting a public records policy under this division, a 

public office may obtain guidance from the model public records policy developed and provided to 

the public office by the attorney general under section 109.43 of the Revised Code. Except as 

otherwise provided in this section, the policy may not limit the number of public records that the 

public office will make available to a single person, may not limit the number of public records that 

it will make available during a fixed period of time, and may not establish a fixed period of time 

before it will respond to a request for inspection or copying of public records, unless that period is 

less than eight hours. 

The public office shall distribute the public records policy adopted by the public office under 

this division to the employee of the public office who is the records custodian or records manager or 

otherwise has custody of the records of that office. The public office shall require that employee to 

acknowledge receipt of the copy of the public records policy. The public office shall create a poster 

that describes its public records policy and shall post the poster in a conspicuous place in the public 

office and in all locations where the public office has branch offices. The public office may post its 

public records policy on the internet web site of the public office if the public office maintains an 

internet web site. A public office that has established a manual or handbook of its general policies 

and procedures for all employees of the public office shall include the public records policy of the 
public office in the manual or handbook. 
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(F)(l) The bureau of motor vehicles may adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised 

Code to reasonably limit the number of bulk commercial special extraction requests made by a 

person for the same records or for updated records during a calendar year. The rules may include 

provisions for charges to be made for bulk commercial special extraction requests for the actual cost 

of the bureau, plus special extraction costs, plus ten per cent. The bureau may charge for expenses 

for redacting information, the release of which is prohibited by law. 

(2) As used in division (F)(l) of this section: 

(a) "Actual cost" means the cost of depleted supplies, records storage media costs, actual 

mailing and alternative delivery costs, or other transmitting costs, and any direct equipment 

operating and maintenance costs, including actual costs paid to private contractors for copying 

services. 

(b) "Bulk commercial special extraction request" means a request for copies of a record for 

information in a format other than the format already available, or information that cannot be 

extracted without examination of all items in a records series, class of records, or database by a 

person who intends to use or forward the copies for surveys, marketing, solicitation, or resale for 

commercial purposes. "Bulk commercial special extraction request" does not include a request by a 

person who gives assurance to the bureau that the person making the request does not intend to use 

or forward the requested copies for surveys, marketing, solicitation, or resale for commercial 

purposes. 

(c) "Commercial" means profit-seeking production, buying, or selling of any good, service, 

or other product. 

(d) "Special extraction costs" means the cost of the time spent by the lowest paid employee 

competent to perform the task, the actual amount paid to outside private contractors employed by the 

bureau, or the actual cost incurred to create computer programs to make the special extraction. 

"Special extraction costs" include any charges paid to a public agency for computer or records 

services. 

(3) For purposes of divisions (F)(l) and (2) of this section, "surveys, marketing, solicitation, 

or resale for commercial purposes" shall be narrowly construed and does not include reporting or 

gathering news, reporting or gathering information to assist citizen oversight or understanding of the 
operation or activities of government, or nonprofit educational research. 

(G) A request by a defendant, counsel of a defendant, or any agent of a defendant in a 

criminal action that public records related to that action be made available under this section shall be 

considered a demand for discovery pursuant to the Criminal Rules, except to the extent that the 

Criminal Rules plainly indicate a contrary intent. The defendant, counsel of the defendant, or agent 

of the defendant making a request under this division shall serve a copy of the request on the 

prosecuting attorney, director of law, or other chief legal officer responsible for prosecuting the 

action. 

(H)(l) Any portion of a body-worn camera or dashboard camera recording described in 
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divisions (A)(l 7)(b) to (h) of this section may be released by consent of the subject of the recording 

or a representative of that person, as specified in those divisions, only if either of the following 

applies: 

(a) The recording will not be used in connection with any probable or pending criminal 

proceedings; 

(b) The recording has been used in connection with a criminal proceeding that was dismissed 

or for which a judgment has been entered pursuant to Rule 32 of the Rules of Criminal Procedure, 

and will not be used again in connection with any probable or pending criminal proceedings. 

(2) If a public office denies a request to release a restricted portion of a body-worn camera or 

dashboard camera recording, as defined in division (A)(l 7) of this section, any person may file a 

mandamus action pursuant to this section or a complaint with the clerk of the court of claims 

pursuant to section 2743. 75 of the Revised Code, requesting the court to order the release of all or 

portions of the recording. If the court considering the request determines that the filing articulates by 

clear and convincing evidence that the public interest in the recording substantially outweighs 

privacy interests and other interests asserted to deny release, the court shall order the public office to 

release the recording. 

Sec. 305.021. (A) When there is a vacancy in the county engineer's office as a result of death 

or resignation and the vacancy cannot be filled by election or appointment as provided in section 

305.02 of the Revised Code, or if no one runs for the office of county engineer and, for that reason. 

the office is vacant. the board of county commissioners may contract with another county's county 

engineer to exercise the powers and perform the acts, duties, or functions of the county engineer. 

Notwithstanding any contrary provision of the Revised Code or the common law, the same person 

may serve as the county engineer of more than one county, including adjacent counties, under this 

section. 

(B) A county engineer with whom the board contracts shalJ receive supplemental 

compensation for services rendered under the contract in an amount equal to the compensation 

specified in sections 325.l4 and 325.18 of the Revised Code for the population range of the county 

in which the engineer is contracted to perform services, prorated for the duration of the contract. Tbe 

supplemental compensation shall have no effect on the compensation a county engineer receives for 

serving as county engineer in the county in which the engineer holds office. The duration of the 

contract shall not extend beyond the last day of the term for which there was a vacancy. 

Sec. 315 .251. tAJ-If a deed conveying title to real property is presented to the county auditor 

for transfer, and the deed contains a legal description for land that is a cut-up or split of the grantor's 

one or more existing parcels of land as shown in the county auditor's records, or if the legal 

description of the land conveyed in the deed is different from the legal description shown in the prior 

deed to the grantor, a boundary survey plat in conformity with the new description shall be 

submitted with the deed. The survey plat and description shall satisfy the minimum standards for 

boundary surveys promulgated by the board of registration for professional engineers and surveyors 
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pursuant to Chapter 4733. of the Revised Code. If, in the opinion of the county engineer, the survey 

plat and description satisfy those standards, the county auditor shall accept the deed for transfer and 

a copy of the survey plat shall be filed in the county engineer's survey file for public inspection. 

This section applies only if the requirements of this section are included in the standards 

governing conveyances of real property in the county adopted under section 319 .203 of the Revised 

Code. 

(B) BeginHing on the effective date of th:is amenclment, in the counties where the county 
engiaeer elects to engage in the pfr,ate preetiee of engineering or surveyiAg uncler division (B) of 
section 325.14 of the Revised Code the county auclitor of that county shall desigAate anothef 
engineer WAO is rcgisterecl under Chapter 4733. of the Re,·ised Code ftlld 'Nho is employed in the 
same ooutlty eAginem·'s office to perform the duty of the county engi:fleer Utlder division (A) of this 
section or to eii:ereisc m perform any 1n1thority or duty of the county Ctlgineer uAder section 319.203 

of the Revised Code if the county engineer Feasonably believes that the performance of that duty or 
exercise of tllat authority by the eouAty engineer w•ould eoHstitutc a •violation of Chapter 102. of the 
Revised Code or any other similar civil or crimiAnl statute. Pursuant to this authorizatiofl, the 
designee eAgineer shaJI act in the place of the eouf!t)' eAgineer. jl>foither the county engineer nof the 
designce engineer shall discuss any matter reasonably related t:o this authorization . . ,'\ny aet ia 
compliance with this section is not a violation of Chapter 102. of the Re·,·ised Code or any other 
similar statute. 

Divisiofl (B) of this seetioa applies only to a county engineer holding office on the effective 
date of this amendment duriAg such time as the person continues to serve that term or an 
immedi1:1tel)1 consecutive term of office as a eout1ty engineer. 

Sec. 319.203. Subject to division (B) of seetion 315.251 of the Re·•,rised Code, the The 

county auditor and the county engineer of each county, by written agreement, shall adopt standards 

governing conveyances of real property in the county. These standards may include the requirements 

specified in section 315.251 of the Revised Code. The county auditor and county engineer may 

modify those standards from time to time as they consider necessary or desirable. The standards 

shall be adopted or modified only after the county auditor and county engineer have held two public 

hearings, not less than ten days apart, concerning adoption or modification of the standards. The 

standards shall be available for public inspection during normal business hours at the offices of the 

county auditor and county engineer. 
Before the county auditor transfers any conveyance of real property presented to the auditor 

under section 319 .20 or 315 .251 of the Revised Code, the county auditor shall review the 

conveyance to determine whether it complies with the standards adopted under this section. The 

county auditor shall not transfer any conveyance that does not comply with those standards. 

Sec. 319.28. (A) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, on or before 

the first Monday of August, annually, the county auditor shall compile and make up a general tax list 
of real and public utility property in the county, either in tabular form and alphabetical order, or, 
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with the consent of the county treasurer, by listing all parcels in a permanent parcel number 

sequence to which a separate alphabetical index is keyed, containing the names of the several 

persons, companies, firms, partnerships, associations, and corporations in whose names real property 

has been listed in each township, municipal corporation, special district, or separate school district, 

or part of either in the auditor's county, placing separately, in appropriate columns opposite each 

name, the description of each tract, lot, or parcel of real estate, the value of each tract, lot, or parcel, 

the value of the improvements thereon, and of the names of the several public utilities whose 

property, subject to taxation on the general tax list and duplicate, has been apportioned by the 

department of taxation to the county, and the amount so apportioned to each township, municipal 

corporation, special district, or separate school district or part of either in the auditor's county, as 

shown by the certificates of apportionment of public utility property. If the name of the owner of any 

tract, lot, or parcel of real estate is unknown to the auditor, "unknown" shall be entered in the 

column of names opposite said tract, lot, or parcel. Such lists shall be prepared in duplicate. On or 

before the first Monday of September in each year, the auditor shall correct such lists in accordance 

with the additions and deductions ordered by the tax commissioner and by the county board of 

revision, and shall certify and on the first day of October deliver one copy thereof to the county 

treasurer. The copies prepared by the auditor shall constitute the auditor's general tax list and 

treasurer's general duplicate of real and public utility property for the current year. 

Once a permanent parcel numbering system has been established in any county as provided 

by the preceding paragraph, such system shall remain in effect until otherwise agreed upon by the 

county auditor and county treasurer. 

(B)(l) An tndh·idua.l or tl<te spouse of that individual ""'hose residential and familial 
information is not a public record A designated public service worker under divisions (A)(l)(p) fffid 

division (A)(7) of section 149.43 of the Revised Code, or the designated public service worker's 

spouse, may submit an affidavit to the county auditor requesting the county auditor to remove the 

name of the individual filing the affidavit from any record made available to the general public on 

the internet or a publicly accessible database, and from the general tax list and duplicate of real and 

public utility property, and to instead insert the individual's initials on any such record, and on the 

general tax list and duplicate of real and public utility property as the name of the individual that 

appears on the deed. 

(2) Upon receiving an affidavit described in division (B)(l) of this section, the county 

auditor shall act within five business days in accordance with the request to remove the individual's 

name from any record made available to the general public on the internet or a publicly accessible 

database, and from the general tax list and duplicate of real and public utility property and insert the 

individual's initials on any such record and on the general tax list and duplicate of real and public 

utility property, if practicable. If the removal and insertion is not practicable, the county auditor shall 

verbally or in writing within five business days after receiving the affidavit explain to the individual 

why the removal and insertion is impracticable. 
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(C) The county auditor shall keep confidential information that is subject to a real property 

confidentiality notice under section 111.431 of the Revised Code, in accordance with that section. 

Sec. 323.78. (A) Notwithstanding anything in Chapters 323., 5721., and 5723. of the Revised 

Code, a county treasurer may elect to invoke the alternative redemption period in any petition for 

foreclosure of abandoned lands under section 323.25, sections 323.65 to 323.79, or section 5721.18 

of the Revised Code. 

(B) If a county treasurer invokes the alternative redemption period pursuant to this section, 

and if a municipal corporation, township, county, school district, community development 

organization, or county land reutilization corporation has requested title to the parcel, then upon 

adjudication of foreclosure of the parcel, the comt or board of revision shall order, in the decree of 

foreclosure or by separate order, that the equity of redemption and any statutory or common law 

right of redemption in the parcel by its owner shall be forever terminated after the expiration of the 

alternative redemption period and that the parcel shall be transferred by deed directly to the 

requesting municipal corporation, township, county, school district, community development 

~organization, or county land reutilization corporation without appraisal and without a 

sale, free and clear of all impositions and any other liens on the property, which shall be deemed 

forever satisfied and discharged. The court or board of revision shall order such a transfer regardless 

of whether the value of the taxes, assessments, penalties, interest, and other charges due on the 

parcel, and the costs of the action, exceed the fair market value of the parcel. No further act of 

confirmation or other order shall be required for such a transfer, or for the extinguishment of any 

statutory or common law right of redemption. 

(C) If a county treasurer invokes the alternative redemption period pursuant to this section 

and if no community development organization, county land reutilization corporation, municipal 

corporation, county, township, or school district has requested title to the parcel, then upon 

adjudication of foreclosure of the parcel, the court or board of revision shall order the property sold 

as otherwise provided in Chapters 323. and 5721. of the Revised Code, and, failing any bid at any 

such sale, the parcel shall be forfeited to the state and otherwise disposed of pursuant to Chapter 

5723. of the Revised Code. 

(D)( I) A municipal corporation, township, county. school district. community development 

organization, or county land reutilization c01:poration to which prope1ty is transferred pursuant to 

division (B) of this section shall cause the prope11y to be sold through either of the following means: 

(a) At a public auction conducted by the sheriff of the county in which the property is 

located or a designee of the sheriff in the manner provided by law for the sale of real property on 

execution. The auction shall be advertised in the same manner requir d in division (A) of section 

323.73 of the Revised Code. 

(b) By the solicitation of sealed bid . The political subdivision, community development_ 

organization, or county land reutilization corporation shall adve1tise the sale in a newspaper of 

general circuJation that meets the requirements of section 7.12 of the Revised Code in the county in 
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which the property is located, prescribe the fmm of bids, and accept bids over a period of at least 

three weeks. 

(2) Upon a sale of property pursuant to division (D)(l) of this section, the municipal 

corporation, township, county, school district, community development organization, or county land 

reutilization corporation that sold the _property shall calculate the sum of the taxes, assessments, 

penalties, interest, and other charges due on the property at the time the property was transferred_ 

under division (B) of this section: the costs of the foreclosure action that resulted in the property's_ 

transfer under that division; and any costs incurred by the political subdivi ion, community 

development organization, or county land reutilization corporation in connection with the property. 

If the sale price exceeds that um, the excess proceeds shall be delivered to the county treasurer of 

the county in which the property is located not later than forty-five days after its sale. Thereafter. the 

excess proceeds hall be treated in the same manner as surplus funds under ection 5721.20 of the_ 

Revised Code. 

The political subdivision, community development organization, or county land reutilization 

corporation shall maintain a record of the amounts calculated under this division, and the property's 

sale price, for three years after its sale date. The record is a publ ic record subject to section 149.43 of 

the Revised Code. 

Sec. 325.14. (A) Each county engineer shall be classified, for salary purposes, according to 

the population of the county. All county engineers shall receive annual compensation in accordance 

with the following schedules schedule and in accordance with section 325.18 of the Revised Code: 

CLASSJFIC/ffJON A~D COMPENSATION SCHEDULE 

FOR CALEt"tD:I\R YEA..??, 2018 FOR 

COUNTY Ell-ml}mERS WITH A PRlVATE PRACTICE 

1 2 3 

A ~ Population Range Compensation 

B + 1 55,000 $67,746 

C 2 55 001 95 000 73,059 

D ; 95 001 200,000 78,594 

E 4 200 001 400 0(){) 83,022 
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F 400,00 I !,000,000 88,556 

G l,000,001 or more 92,009 

CLASSIFICATION AND COMPENSATIOJ:-J SCHEDULE 

FOR CALB-IDAR YEAR 2018 FOR 

COUNTY ENGINEER~ WITHOUT A PRlVATE PRACTICE 

1 2 3 

A Gtttss Populatiofl Range CompensatioA 

B -l- 1 55,000 $94,103 

C 2- 55,001 95,000 99,417 

D ~ %-,001 200,000 104,950 

E 4 ~ 109,378 

F :S 400,001 1,000 000 114,914 

G 6 1,000,001 or more 118,361 

CLASSIFICATION AND COMPENSATION SCHEDULE 

FOR CALE}~DAR YEAR 2019 FOR COUNTY EN'GINEERS 

WITH A PRJVATE PRACT[GE 

1 2 3 

A Gtttss Population Range Gompe1½sa.tion 
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B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

1 55,000 $71,133 

55,00 I 95,000 76,712 

95 ,001 200,000 82,524 

200,001 400,000 87,173 

400,001 1,000 000 92,984 

I 000 001 Of' more 96,609 

CLA88WJC1\TJON Mm COMPB-JSATION SCHEDULE 

FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2019 FOR COUNTY Bl'JGl}ffiER8 

WITHOUTA PRIVATE PRACTICE 

1 2 3 

Glass Population Rattge CompeAsation 

+ 1 55,000 $98 808 

2 55,001 95,000 104,388 

; 95,001 200-:000 110,198 

4 200,001 400,000 114,847 

~ 400 001 1,000,000 120,660 

6 1,000 00 l or more 124,279 

CLASSlFlGi\.TION /\}JD CO:MPENSATION SCHEDULE 

_FOR GALENDA..'I).:: YEAR 2020 FOR GOillHY ENGINEERS 

wrTH A PRIVATE PRACTICE 
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1 2 3 

A 8ftss Population Range Compensat:iett 

B + 1 55,000 

C 2 55 001 95 000 80,548 

D :3- 95 ,001 200,000 86,650 

E 4 200,001 400,000 91,532 

F ~ 400,001 1,000 000 97,633 

G 6 1,000,001 or FAorc 101,440 

CLASSIFICATION AND COMPENSATION SCHEDULE 

FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2020 FOR COUNTY ENGINEERS 

WETHOUT A PR1'1ATE PRACTECE 

1 2 3 

A Class Population Range Compensation 

B 1 1 - 55,000 

C 2 55,001 - 95,000 109,607 

D 3 95,001 - 200,000 115,707 

E 4 200,001 - 400,000 120,589 

F 5 400,001 - 1,000,000 126,693 

G 6 1,000,001 or more 130,493 

$74,690 

$103,749 

Such salary may be paid monthly out of the general county fund or out of the county's share 
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of the fund derived from the receipts from motor vehicle licenses, as distributed by section 4501.04 

of the Revised Code, and the county's share of the fund derived from the motor vehicle fuel tax, as 

distributed by section 5735.27 of the Revised Code, as the board of county commissioners directs, 

upon the warrant of the county auditor and shall be in lieu of all fees, costs, per diem or other 

allowances, and other perquisites, of whatever kind, which any engineer collects and receives. The 

engineer shall be the county tax map draftperson, but shall receive no additional compensation for 

performing the duties of that position. When the engineer performs service in connection with 

ditches or drainage works, the engineer shall charge and collect the per diem allowances or other 

fees provided by law and shall pay all of those allowances and fees, monthly, into the county 

treasury to the credit of the general county fund. The engineer shall pay into the county treasury all 

allowances and fees collected when the engineer performs services under sections 315 .28 to 315 .34 

of the Revised Code. 

(B) A county engineer may elect to engage or not to engage in the private practice of 

engineering or surveying before the eommeneemeat of eaeh: new tet'm of office and a county 

et1gineer ·who elects A0t to eAgage iA the pri-.,ate prnetiee of engineering or sur¥eying may, for a 

period of si>t months after taking office, eAgage iA the private practice of engineering or sur·1eying 

for the purpose of eoneludjt1g the affairs of private practice w=ithout ,my diffiinutioA: of salaFJ as 

pro:vided iA division (A) of ~his section and in section 325.18 of the Revised Code. A county 

engineer. incluaing an acting county engineer described in section 305.021 of the Revised Code, 

shall not perform any private engineering or surveying work that would go before the office of the 

county eng-ineer of any county in which the person serves as the county engineer or acting county 

engineer. 

Sec. 349.01. As used in this chapter: 

(A) "New community" means a community or development of property in relation to an 

existing community planned so that the resulting community includes facilities for the conduct of 

industrial, commercial, residential, cultural, educational, and recreational activities, and designed in 

accordance with planning concepts for the placement of utility, open space, and other supportive 

facilities. 

(B) "New community development program" means a program for the development of a new 

community characterized by well-balanced and diversified land use patterns and which includes land 

acquisition and land development, the acquisition, construction, operation, and maintenance of 

community facilities, and the provision of services authorized in this chapter. 

A new community development program may take into account any existing community in 

relation to which a new community is developed for purposes of being characterized by well­

balanced and diversified land use patterns. 

(C) "New community district" means the area of land described by the developer in the 

petition as set forth in division (A) of section 349.03 of the Revised Code for development as a new 

community and any lands added to the district by amendment of the resolution establishing the 
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community authority. 

(D) "New community authority" means a body corporate and politic in this state, established 

pursuant to section 349 .03 of the Revised Code and governed by a board of trustees as provided in 

section 349.04 of the Revised Code. 

(E) "Developer" means any person, organized for carrying out a new community 

development program who owns or controls, through leases of at least seventy-five years' duration, 

options, or contracts to purchase, the land within a new community district, or any municipal 

corporation, township, county, or port authority that owns the land within a new community district, 

or has the ability to acquire such land, either by voluntary acquisition or condemnation in order to 

eliminate slum, blighted, and deteriorated or deteriorating areas and to prevent the recurrence 

thereof. "Developer" may also mean a person, municipal corporation, township, county, or port 

authority that controls land within a new community district through leases of at least seventy-five 

years' duration. "Developer" includes a lessor that continues to own and control land for purposes of 

this chapter pursuant to leases with a ninety-nine-year renewable term, so long as all of the 

following apply: 

(1) The developer's new community district consists of at least five leases described in this 

section. 

(2) The leases are subject to forfeiture for all of the following: 

(a) Failing to pay taxes and assessments; 

(b) Failing to pay an annual fee of up to one per cent of rent for sanitary purposes and 

improvements made to streets; 

(c) Failing to keep the premises as required by sanitary and police regulations of the 

developer. 

(3) The new community authority is established on or before December 31, 2024. 

(F) "Organizational board of commissioners" means any of the following: 

(1) For a new community district that is located in only one county, the board of county 

commissioners of that county; 

(2) For a new community district that is located in more than one county, a board consisting 

of the members of the board of county commissioners of each of the counties in which the district is 

located, provided that action of the board shall require a majority vote of the members of each 

separate board of county commissioners; 

(3) For a new community district that is located entirely within the boundaries of a municipal 

corporation or for a new community district where more than half of the new community district is 

located within the boundaries of the most populous municipal corporation of a county, the legislative 

authority of the municipal corporation; 

(4) For a new community district that is comprised entirely of unincorporated territory 

within the boundaries of a township with a population of at least five thousand, and located in a 

county with a population of at least two hundred thousand and not more than four hundred thousand, 
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the board of township trustees of the township;_ 

(5) In the event that more than one body meets the definitions set forth in divisions (F)(l) to 

(4) of this section. "organizational board of commissioners" means the organizational board of 

commissioners with which the original petition was filed or another body meeting the definitions set 

forth in divisions (F)(l) to (4) of this section appointed in a resolution adopted by the organizational 

board of commissioners with which the original petition was filed. 

(G) "Land acquisition" means the acquisition ofreal property and interests in real property as 

part of a new community development program. 

(H) "Land development" means the process of clearing and grading land, making, installing, 

or constructing water distribution systems, sewers, sewage collection systems, steam, gas, and 

electric lines, roads, streets, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm drainage facilities, and other 

installations or work, whether within or without the new community district, and the construction of 

community facilities. 
(I) "Community facilities" means all real property, buildings, structures, or other facilities, 

including related fixtures, equipment, and furnishings, to be owned, operated, financed, constructed, 

and maintained under this chapter or in furtherance of community activities, whether within or 

without the new community district, including public, community, village, neighborhood, or town 

buildings, centers and plazas, auditoriums, child care centers, recreation halls, educational facilities, 

health care facilities including hospital facilities as defined in section 140.01 of the Revised Code, 

telecommunications facilities, including all facilities necessary to provide telecommunications 

service as defined in section 4927.01 of the Revised Code, recreational facilities, natural resource 

facilities, including parks and other open space land, lakes and streams, cultural facilities, 

community streets and off-street parking facilities, pathway and bikeway systems, pedestrian 

underpasses and overpasses, lighting facilities, design amenities, or other community facilities, and 

buildings needed in connection with water supply or sewage disposal installations, or energy 

facilities including those for renewable or sustainable energy sources, and steam, gas, or electric 

lines or installation. 

(J) "Cost" as applied to a new community development program means all costs related to 

land acquisition and land development, the acquisition, construction, maintenance, and operation of 

community facilities and offices of the community authority, and of providing furnishings and 

equipment therefor, financing charges including interest prior to and during construction and for the 

duration of the new community development program, planning expenses, engineering expenses, 

administrative expenses including working capital, and all other expenses necessary and incident to 

the carrying forward of the new community development program. 

(K) "Income source" means any and all sources of income to the community authority, 

including community development charges of which the new community authority is the beneficiary 

as provided in section 349.07 of the Revised Code, rentals, user fees and other charges received by 
the new community authority, any gift or grant received, any moneys received from any funds 
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invested by or on behalf of the new community authority, and proceeds from the sale or lease of land 

and community facilities. 

(L) "Community development charge" means: 

(1) A dollar amount which shall be determined on the basis of the assessed valuation of real 

property or interests in real property in a new community district, the income of the residents of such 

property subject to such charge under section 349.07 of the Revised Code, if such property is 

devoted to residential uses or to the profits, gross receipts, or other revenues of any business 

including, but not limited to, rentals received from leases of real property located in the district, a 

uniform or other fee on each parcel of such real property in a new community district, or any 

combination of the foregoing bases. 

(2) If a new community authority imposes a community development charge determined on 

the basis of rentals received from leases of real property, improvements of any real property located 

in the new community district and subject to that charge may not be exempted from taxation under 
section 5709.40, 5709.41, 5709.45, 5709.48, 5709.73, or 5709.78 of the Revised Code. 

(M) "Proximate community" means the following: 

(I) For a new community district other than a new community district described in division 

(M)(2), (3), or (4) of this section, any city that, as of the date of filing of the petition under section 

349.03 of the Revised Code, is the city with the greatest population located in the county in which 
the proposed new community district is located, is the city with the greatest population located in an 

adjoining county if any portion of such city is within five miles of any part of the boundaries of such 

district, or exercises extraterritorial subdivision authority under section 711.09 of the Revised Code 

with respect to any part of such district. 

(2) A municipal corporation in which, at the time of filing the petition under section 349.03 

of the Revised Code, any portion of the proposed new community district is located. 

(3) For a new community district other than a new community district described in division 

(M)(2) or ( 4) of this section, if at the time of filing the petition under section 349.03 of the Revised 

Code, more than one-half of the proposed district is contained within a joint economic development 

district created under sections 715.70 to 715.83 of the Revised Code, the township containing the 

greatest portion of the territory of the joint economic development district. 

(4) For a new community district other than a new community district described in division 

(M)(2) or (3) of this section, if at the time of filing the petition under section 343 .03 of the Revised 

Code the proposed new community district is comprised entirely of unincorporated territory within 

the boundaries of a township with a population of five thousand, and located in a county with a 

population of at least two hundred thousand and not more than four hundred thousand, the township 

in which the proposed new community district is located. 

(N) "Community activities" means cultural, educational, governmental, recreational, 

residential, industrial, commercial, distribution and research activities, or any combination thereof. 

Sec. 349.03. (A) Proceedings for the organization of a new community authority shall be 
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initiated by a petition filed by the developer in the office of the clerk of an organizational board of 

commissioners determined based on where the territory of the proposed new community district is 

located. Such petition shall be signed by the developer and may be signed by each proximate 

community. The legislative authorities of each such proximate community shall act in behalf of such 

community. Such petition shall contain: 

(1) The name of the proposed new community authority; 

(2) The address where the principal office of the authority will be located or the manner in 

which the location will be selected; 

(3) A map and a full and accurate description of the boundaries of the new community 

district together with a description of the properties within such boundaries, if any, which will not be 

included in the new community district. 

(4) A statement setting forth the zoning regulations proposed for zoning the area within the 

boundaries of the new community district for comprehensive development as a new community, and 

if the area has been zoned for such development, a certified copy of the applicable zoning 

regulations therefor; 

(5) A current plan indicating the proposed development program for the new community 

district, the land acquisition and land development activities, community facilities, services proposed 

to be undertaken by the new community authority under such program, the proposed method of 

financing such activities and services, including a description of the bases, timing, and manner of 

collecting any proposed community development charges, and the projected total residential 

population of, and employment within, the new community; 

(6) A suggested number of members, consistent with section 349.04 of the Revised Code, for 

the board of trustees; 

(7) A preliminary economic feasibility analysis, including the area development pattern and 

demand, location and proposed new community district size, present and future socio-economic 

conditions, public services provision, financial plan, and the developer's management capability; 

(8) A statement that the development will comply with all applicable environmental laws 

and regulations. 

Upon the filing of such petition, the organizational board of commissioners shall determine 

whether such petition complies with the requirements of this section as to form and substance. The 

board in subsequent proceedings may at any time permit the petition to be amended in form and 

substance to conform to the facts by correcting any errors in the description of the proposed new 

community district or in any other particular. 

Upon the determination of the organizational board of commissioners that a sufficient 

petition has been filed in accordance with this section, the board shall fix the time and place of a 
hearing on the petition for the establishment of the proposed new community authority. Such 

hearing shall be held not less than ninety-five nor more than one hundred fifteen days after the 

petition filing date, except that if the petition has been signed by all proximate communities or if the 
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organizational board of commissioners is the legislative authority of the only proximate community 

for the proposed new community district, such hearing shall be held not less than thirty nor more 

than forty-five days after the petition filing date. The clerk of the organizational board of 

commissioners shall give notice thereof by publication once each week for three consecutive weeks, 

or as provided in section 7 .16 of the Revised Code, in a newspaper of general circulation in any 

county of which a portion is within the proposed new community district. Except where the 

organizational board of commissioners is the legislative authority of the only proximate community 

for the proposed new community district, such clerk shall also give written notice of the date, time, 

and place of the hearing and furnish a ce1tified copy of the petition to the clerk of the legislative 

authority of each proximate community which has not signed such petition. Except where the 

organizational board of commissioners is the legislative authority of the only proximate community 

for the proposed new community district, in the event that the legislative authority of a proximate 

community which did not sign the petition does not approve by ordinance, resolution, or motion the 

establishment of the proposed new community authority and does not deliver such ordinance, 

resolution, or motion to the clerk of the organizational board of commissioners within ninety days 

following the date of the first publication of the notice of the public hearing, the organizational 

board of commissioners shall cancel such public hearing and terminate the proceedings for the 

establishment of the new community authority. 

Upon the hearing, if the organizational board of commissioners determines by resolution that 

the proposed new community district will be conducive to the public health, safety, convenience, 

and welfare, and is intended to result in the development of a new community, the board shall by its 

resolution, declare the new community authority to be organized and a body politic and corporate 

with the corporate name designated in the resolution, and define the boundary of the new community 

district. In addition, the resolution shall provide the method of selecting the board of trustees of the 
new community authority and fix the surety for their bonds in accordance with section 349 .04 of the 

Revised Code. 

If the organizational board of commissioners finds that the establishment of the district will 

not be conducive to the public health, safety, convenience, or welfare, or is not intended to result in 

the development of a new community, it shall reject the petition thereby terminating the proceedings 

for the establishment of the new community authority. 

(B)(l) At any time after the creation of a new community authority, the developer may file 

an application with the clerk of the organizational board of commissioners with which the original 

petition was filed, or the organizational board of commissioners appointed pursuant to division (F) 

(5) of section 349.01 of the Revised Code, setting forth a general description of territory it desires to 

add or to delete from such district, that such change will be conducive to the public health, safety, 

convenience, and welfare, and will be consistent with the development of a new community and will 

not jeopardize the plan of the new community. 

(2) If the territory to be added or deleted from a new community district meets the criteria 
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described in either division (F)(3) or (4) of section 349.01 of the Revised Code, and the original 

petition was not filed with the legislative authority of the municipal corporation or the board of 

township trustees of the township orgaMizatioflal board of eofl.'Hflissioners described in those 

divisions, the developer shall also file a copy of the application to the clerk of that mt1nieipa+­

legislative authority or township orgaflizational boa:!'d of eornmissionersfiscal officer. A mt1nicipal or 

township organizatioHal board of commissioners that recei•1es an application under di·1isioA (8)(2)­

of this seetion is the acting orgaHizational board of eommissioAers for tl~e purposes of division (B) 

(4) of this section. Otherwise, the organizational board of eonm1issionef5 ·.vith ·.vhich the original 

petitio11 'N&S filed is the acting organizational board of commissioners for the purposes of that 

di·1ision. 

(3) If the developer is not a municipal corporation, port authority, or county, all of such an 

addition to such a district shall be owned by, or under the control through leases of at least seventy­

five years' duration, options, or contracts to purchase, of the developer. 

(4) Upon the filing of the application, the aeting organizational board of commissioners shall 

follow the same procedure as required by this section in relation to the original petition for the 

establishment of the proposed new community. The aeting organizational board of commissioners 

also may determine by resolution to add territory to such district, provided that the owner or other 

person who controls such territory through leases of at least forty years' duration, options, or 

contracts to purchase files a written consent to the addition of such territory with the clerk of the 

aeting organizational board of commissioners, and neither the developer nor, if a.ppI ieable, the­

organizational board of eomr'llissioners with which the origifl:al petition was filed objects does not 

object to the addition of such territory by filing a written objection with the clerk of the aetffig­

organizational board of commissioners before the adoption of the resolution adding such territory to 

the district. The acting organizational board of commissioners shall follow the same procedure as 

required by this section in relation to the original petition for the establishment of the proposed new 

community when adopting such a resolution. 

(C) If all or any part of the new community district is annexed to one or more existing 

municipal corporations, their legislative authorities may appoint persons to replace any appointed 

citizen member of the board of trustees. The number of such trustees to be replaced by the municipal 

corporation shall be the number, rounded to the lowest integer, bearing the proportionate 

relationship to the number of existing appointed citizen members as the acreage of the new 

community district within such municipal corporation bears to the total acreage of the new 

community district. If any such municipal corporation chooses to replace an appointed citizen 

member, it shall do so by ordinance, the term of the trustee being replaced shall terminate thirty days 

from the date of passage of such ordinance, and the trustee to be replaced shall be determined by lot. 

Each newly appointed member shall assume the term of the member's predecessor. 

Sec . 349.14. Except as provided in section 349.03 of the Revised Code, or as otherwise 

provided in a resolution adopted by the organizational board of commissioners of a new community 
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